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CALENDAR
STAY TUNED AND SAVE THE DATES:

Oct 15 - Nov 5: online Caddis Fall Raffle fundraiser. Read more below.

Nov 11: Year in Review meeting at the Poncha Springs Town Hall!

KIDS HAVE FUN!
By Karen Dils

At the annual Buena Vista Fishing Derby we had 65 kids sign up, 35 fish were
caught. The chapter had 17 members and 8 non-members as volunteers so
THANK YOU ALL



This year we decided to update our categories to junior and senior rather than
boys and girls. It was a perfect day and all enjoyed it. As usual the Optimist
were outstanding with their pancake breakfast and hot dog lunches!

The winners were:
First fish caught JR division Harvey Mertes age 6 (4 minutes 50 seconds)
Longest Fish JR division Heath Eger age 5 (12")
First Fish caught SNR Division Wade Eleson (one minute)
Longest Fish Snr division a tie Gemma Ajinga age 10, Colin Eleson age
12 (both 12")

For more photos from the event, check our web site.

KIDS RULE FISHING DERBY
By Andrea Newell, from Chaffee County Times

Fishing lines flew into the air at McPhelemy Park's Town Lake during the
annual Kids' Fishing Derby hosted by the Buena Vista Optimist Club, the
Collegiate Peaks Chapter of Trout Unlimited and Colorado Parks and Wildlife.

A total of 65 children were registered for the event, and in the fair, sunny
weather they caught about 35 fish – lower numbers compared to last year's
event, possibly due to families visiting the Seven Peaks Music Festival in Villa
Grove.

Coming back for his second fishing derby since he was younger, 7-year-old
Crew Williams was "pretty happy" with his first catch of the day, a 10-inch

https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/bv-derby-2022-photos
https://www.chaffeecountytimes.com/free_content/kids-rule-fishing-derby/article_06539fc4-2fb0-11ed-a2e8-d79424ba88e9.html#tncms-source=article-nav-next


rainbow trout. Five-year-old Heath Eger, also returning for another year of
fishing, was jumping for joy after catching a 10 ½-inch trout.

Local Harvey Mertes, 6, said he felt good after catching his third fish which
measured 11 ¾ inches. This was his first fishing derby.

Five-time veteran of the Kids' Fishing Derby, Denver resident Colin Eleson, 12,
was pretty happy after hauling in a 10 ½-inch fish, but not as happy as the one
he reeled in before that.

[...]

Click here to continue reading...

SEPTEMBER 2022 PRESENTATION
Chris Duerksen’s September 2022 presentation to our chapter was very
inspiring. He talked about four different places that are not too far a drive from
our home valley, all with nice fish and without crowds — very special in the
South Park valley, as it is so close to Colorado’s Front Range cities. He talked
about his appreciation of solitude, and how that trumps catching big fish while
rubbing elbows with the anglers standing right next to you. If you’d like to
discover some lesser known angling spots, all of which require a bit of
adventuring and searching, Chris gives just enough information for you to go
and look.

Read the full article here, as reprinted from the American Fly Fishing
magazine.

You can find more of Chris Duerksen articles at his web site,
www.hooknfly.com.

https://www.chaffeecountytimes.com/free_content/kids-rule-fishing-derby/article_06539fc4-2fb0-11ed-a2e8-d79424ba88e9.html#tncms-source=article-nav-next
https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/wp-content/uploads/american-fly-fishing-south-park-co.pdf
https://www.hooknfly.com/


YOUTH CAMP REPORT
By Karen Dils

Reau Heinitz from BV attended and gave a very positive report at September
member meeting. Fisher Holloway from Salida attended and will be at YIR to
give a report (having them do this is in our written scholarship requirement, but
they probably never got that!). It is usually the 2nd week of June at a guest
ranch in Almont for kids 14-18. Here is a link if you'd like to learn more about
the camp - https://coloradotu.org/youthcamp.

A BEGINNING

https://coloradotu.org/youthcamp


By Karen Dils

New board members Dave Belmont and Bryan Ward organized their first Adult
Fly Fishing 101 class on August 27. There was a small turnout which kept it a
personal teaching level. We held the class at the Ouray SWA. The class was
about 4.5 hours long.

The first half of the class was a "classroom" setting covering the basics of TU's
mission, why fly fishing?, tackle overview, knots, aquatic insects/stages of life,
types of flies, fly fishing methods, and fish habits/reading water. The rest of the
class was focused on setting up rods, casting demonstration/practice, casting
yarn flies at targets, and finished with fishing in one of the ponds. We only
fished for about 45 minutes as it was hot and sunny. No fish were caught, but
the students showed great potential for their first outing of fly fishing. A few
tangles, but nothing out of the ordinary.

Feedback was very positive so we count it as a success. We plan on holding a
fly fishing 101 class at least once a year and will advertise it more as we feel
we can handle larger numbers next time (especially if we have some more
volunteers!).

MOONLIGHT PIZZA DAY
By Rick Helmick

It was a beautiful afternoon on Sept 12th for our non-profit day at Moonlight
Pizza. I think we had around 24 attend from 4-6pm, and a big thank you goes
out to our many Cedar Gate neighbors who came out for some great beer &
pizza, and for supporting CPCTU!



RIVER SPEAK
OCTOBER (R#2)

AUTUMNS SWAN SONG

September's 22, one day, steeped our insight
to incoming October, materializing fall towards

finds of warm and cool mix, opening a
productive, healthy fishery for body and mind.

SERENITY INTERUPPTED

Some outsiders hanging on, others have come,
fished, are now gone, allowing insiders to unwind,
re-establish our bankside comfort lanes, fishing

lines drifting in harmony with tone.
Back to balance between living, being.

CHARACTER

Rethink everything for October. Are you, can
you be your own docent? Are you ready for fall's
different ethos when climbing the fishing ladder?

Without ethics in low water, getting fish fogged is easy.
Shortcutting should matter. Rushing to be "first" is just

headbutting into a pop-tart mentality with no personality!

SUSPENSE NEVER ENDS

It's always darkest after dusk, just before at dawn.
Fish know that. They are feeding as you are waking,

thinking, I'm going to eat, suit up quickly, then go fishing.
Drive or walk swiftly to the water, wading in knowingly,

settling in, finally begin casting smooth as butter.
Now, we call this "Fish Chic" without clutter!

What defines your "full package?"

M H



CANADA 2022+(WY, MT, ID)
By Jeff Porter

So in August my wife, Dana, was going to do a Bike Packing trip from Banff,
AB to Fernie, BC. Which meant that while she was riding I would be fishing. �
� I joined an Alberta FF facebook page and had also reached out to the
Jensens (WELCOME! – Jensen Fly Fishing) in AB to get some
recommendations. Amelia responded with a very long email and a myriad of
suggestions on places to try. Because of her I ordered the Alberta FF guide
AND ended up buying the Backroads Map Book (BRMB) for southern AB.
Bonus! It included some of BC as well. And it has MORE detail than a
DeLorme Gazetteer!

One of the most highlighted recommendations from friends near and far was to
make sure to hit the Oldman in AB. Someone from the Alberta Facebook page
offered to show me around to some of his favorite spots. Boy, am I glad he did.
But I'm getting ahead of myself.

We started the drive from Salida, towing our trailer, until the winds in WY got to
be too much. Highway electronic billboard just short of Rawlins said, "Caution.
Winds gusting over 40 MPH!" We pulled off into a KOA for the night.

I've been wanting to get Dana into Fremont Canyon since the day I fished it in
May 2021. Surprise! They were doing a flushing flow. 479cfs. When I had
fished it, it was ~79cfs. Needless to say, no bueno. I saw ONE fish caught
amongst 5 fisherman while we were there. We headed out to get to her favorite

https://jensenflyfishing.com/


anywhere. It's in WY. A small high mountain meadow stream in a valley with
18"+ Cutts. I landed fish #200 for the year. And many moose. She ran into 3
while fishing and 6 total for the two days. We had just missed the wildflower
explosion we've witnessed there several times before.

Then we traveled to Bozeman for old times sake. To EAT and tourist, then on
to Whitefish to pick up her friends and shuttle everyone to Banff NP. Not known
for its great fishing, but the views are spectacular. I relocated down to Okotoks
to be closer to the Oldman and the day I'd spend with two new friends.
Excellent fishing and a good pivot to relocate closer. Otherwise I would have
had to drive all the way back to Banff and think it would have been close to 9
PM by the time I arrived. As it was I was back to the Okotoks CG at 5:30. I
should explain. Our Lab is now elderly, cannot fish with me anymore and
needs to stay in the trailer when we go out. So she was happy when I returned.

[...]

Click here to continue reading this trip report...

NEW MEXICO COURTS RULE PUBLIC CAN WADE
STREAMS ON PRIVATE PROPERTY
By Justin Housman, from Adventure Journal

Back in March the New Mexico Supreme Court told the state Game
Commission get could not issue regulations allowing private property owners
to close access to rivers and streams flowing over their land, provided the
public is walking or wading on the streambed. Yesterday the court issued their
written opinion explaining and clarifying their ruling.

Prior to this ruling, land owners were able to petition the Game Commission
that the waters on their land were non-navigable and therefore should remain
entirely private.

https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/canada-2022wy-mt-id
https://www.adventure-journal.com/2022/09/new-mexico-courts-rule-public-can-wade-on-streambeds-over-private-property/


Um, no, said the court.

"Walking and wading on the privately owned beds beneath public water is
reasonably necessary for the enjoyment of many forms of fishing and
recreation," the opinion reads. "Having said that, we stress that the public may
neither trespass on privately owned land to access public water, nor trespass
on privately owned land from public water."

[...]

Click here to continue reading...

2022 FALL CADDIS RAFFLE FUNDRAISER – UPDATE
The Raffle Live date, Sales End date and time, Grand Prize Winner Drawing
date and time and the Ticket Pricing structure for this fundraising raffle have
changed. Please see below:

The NEW Dates and pricing structure are:

Raffle Live Date: Monday – October 17th

Sales End Date & Time: Friday – November 4th at 5pm

Grand Prize Winner Drawing Date & Time: Saturday – November 5th at 5pm

Ticket Pricing Structure: Now 1 for $20 and 3 for $50

Please visit https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/raffle starting Monday,
October 17 th to purchase your raffle tickets for this great award package and

https://www.adventure-journal.com/2022/09/new-mexico-courts-rule-public-can-wade-on-streambeds-over-private-property/
https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/raffle


support your chapter.

EAGLE COUNTY MANAGER SHROLL: UTAH OIL
TRAINS WOULD BE 'FANNING THE FLAMES' OF
CLIMATE CHANGE
From Real Vail

Two of Colorado's most cherished natural resources have been in the news a
lot lately: the endangered Colorado River and key national forest areas
lawmakers want to protect for future generations.

Both are threatened by a Utah oil-train project Colorado officials and
conservations groups say should be headed back to the drawing board for
much closer environmental scrutiny.

In separate opening briefs filed Aug. 18 in the U.S. Court of Appeals in
Washington, D.C., Eagle County and a coalition of five environmental groups
argued the federal government did not adequately address their concerns
about up to 10 oil trains a day moving on Union Pacific's Central Corridor in
Colorado.

In approving the 88-mile Uinta Basin Railway connecting northeast Utah
oilfields to the main rail network, they say both the U.S. Surface Transportation
Board (STB) and the U.S. Forest Service should have given more
consideration to climate change, wildfires and potential oil spills into the
Colorado River.



"The [STB] refused to engage in a balanced analysis of the environmental
impact and transportation merits, including consideration of all the identified
environmental impacts, financial questions, and public health and safety risks
documented in the record," Eagle County argues.

Eagle County and the conservation groups requested the court vacate and
remand the STB's final decision and require much more extensive review of
the $1.4 billion rail project that could send up to 350,000 barrels of Utah oil a
day through Colorado.

Eagle County and its Denver-based law firm cited the STB's failure to adhere
to its own rules under the ICCTA [Interstate Commerce Commission
Termination Act] and requested appropriate environmental review under NEPA
[National Environmental Policy Act of 1970] and NHPA [National Historic
Preservation Act of 1966].

[...]

Click here to continue reading...

Click here for the rest of the report, and more photos. It'll make you want
to go camp and fish there right away!

