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CALENDAR
Tuesdays in Salida, Thursdays in BV: social fly tying nights! Check our web
calendar for details.

March 8, 6pm: Join us for the chapter meeting, to be held at the Colorado
Parks & Wildlife (CPW) office, 7405 US 50, Salida. Meeting starts at 6:00 and
the program will begin at 6:30. Sean Shepherd, Area Wildlife Manager for the
Salida District, will talk about the exciting plans, projects, and programs that
CPW has in store for the upcoming year, and how we can get involved. It's
sure to be entertaining and informative, so don't miss out!

March 9: CTU's River Stewardship Gala, at the Mile High Station in
Denver. Click here for details.

April 13: International Fly Fishing Film Festival, at the Surf Hotel in BV. Check
event details at our website.

April 21 & 28: Board member and fishing guide Kim LeTourneau will teach a
beginner's fly casting class at CMC. Read below for details and spread the
word.

FEBRUARY'S GIFTS & DONATIONS
CPC would like to thank Blue Triton for their very generous donation of
$5,000. Blue Triton has directed this donation be used to assist with our
educational efforts here in Chaffee County. Several of our existing programs
will benefit from this donation. Thank You Blue Triton!

https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/calendar
https://coloradotu.org/gala
https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/events/event/international-fly-fishing-film-festival-if4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yM0USjwnq1k


COLORADO HEALTHY RIVERS FUND
By Chris Lamson

You know those voluntary contribution checkboxes at the end of the Colorado
state tax form? Ever wonder what happens to that money?

Well, the Colorado Healthy Rivers Fund provides grant money for small
conservation groups like Collegiate Peaks Chapter TU to complete restoration
projects in their local watersheds. In fact our chapter just applied for a
Colorado Healthy Rivers Fund grant for an upcoming project on the South
Arkansas in Salida!

Please consider contributing when you file your taxes this year, and know your
money will be supporting grassroots conservation across Colorado.

For more information check out the two page flier, and follow up at the
Colorado Healthy Rivers website.

VIDEO: FEBRUARY BoD MEETING
If you missed the February Board of Directors meeting, you can still catch the

https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/wp-content/uploads/colorado-healthy-rivers-fund.pdf
https://www.coloradowater.org/


zoom recording on Youtube. Click here to watch it.

OPPORTUNITY FOR MENTOR TRAINING IN BV
By Gene Milus

In partnership with the Colorado Springs Chapter of Project Healing Waters Fly
Fishing (PHWFF), our chapter is scheduled to host two fishing outings for
disabled veterans this season. Our most important commitment to this
partnership is to provide one mentor for each veteran, and we could use a few
more mentors. Mentors provide the same assistance as a guide but are not
expected to be professionals. PHWFF is most interested in the safety of the
veterans they bring to fishing outings and requires all mentors to complete a
training session at least once. In addition to safety tips, the session covers dos
and don'ts for interacting with veterans who may have a range of disabilities.
Although every veteran hopes to catch fish, it's not all about the fish. These
outings allow veterans to experience the joy of being among friends on the
water in a beautiful setting and are an important component of their recovery.
Mentors are expected to contribute to making their experience as enjoyable as
possible.

The folks at PHWFF are trying to expand their pool of mentors so that they can
accommodate more veterans on fishing outings. They will be organizing a
mentor training session in Buena Vista sometime during April. In the past,
mentor training was only offered in Colorado Springs, so having a session in
BV makes it so much easier for us.

Anyone interested in becoming a mentor with our chapter should email their
interest and any questions to Gene Milus (gmilus@uark.edu) and Ken Willard
(tyingfool62@gmail.com). Gene organizes the chapter's contribution to the
fishing outings, and Ken organizes the mentor training sessions for PHWFF.

RIVER SPEAK
Portentous

MARCH

Frigid air the signal extending the winter season?
For a few quiet months we exist without

fishing the fly. For everything else the pace is
moved to slow surroundings, becoming a

motionless sigh, solitude, steeped into winters
tranquility, maybe moments of insanity?

Gloved hands are not freezing. You can feel
the numb; thumbs like tombstones; no aid to the

grip; nor the line to strip. And still we stay, hopeful
a few will stray our way to give creed to efforts

toward a feel good day!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yM0USjwnq1k


Winter in the water is like alphabet soup.
Just a few letters linked keeping us in the loop.

Stir into the seams, top to bottom:
Midge  Caddis   BWO's    Stones

All hum the winter sun in common need of said
food, winter months menus. The select fly will move

their bones, bring them up.
Fish to runoff, then you know they are gone!

It's March, know your flies, winter's over, the game is on!

M H

STAY PATIENT!
It's a virtue.

BRIEFS
Railroad's plan to haul waxy crude through Colorado's mountains needs
$2 billion in government-approved bonds. Opposition to taxpayers
helping foot the bill for Uinta Basin Railway's "massive carbon
bomb" is lining up.

Heavy snowpacks to offer relief from 1200 year Western drought.

If you enjoy keeping a trout from time to time, some bad news:
Freshwater fish are filled with 'forever chemicals' at alarming levels,
researchers find

An update on Roger Hill's accessing water adjacent to private land:
Colorado Supreme Court to wade into river access lawsuit.

A billionaire and the BLM brokered a Colorado land swap meant to
benefit rivers and the public. Not everyone is cheering. The watchdog
group Colorado Wild Public Lands wants more transparency, plans
to oppose the Blue Valley Ranch deal.

A bit further downriver, but an interesting read from KOSU public
radio. Researchers say the Arkansas River will slow down. What does
that mean for Oklahoma?

If you'd like to share a short note and some photos from a recent trip, please
submit them to our editor.submit them to our editor. Anyone willing to contribute a column would be
appreciated.

EDITOR-PERMANENTLY-AD-HOC: Tom P. Members are encouraged to
contribute to this publication: fishing stories, experiences, or quotes. Send
questions or submissions by email to editor@collegiatepeakstu.orgeditor@collegiatepeakstu.org. Editor's

https://coloradosun.com/2023/02/24/uinta-basin-railway-bonds/
https://www.hatchmag.com/articles/heavy-snowpacks-offer-relief-1200-year-western-drought/7715651
https://www.kunc.org/regional-news/2023-02-02/freshwater-fish-are-filled-with-forever-chemicals-at-alarming-levels-researchers-find
https://coloradosun.com/2022/12/16/colorado-supreme-court-river-access-lawsuit/
https://coloradosun.com/2023/02/24/blue-valley-ranch-land-swap-controversy/
https://www.kosu.org/energy-environment/2023-02-23/researchers-say-the-arkansas-river-will-slow-down-what-does-that-mean-for-oklahoma
mailto:editor@collegiatepeakstu.org
mailto:editor@collegiatepeakstu.org


deadline is the 23rd of the month.
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