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CALENDAR
August 11 - Deadline to comment on the USFS Fourmile & Sevenmile Creek
Stream Improvement Project. More info.

August 20: fishing with disabled veterans. More info.

August 23, 4 pm: Social meeting at Eddyline Tap Room, BV. More info below.

August 27, 10 am - 4 pm: Fly Fishing 101 hosted by CPC, more info below.

August 28: FlyGals fishing at O'Haver lake. Must register.

Action Items:

Our Veterans Fishing event is coming up on August 20 as noted above.
Several chapter members are tying flies to donate to the vets. The Next Eddy
Fly Shop is helping out by accepting donations to purchase additional flies for
the Vets. Stop by their shop in the next couple of weeks and donate a few
bucks to add to the flies being given to the vets.

AUGUST SOCIAL
We often hear from members that we need more in person get-togethers, so
here is your next opportunity! This month we are meeting on Tuesday, August
23rd, beginning at 4pm at Eddyline Tap Room in Buena Vista (the tap room is
located just off Highway 24 at 102 Linderman near BV library—not in South
Main).

Join us and spend time with old and new friends. Enjoy a glass of beer, wine,
or one of their great cocktails, and try something from their new, expanded
food menu. We will be giving away lots of great stuff too! Feel free to invite
other members to join you, or your friends and neighbors who would like to
meet some great Trout Unlimited folks.

https://files.constantcontact.com/5cb26de0101/470abe59-4b31-4e05-b823-ac7c75270baf.pdf?rdr=true
https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/events/event/fishing-outing-for-disabled-veterans
https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/events/event/flygals-camping-fishing-ohaver-lake
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CI-SNqEFXPs


This is an ideal opportunity to expand our membership. Please circulate - and if
you see a new member, introduce yourself and make them feel a part of their
new CPC family! And take time to say hello and chat with the newest of our
Board of Directors - BV local Chris Lamson. Many other board members will be
attending also. So, mark Tuesday, August 23rd on your calendars, and be
there!

FLY FISHING 101 CLASS
Collegiate Peaks Chapter Board Members Bryan Ward and Dave Belmont are
hosting a FREE Fly Fishing 101 Class on August 27. The class is open to TU
members and the general public.

When: Saturday, August 27 from 10 am to 4 pm.

Location: Close proximity to Salida, details to be determined.

What will be covered: All the basics of Fly Fishing - equipment, insects, flies,
knots, fly casting plus a little bit of fishing. This class is focused towards adults,
but families are welcome. 

What to bring: Fishing License, Fly fishing gear (if you have it), water,
snacks/lunch, sunscreen, etc.. for yourself. If you don’t have your own fly
fishing gear, we have some you can use. Just let us know in your RSVP. 

RSVP: If you would like to participate, please email Bryan Ward
at avbryan@gmail.com. