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CALENDAR
Dec 14, 6pm: Board of Directors meeting, held via Zoom. Members invited!

CPC ELECTS NEW BOARD OF DIRECTORS
AT YEAR-IN REVIEW MEETING
CPC held its annual Year-in Review member meeting on November 11th at the
Poncha Springs Town Hall. It was a very successful meeting with some new
folks present and excellent slideshows prepared by Tom Arnot and Tom Palka.
Some of our members displayed their unknown talents - singing and guitar by
Eric Heltzel, Jerry Wright, and Tom Arnot - plus by Fisher Holloway, our CTU
camper who also gave an excellent summary of his positive experience.

CPC volunteers Henry and Ann Klaiman and Carole Perry received special
recognition for their years of service to our fishing derbies. Jerry Wright was
recognized as our 2022 Volunteer of the Year for his commitment to youth
education. Retiring Director, Bill Dvorak was recognized for his 9 years serving
on the BoD.

https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/events/event/december-2022-board-of-directors-meeting


Business conducted at the meeting involved electing the Board of Directors for
the remainder of 2022 and upcoming 2023. The slate of candidates for this
Board was presented, voted on and approved unanimously. The new Board of
Directors is shown below:

President: Chris Lamson (New)
Vice President: Keith Krebs (New)
Secretary: Karen Dils (Re-elected)
Treasurer: Pam Simpson (Re-elected)
Directors (New) Dave Moore, Don Harville, Mark Zinkula
Directors (Terms not Expired): Gene Milus, Kim LeTourneau, Jim McGannon,
Dave Belmont, Bob Hamel, Bryan Ward

You don’t have to be on the board to serve on a committee, so look at the
committee list and let a board member know you’d like to help. Serving on a
committee is the best way to guide the chapter’s energy and resources, and
the time commitment is minimal. On that note, we had 70 folks volunteer in
some way this year (about 25% of our membership)! We would love to spread
the load and increase our impact, so please consider participating when you
can in 2023. The time commitment is small, but the difference made in our
community is huge! Stay tuned for an exciting docket of projects and activities
in the new year.

For those unable to attend, the presentation, the slideshow, and a photo
gallery of member’s fishing adventures can be viewed at:
https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/year-in-review-2022

WE ARE GRATEFUL FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
The end of the year is fast approaching, which means the 2022 tax season will

https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/about/committees
https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/year-in-review-2022


be ending soon. Lots of us pull out our checkbooks and make contributions to
our favorite charities and non-profit organizations around this time of year.
Many of us must take a ‘Required Minimum Distribution’ from our retirement
accounts. Hopefully, you are in a position to support your local TU chapter. Our
main fundraiser this year is the ongoing online raffle, and we hope you had an
opportunity to purchase tickets for the Grand Prize drawing! CPC has not had
a fundraiser in over two years, until this year’s raffle. We raised $2,800. With
the pandemic affecting our communities and businesses, which are still
somewhat recovering, we decided not to ask for sponsorships and financial
support.

CPC members’ contributions will help our local Trout Unlimited Chapter to fulfill
our mission to conserve, protect, restore, and reconnect Colorado's coldwater
fisheries and their watersheds. We will continue to sponsor several youths
each summer at CTU’s Youth Conservation Camp, as well as provide college
scholarships, provide family fishing derbies for our local communities, sponsor
and fund outings for our Veterans thru Project Healing Waters, perform water
quality testing, offer youth educational programs such as Stream Explorers,
and a host of other TU projects and activities.

Thank you for your consideration in supporting our Collegiate Peaks Chapter
of Trout Unlimited! Without your financial support, we would not be able to
provide all of these community-based activities and programs, and continue
with our conservation efforts.

We are a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization. Your contribution may be tax-
deductible. Please consult with your tax professional. Checks may be mailed to
CPC, PO Box 1081-NA, Salida, CO, 81201.



Starting the online raffle drawing

AND THE WINNER IS??????????
The winning ticket for CPC’s Fall Raffle was drawn at the Boathouse Cantina
on Saturday, November 5th at 5pm. The winner is Ken H. from Littleton. Ken
picked up his prize in person at Keith & Kay Krebs' home.

CPC raised $2,800 through the sale of 164 raffle tickets. The fundraising
committee thanks and appreciates everyone who purchased a ticket(s).

NOVEMBER’S GIFTS & DONATIONS
 
We thank the following for their generous donations in November:

Rick & Patricia Helmick - $250
Bob & Marjie Gray - $200
Tom Arnot & Rae Pederson - $500
Reed & Karen Dils - $350
Jim Impara & Barbara Plake - $250
Jerry Wright - $500

These funds will be put to work supporting our projects, programs and
activities here in the Upper Arkansas River Valley.

The Chapter genuinely appreciates your continuing support.

RIVER SPEAK

DECEMBER
'ber'- #4 of 4

Twenty days, precursor to winter
waiting in the wings. 2023

CONCLUSION 2022

Twelve months of apexes. Guessing games surrounding
our fishing; heat, drought, winds lapping up evaporation,
swirling dust, flying litter, hail, thunder snow, eroding rain.

Fish stressing in low water, weak snowpack, smacks to our
2023 entrance trenchantly challenging to ones moral compass.

SANGUINE

In every fishers DNA, the stoic demeanor, antidote of optimism
approved conceptualism, our protection for a fishers mindful year.
Fishing the last month of the year-living life smiling ear to ear, the

simple pleasure fishing December, a never ending saga without bragga!
Your field of vision extends into the rivers silence, the waiting game
is self verbal, knowing the fish language. A full day without speak;



rarity in a world of unhinged beaks!

CELEBRATION
Pause for Clause

Reel in the memories from 2022, then cast them off. 2023 beckons.
Everything cooking will briefly stop our hooking.

Mother Nature serves mixed patterns, flavors a bountiful table.
A comfortable time to recycle our knowledge: reducing acquired

stress, just do less, buy less, consume less, produce more,
eat less, drink less, sleep more, release many!

Want to tie on a next year's label?

Merry Christmas Happy New Year
B E S T F I S H E S

Watch December's last sunset without thinking

M H

FLASHBACK
Arkansas Angler, December 2010

HECLA JUNCTION REVEGETATION PROJECT

The State Parks recreation site at Hecla Junction was the scene of the
chapter's last project for 2010 a couple of weeks ago. On a blustery, raw
Saturday Tom Thomas, Ken Walters, Bob Gray, Lee Schilling, Mike Perry, and
Carole Perry planted willow and alder clumps in riparian areas devastated by
flooding a year or two ago.

A local nursery donated the shrubbery at the end of the growing season, so the
planting had to be done on short notice. The ground was frozen and hard and
there were twice as many plants as anticipated but our intrepid volunteers
persevered and got the job done with a little time to spare spent fishing in
Brown's Canyon.

Well Done!

"Briefs" is a new section containing a list of link to interesting and relevant
articles. So much is happening these days, we can't include a summary of
each development in this newsletter. Enjoy :)

BRIEFS
How to buy a San Luis Valley reservoir: A local water district, a federal land
agency, a state wildlife group and a national environmental nonprofit partnered
on a creative water deal with multiple benefits for the valley.

10 Colorado communities join lawsuit to block Utah oil trains: Cities and

https://coloradosun.com/2022/11/02/shaw-reservoir-new-owners
https://coloradosun.com/2022/10/28/colorado-appeal-uinta-basin-railway


counties the tracks run through want to support appeal of 2020 federal
approval of Utah’s Uinta Basin Railway, which routes waxy crude oil trains
through Colorado.

When dams come down, fish come home: As dam removal nationwide
accelerates, experts are learning just how quickly rivers and fish respond.

Change needed to ensure people have access to water in the Upper Rio
Grande Basin: There isn’t enough water to sustain the needs of people and
wildlife while maintaining a healthy river ecosystem, according to a recent
assessment.

SUCCESS! New acreage acquired for the Arkansas River Community
Preserve: Central Colorado Conservancy is pleased to announce its purchase
of 110 acres along the upper Arkansas River as a third phase of the
establishment of the Arkansas River Community Preserve. The new
acquisitions grow the ARC Preserve to a total 271 acres with two miles of
Arkansas River frontage.

The World’s Oldest Winged Insect Is in Trouble. How Frightened Should
We Be? Mayflies are among nature’s best environmental sentinels — and their
current message to us is grim.

COLORADO GOLD: Colorado is a treasure in high demand. And when it
comes to quality trout fishing, our state’s signature Gold Medal waters serve up
the motherlode. Anglers expect a lot from Colorado’s “highest quality cold-
water habitats,” and it’s time we return the service by delivering the
conservation community they deserve. That’s just what Colorado Gold intends
to do.

FISHING QUOTE
Under the bridge that spans the stream-
 Stream that gurgles and prattles away,
Stream that flashes with many a gleam-
 The boy would pass the holiday.
I wonder if ever in all the earth
 A happier heart warm'd human breast;
If ever such perfect, such rapturous mirth,
 Was known as in that Eden blest!
I wonder if ever a gorgeous king,
 In midst of all his jewell'd court,
 Royal with sceptre and crown and ring,
 Had ever such rich, ecstatic sport.

Isaac McLellan, "The Boy Angler"

If you'd like to share a short note and some photos from a recent trip, please
submit them to our editor.submit them to our editor. Anyone willing to contribute a column would be

https://www.hcn.org/articles/north-fish-when-dams-come-down-fish-come-home
https://coloradosun.com/2022/11/18/upper-rio-grande-basin-colorado/
https://www.centralcoloradoconservancy.org/post/central-colorado-conservancy-and-our-partners-grow-the-arkansas-river-community-preserve-to-271-acre
https://www.washingtonpost.com/magazine/2022/09/19/mayfly-decline/
https://coloradogoldmedalwater.tu.org/#signup
mailto:editor@collegiatepeakstu.org


appreciated.

EDITOR-PERMANENTLY-AD-HOC: Tom Palka. Members are encouraged to
contribute to this publication: fishing stories, experiences, or quotes. Send
questions or submissions by email to editor@collegiatepeakstu.orgeditor@collegiatepeakstu.org. Editor's
deadline is the 23rd of the month.

 This is the e-Newsletter of Collegiate Peaks Chapter of the nation's leading coldwater This is the e-Newsletter of Collegiate Peaks Chapter of the nation's leading coldwater
conservation organization -- Trout Unlimited.conservation organization -- Trout Unlimited.
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