IT TOOK 10 YEARS TO PLAN A CHANNEL AROUND
A COLORADO RIVER RESERVOIR.
COLLABORATION WENT WELL, BUT URGENCY
WAS LACKING.

http://www.realvail.com/eagle-county-manager-shroll-utah-oil-trains-would-be-fanning-the-flames-of-climate-change/a14071/
https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/elk-creek-fragments


By Jason Blevins, from The Colorado Sun

GRANBY — Old-timers around here talk about how they used to need to stop
after a springtime drive through Byers Canyon to clean all the bugs out of their
radiators.

So when longtime angler Bud Isaacs noticed the absence of a stonefly hatch
on his favorite stretch of the Colorado River below the 445-acre Windy Gap
Reservoir in the late 1990s, he started sounding the alarm that something was
broken.

The dam, built by Northern Water in the mid-1980s, blocked the flow of the
Colorado River, leaving sediment choking the trickling river below its
confluence with the Fraser River above Kremmling. That sediment was
preventing insect hatches and injuring fish populations. In the early 2000s,
biologists, responding to more widespread warnings triggered by Isaacs, found
the Windy Gap Reservoir below Granby harbored worms with parasites that
cause whirling disease and was one of the major contributors to infecting trout
in the Upper Colorado River.

This week, more than a quarter century after Isaacs started blowing his whistle,
Colorado dignitaries dug golden shovels into a pile of dirt next to the
temporarily drained Windy Gap impoundment, kicking off construction of what
will become a new stretch of the Colorado River bypassing the river-blocking,
fish-killing reservoir.

The Colorado River Headwaters Connectivity Project is a marvel of
cooperation that water managers hope can be a model as the seven states
that rely on the overworked and under-watered Colorado River Basin make
massive cuts.

[...]

Click here to continue reading...

FISHING QUOTE
SONG
When homeward from the stream we turn,
  Good cheer our sport replaces;
There's liquor sparkling in the glass,
  There's joy on all our faces.

We drink sweet healths, a merry round,
  We talk old stories over,
And emulate with snatch and glee
  The warblings of the cover.

Thus cheerily our evenings pass,
  Till, lull'd below the quilting,
We sleep our toils off and are forth
  Before the lark is lilting.

https://coloradosun.com/2022/08/26/colorado-river-windy-gap-dam-fixes-error/
https://coloradosun.com/2022/08/26/colorado-river-windy-gap-dam-fixes-error/


All joy be with our heart's kin bold,
  May care's nets ne'er entangle,
Nor woe nor poverty depress
  A brother of the angle!

THOMAS TOD STODDART

ARIZONA WATER OFFICIALS WORRY ABOUT
FUTURE ACCESS TO COLORADO RIVER
By Tony Davis, from Arizona Daily Star

Robbie Woodhouse's grandfather began nearly a century of family farming
along the Gila River near Yuma in the middle 1920s when he dug up a bunch
of mesquite stumps on his land to make way for his barley, wheat, Bermuda
seed, cotton and melon fields.

Farming never really took off at the Woodhouse homestead until 1954, when
the federal government finished a 75-mile-long concrete canal to bring
Colorado River water to what's now known as the Wellton-Mohawk Irrigation
and Drainage District, which covers about 58,500 acres along the Gila River
east of the Colorado.

Today, Woodhouse presides over the governing board of a district with more
than 120 individual growers, partnerships, trusts and other operating entities
growing about 100 different crops, including seed crops as well as staples like
wheat, cotton, lettuce and other produce. Wellton-Mohawk is one of six
agricultural districts in the Yuma area that together grow 90% of the
cauliflower, lettuce, broccoli and other winter vegetables sold in the U.S.

https://coloradosun.com/2022/09/13/arizona-access-colorado-river-water/


But now, the future of this district, of farming in the Yuma area in general and
of Arizona's second largest drinking water supply for urban residents are all
mired in a sea of uncertainty. Due to a logjam in interstate negotiations for
massive cuts in Colorado River water deliveries, farmers and urban users have
no idea how much water use they'll be ordered to cut, possibly starting next
year.

All the Yuma area irrigation districts depend entirely on Colorado River water
to nourish their crops. While groundwater does lie beneath many of the farm
fields, its quality is uncertain or poor in many places.\

[...]

