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CALENDAR
Aug 30 - Sep 2: CPW Arkansas Shocking Work Project. Super short notice,
but hopefully you received the e-mail blast last week. Tomorrow is last chance
to participate!
Sep 3: Buena Vista Labor Day Fishing Derby!
Sep 12: Moonlight Pizza Non-profit CPC Day! Moonlight will donate 10% of
all proceeds!
Sep 14: General Membership Meeting, at Sangre de Cristo Room in BV-6 pm.
Guest Speaker will be Chris Duerksen. More info below. You will not want to
miss this meeting!
STAY TUNED AND SAVE THE DATES:
Oct 1 - 31: online Caddis Fall Raffle fundraiser. Read more below.
Nov 11: Year in Review meeting at the Poncha Springs Town Hall!

VOLUNTEER FOR BV FISHING DERBY
It starts at 7:30 a.m. with the Optimist breakfast, registration for entering the
derby starts at 9:00, there's a quick briefing from the CPW District Wildlife
managers around 9:45 and the fishing starts at 10:00 and goes till 11:00.
Awards are given around 11:20 and then the optimists also provide lunch.
We can still use more volunteers to help measure fish, rigs rods, help kids fish,
register participants, give out T-shirts and calculate who the winners are and
most importantly help set up and tear down the registration area. Usually we
need about 20-25 volunteers and have 18 so far signed up.
Looks like The weather will be cooperating so it should be a great event for the
kids at McPhelemy Park in BV.

Volunteers can contact Bill by phone at 719-221-3212 or
email at bill@dvorakexpeditions.com or just show up and see what needs
doing.

"CAN'T MISS" CHRIS DUERKSEN PRESENTATION!
Our next membership meeting will be at the Buena Vista Sangre De Cristo
meeting room, at 6pm.
Our guest speaker will be the infamous fisherman, writer, and well traveled
Chris Duerksen, who just happens to be a fellow CPC member! Chris’s most
recent article was just published as the lead article in the July/August issue of
American Fly Fishing Magazine. Titled, “South Park, CO-Mission Impossible:
Searching for Fish & Solitude”.
We don’t want to give too much away, but he will talk about four different areas
you may not have fished before! And, we will publish this article link in the
October newsletter, so as not to give away too much info prior to his
presentation. And yes, you will get this for free. Another reason to look forward
to our newsletter!
You also may want to check out his blog,hooknfly.com, with other great
articles, pictures, and even GPS info on other fishing with camping
opportunities in Colorado, and elsewhere!

MOONLIGHT MONDAY - SEPTEMBER 12
September 12th is our Monday Moonlight Pizza non-profit day! Are you ready
for some pizza, great salad & beer?!
10% of all sales on that day will go directly to our TU chapter, which conserves,
protects, and restores the cold water fisheries and their watersheds of the
upper Arkansas River valley.
Now is our chance to support a local business and their employees.
Come out anytime throughout the day or evening, and hopefully we can visit or
talk to those TU friends we haven’t seen all summer. I think some of us may
trickle in starting around 5pm-ish.
If you are not comfortable sitting outdoors, then please consider ordering a
pizza to take to a park, or back home. Or you can purchase a gift card and use
anytime, we also will receive 10% of that sale, as well.
THANKS, see you there!

EDDYLINE PUB SOCIAL SUCCESS!
By Karen Dils
It was SO exciting to have many new faces at our August social at the
Eddyline Brewery and Pub, in Buena Vista! Some were new members, some
have been members for a couple of years but weren’t able to participate
because of COVID, and some were potential new members. We even had a
really seasoned (or perhaps former) member reappear. And It was great to
have the opportunity to meet our newest board member, Chris Lamson, in
person.
Interestingly, one of the servers new to town asked about CPCTU, and it turns
out she’s an angler and fish artist! She took a brochure and was very
interested. A customer, who was outside beforehand, asked about our
gathering. He was an angler, and took a membership brochure. There was
much sharing of fish stories, life backgrounds, and awesome energy.
We thank Andrew Maddox, Don Harville from the BV ArkAnglers shop, and
guide Eric Smith from UpRiver Fly Fishing in BV. Stop in the new shop, just
southeast of the stoplight.
Melissa, and her staff at Eddyline, went above and beyond. Even though they
were short-staffed, the food was ample and excellent, as was the cold beer.
They donated some great swag for our raffle drawings, as well. If you happen
to be in the Eddyline on Linderman Avenue in BV, or haven’t ever checked it
out, stop in and say ‘Thank You’ to co-owner Melissa McPhee Ridlon.
Again, thanks to all who came, and especially Rick Helmick for prodding us to
do more social gatherings, and for bringing supplies. Thanks go to Gene Milus
for bringing the sandwich board, and Pam Simpson for helping with check-in.

TROUTFEST 2022
By Jim McGannon
On July 18, I represented the Chapter at the (possibly annual)Troutfest at
Coors Field. It was a record breaking heat day under the stands at Coors
Field. I thought it was a great venue and look forward to more events like this.
When you open the link to the event you will notice thePROTECT OUR
RIVERS license plate. A few years ago I paid $50 for this plate for my jeep.
The message is clear, "PROTECT OUR RIVERS". As a member of Bull
Moose, the political/policy arm of CTU, I wholeheartedly push for policies and
legislation to protect our waterways.
I encourage all our members to buy the plate for your vehicles.

WEATHER COOPERATES FOR VETERANS FISHING
OUTING, BUT THE FISH NOT SO MUCH
By Gene Milus

In partnership with the Colorado Springs Chapter of Project Healing Waters
(PHW), our chapter hosted eight disabled veterans for a day of fishing and
camaraderie on August 20 at the Big Horn RV Park in Coaldale. Rain the
previous evening did not muddy the river, and rain at the start soon ended.
Although the water looked like it should hold a ton of fish, there was not a lot of
interest in our flies. Mentor Mark Tamler and vet Johnny discovered that it was
possible to cross the river and fish a run from the other side that turned out to
be the honey hole. After lunch, a few more veterans and their mentors
ventured to the other side where the fish were more cooperative. Johnny didn’t
remember how many fish he caught, but “It was in the double digits”.
The veterans were scheduled to pack up for the trip home at 3:00. Rain started
to fall at 2:55 as a reminder. Those who didn’t make it back by 3:00 got pretty
wet when the sky opened up. Fortunately the RV resort let us use a large,
sturdy tent that kept us and our gear dry. Soon muddied the river, but we were
pleased that the rain held off until we were done fishing. As we were told in the
mentor training session, “It’s not about the fish”. All the mentors felt good about
helping their vet, and all the veterans were very appreciative of the entire
experience.
Each of the veterans received a box of 2 dozen flies in a customized fly box.
Dave Belmont tied 80 of the flies, Jim Impara tied a couple dozen, others were
donated through Bryan Ward’s efforts and a couple dozen were purchased to
round out what Dave thought was needed.
[...]

Click here for the rest of the story and a lot more photos!

2022 FALL CADDIS RAFFLE FUNDRAISER
By Rick Helmick
Our chapter's fundraising committee has put together the Fall Caddis Raffle as
our main fundraiser for this year. Thanks to some very generous chapter
members (some anonymous) and a local fly shop, we will offer the Grand Prize
of all eight items you see in the above picture to the One Winning ticket
holder! Sales will commence on October 1 and run through October 31.
The raffle will be completely online and will be marketed by CTU to all
Colorado chapters.
Only 350 tickets will be sold, priced 1 for $20, 3 for $50, and 5 for
$75. Approximate value of Grand Prize is $2,000. The lucky winner of the
Grand Prize will receive:
Sage #2-Axis 590-4 rod, 9 ft., 5 wt., beautiful green, 4 pcs., sage metal
case, donated by anonymous.
Ross #CLA 2 (TU version), soft case includes Airflow #WF-5 Superflow
line, donated by The Next Eddy.
Simms fishing vest, size large, donated by anonymous.
Cabelas hand net, lightly used.
Six dozen dry flies, six dozen nymph/wet flies, custom-tied and donated
by Jim Impara.
12" Trout Sculpture on marble base, "Rainbow", by Gil O. Sanders, MD,
donated by anonymous.
"South Platte River Guide", 2005, book by Pat Dorsey, autographed,
donated by anonymous.
Fishpond Flat Tops water duffel in original packaging, donated by Henry
Klaiman.

Stay tuned for updates.

ELK CREEK ACT TWO: FRAGMENTS
By Michael Harrington
Act One, July 6-14, 2021 was our first visit to E C, site 29. Invited by the Craigs
to join if I could, to visit, fish, happy hour, dinners etc. Saying yes, I asked Mr.
Payne if he was interested.
Yes, so I hooked up Angus [ed: camp trailer], away we went. Everything went
fine associated with our trip. First time hauling 40 gallons of freshwater that
dropped my mpg from 18-20 to 11.
Ouch! gag gag, pain!
EC does have water by spigot but no RV fill allowed from that source.
Forward to ACT TWO, 2022
Day one: Thursday June 30, 75 degrees
Easy drive in spite of the holiday traffic we arrived in good weather and set-up
went smooth. New site #11 was close to the river with spur creeks running
close by. Deli chicken, my homemade potato salad, liquid was no-cook dinner.
Nice sunset, warm evening, eyes closed by 9.
Day Two: Friday, July 1, 40 degrees at 6:00 a.m.

Casual Day in camp. About 1:15, sprinkles, then larger drops that would give
the visiting robins a headache, bigger drops announcing “get ready”. BB size
hail, up to pea size, we sit for 45 absorbing the fresh wet scent of ponderosa,
heavy rain, drumbeats from a mottled sky and a truck wash, free! Did I say we
were under a canopy?
We knew the monsoon days were two weeks early and that was a truism,
dropping various strengths for 6 out of the 10 days. Two hours and thirty
minutes of clap, clap, lightening, boom! Ah, 4th of July! Short reprieve, then
two more hours of liquid gold.
After dinner, perfect time for one of my reads. Colorado author Russell Martin’s
National Best Seller, “Beethoven’s Hair.” Larry’s headphones on, he
disappears into his book. Let it rain! It stopped at 6:00, sun shining in every
droplet. Sleep smells good.
[...]

Click here for the rest of the report, and more photos. It'll make you want
to go camp and fish there right away!

"GET TO KNOW" OUR LATEST NEW BOARD
MEMBER: CHRIS LAMSON!
How long have you been a TU member? At least 25 years. I've been a life
member for most of that.
Are you a chapter board member and/or officer? Yes, I was pleased to be
appointed to the board in June of 2022.
What drew you to joining TU? I have been a conservationist my whole life.
When I began fishing, I learned about TU, and I was drawn to the philosophy
of collaboration that TU uses to resolve conflicts. I believe in bringing all
stakeholders to the table and working toward a solution that addresses as
many of the competing needs as possible.
When did you move to BV and join CPC? I moved to Buena Vista in 2021
and joined CPC as soon as possible after that.
Where are you originally from, and what did/do you do for a living?I was
born in Vermont, but I have lived in Colorado since I was 8 years old. Before
moving to BV I lived in Longmont, CO for 15 years. I am semi-retired from
being a civil engineer. Before I was an engineer, I had a 20-year career in the
wine industry.
What section of the Arkansas do you think fishes best, and when?I
worked on a CPW monitoring project in Hayden Meadows while getting my
engineering degree, and I fell in love with that section. I've been spending a lot
of time on the tributaries in early- and mid-summer. I enjoy fishing the pocket

water in the Numbers in late summer after the flows drop, and I like to hit the
BV whitewater park along the bridge-to-bridge trail for the last couple hours of
daylight.
What is your favorite Ark River fly? A tan Chubby Chernobyl with a Hare's
Ear or purple Frenchie dropper is my go-to Ark rig. I like a beetle or a
Renegade on the tributaries.

RIVER SPEAK
PORTALS & SUBPLOTS
As the dog days of summer surrender it's grip
we prepare to portal through, into the three worthy
"R's" in our fall playbook. Whether we are fishing the
river or not it seems that we are always on the hook!
Subplot: Detail
September, first up offers immediate yields not given
during wilted turgor to fishers and little strength to
their fishes mishaps. Do not pass over the gaps.
Become comfortable with discomfort, roll with the
punches, some you will feel. Your will can portal you
into a time machine. Is it surreal or serendipity?
Subplot: Scheme
Some of us wait where there is no gate. Some wait to wade,
to be unlocked, portal furnished from earth to water
we engage the grasp, flex our worth, saving our best
efforts for autumn's bold gifts of spirited lifts, our body
responds to the waters threshold, we bond.
Subplot: Maneuver
Securing 'Kitchen Passes', you aspire to belong.
Moving into and out of the portal-gone, whisking
far away, waxing on prowess, armed with
rod, reel, Adams; the jewel with which to fool.
You've gone fishing! Subplot: Location
MH
Probability
DO NOT DISTURB!

MICROPLASTICS HAVE BEEN FOUND IN
COLORADO'S SNOWPACK
By Michael Booth, from The Colorado Sun
As the focus on the electron microscope resolved, Richard Reynolds found
himself feeling more resigned than surprised.
The slide before him was a snowpack sample collected from pristine Colorado
high country. The sample revealed, at intense magnification, the snowpack's
expected sprinkling of rock fragments and spikey grains of sand.
It also revealed what shouldn't have been there at all: long, straight, humanmade fibers of plastic.
The sight confirmed what Reynolds, a retired U.S. Geological Survey
researcher, and his colleagues had suspected after seeing snowpack studies
from far away places: An invisible layer of microplastic blankets the Rocky
Mountains, polluting our snowpack and our water in yet undefined ways.
"It seems to be everywhere," said Reynolds, coauthor of a new study of the
microplastics detected throughout the Upper Colorado River Basin.
"And there's a lot of it."
Fragments of shredded truck tires blown in from nearby highways. Pieces of
plastic bottles lifted from a Utah landfill by siroccos and dropped onto Loveland
Pass. Detritus from the Pacific garbage patch catapulted by El Nino into the
San Juan mountains. The microplastics on the slides are too tiny to offer
identities like brand names or shapes. But those distant sources are the initial
suspicions of the research team as they plan followup studies on more

samples.
A host of wildlife and water quality researchers are likely to descend on the
study results to gauge impacts of invisible plastic fibers riding snowmelt into
every crevice of the high country. They'll also be looking for any dangers for
the cities downhill that rely on that water.
[...]
Click here to continue reading...

LITTLE POTENTIAL FOR DEVELOPMENT, HIGH
POTENTIAL FOR HARM
How Speculative Leasing for Oil and Gas Threatens Public Lands, Waters,
Fish and Wildlife
By National Wildlife Federation, Rocky Mountain Wild, and Trout Unlimited
The Bureau of Land Management (BLM) oversees 245 million acres of federal
public lands across the western United States – an area nearly the size of
Texas and California put together.
The number of leases on low development potential lands – which generate
minimal revenues for taxpayers but pose significant risks to sensitive
landscapes – is increasing. This is consistent with BLM's statement that the
"most attractive federal lands" for oil and gas have already been leased , and
those that have not been leased have lower potential for oil and gas
development.
LM is supposed to manage our public lands for the use and enjoyment of
present and future generations. But leasing lands with low potential for oil and
gas development not only conflicts with that mission, it also diverts agency
resources away from other conservation and recreation management priorities.
Leases sold for the decades-old minimum bid of $2 per acre are primarily sold

on lands with low development potential. Further, these leases generate 41
times less revenue for the American public – you and me – than leases sold for
high bids.
But the wasteful policies don't stop there. Over the past decade, speculative
leases on lands with low or no development potential also made up two-thirds
of the leases sold noncompetitively – a wasteful leasing practice that rarely
results in development but prevents our public lands from being adequately
managed for the more valuable resources they offer, like important fish and
wildlife habitat.
Perhaps most troubling is the fact that lands with little to no development
potential frequently have much greater value for conservation that goes
unprioritized.
For example, there are currently 5.1 million acres of important greater sagegrouse habitat, 1.8 million acres of sensitive big game habitat, and more than 1
million acres of native trout watersheds all tied up in federal oil and gas leases
on lands with little or no potential for oil and gas development.
[...]
Click here to continue reading...

The colors almost unreal... photo Tom P.

FISHING QUOTE
Come away with me, Tom,
Term and talk are done;
My poor lads are reaping,
Busy every one.
Curates mind the parish,
Sweepers mind the court;
We'll away to Snowden
For our ten days' sport;
Fish the August evening
Till the eve is past,
Whoop, like boys, at pounders

Fairly played and grassed.
When they cease to dimple,
Lunge, and swerve, and leap,
Then up over Siabod,
Choose our nest, and sleep.
Up a thousand feet, Tom,
Round the lion's head,
Find soft stones to leeward
And make up our bed.
Eat our bread and bacon,
Smoke the pipe of peace,
And, ere we be drowsy,
Give our boots a grease.
Homer's heroes did so,
Why not such as we?
What are sheets and servants?
Superfluity!
By Charles Kingsly, from "The invitation to Tom Hughes"

FLASHBACK
From Chaffee County Times, September 2014
TROUT UNLIMITED PLANS MOVIE NIGHT
The Collegiate Peaks Anglers Chapter of Trout Unlimited will be presenting its
first annual movie night September 10, starting at 6 p.m. at the Salida Steam
Plant Ballroom.
Movie night is free and the public is encouraged to attend. A beer and wine
cash bar will be available including ice tea and lemonade along with free
popcorn and cookies.
The feature film is "DamNation".
Taking more than three years to complete, this powerful film odyssey across
America explores the change in our national attitude from pride in big dams as
engineering wonders to the growing awareness that our own future is bound to
the life and health of our rivers.
Where obsolete dams come down, rivers bound back to life, giving salmon and
other wild fish the right of return to primeval spawning grounds, after decades
without access.

If you'd like to share a short note and some photos from a recent trip, please
submit them to our editor. Anyone willing to contribute a column would be
appreciated.

EDITOR-PERMANENTLY-AD-HOC: Tom Palka. Members are encouraged to

contribute to this publication: fishing stories, experiences, or quotes. Send
questions or submissions by email to editor@collegiatepeakstu.org. Editor's
deadline is the 23rd of the month.
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