Click here to continue reading...

FLASHBACK
Update on Hayden Meadows Mine Tailing Restoration, October 2009

by Karen Dils

Last month six chapter members traveled to Hayden Meadows near Leadville
to hear an update on the reclamation activities being done collaboratively with
EPA, DOW, USFWS, BLM, USFS and Lake County Open Space Initiative of
which we are a member.

It is unusual that these state and federal agencies are working together
simultaneously towards the same goals so parts actually fit together at the
end. They seem to be working very well together at this point. I found the
agency personnel articulate, enthusiastic, and knowledgeable.

Here are some notes I made: In the late 1800's, mine waste slurry and water
came down California Gulch and into the Arkansas River. During flooding,
those toxins from the water would overflow onto the banks and remain there.
Zinc is the biggest toxin in soil and water and is often richer than the zinc
mined at some sites! Newmont Mining had to provide about $10.5 million in
restoration funds and another chunk of millions may come from Asarco.

The most effective method of mitigating these toxic soils is bringing in sugar
beet pulp and then adding in compost from a dairy farm to bring up carbon to
2%, thus making it topsoil. The seed that was planted a year ago is 12 to 18"
high. Seeds that were planted with previous methods 8-10 years ago are
barely noticeable; so much progress in restoration methods has been made.

Rod Van Velsen, who designed our Cottonwood Creek Project and retired from
DOW, is working with them on the design of 2 miles of stream restoration
using similar features as in Cottonwood.

Some of their goals are to redirect high flows (who gave the program last
winter) showed us how some new rock structures were providing overwintering
areas. Parts of the stream bottom had to be excavated.

https://coloradosun.com/2022/09/13/arizona-access-colorado-river-water/


Several roads had to be constructed for heavy equipment, but most of these
will be removed. The main road will be downsized to a one lane trail(wide
enough for fire truck). The side roads will be eliminated within 2-3 years and
just be a foot trail.

No motorized vehicles will be allowed and no additional road access between
Hayden and Kobe will be created.

North of the highway bridge where earlier work was done, the green growth
would have been 12-18" high, but the elk discovered it! Ranchers are
dismayed that the elk are eating all the new grass and it will challenge to
encourage ranchers to rotate their cattle grazing when elk are eating all the
forage! Most likely some elk fences will be needed.

Also, in that restored area of the river, there are now pools where trout can
overwinter and the fish have twice as much fat as fish below the bridge.

Mark Cole has been CPA's liaison with the LCOSI group, and these agencies
and we appreciate his involvement in this complex project. The river, fish, and
the anglers will all benefit.

GREENBACK CUTTHROAT TROUT FISH FOUND
REPRODUCING
Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) has discovered the previously 'extinct'
greenback cutthroat trout reproducing naturally in Colorado waters, according
to an announcement from Governor Polis.



"After more than a decade of intensive efforts to rescue the greenback
cutthroat trout from the brink of extinction, Colorado Parks and Wildlife
announced Friday it has discovered that the state fish is naturally reproducing
in Herman Gulch, one of the first places the agency stocked it in its native
South Platte River drainage," CPW said in a news release.

The greenback cutthroat was first considered extinct in 1937, after succumbing
to pollution from mining, pressure from fishing and competition from other trout
species, the release said.

The species was rediscovered in 2012, when a small population was found in
tiny Bear Creek, located on the southwest edge of Colorado Springs.

"The discovery triggered a massive effort by CPW and the Greenback
Recovery Team – a multi-agency group of state and federal aquatic
researchers and biologists – to protect the 3½-mile stretch of water holding the
only known population of naturally reproducing greenbacks," CPW said.

[...]

Click here to continue reading...

If you'd like to share a short note and some photos from a recent trip, please
submit them to our editor.submit them to our editor. Anyone willing to contribute a column would be
appreciated.

EDITOR-PERMANENTLY-AD-HOC: Tom Palka. Members are encouraged to
contribute to this publication: fishing stories, experiences, or quotes. Send
questions or submissions by email to editor@collegiatepeakstu.orgeditor@collegiatepeakstu.org. Editor's
deadline is the 23rd of the month.
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conservation organization -- Trout Unlimited.conservation organization -- Trout Unlimited.
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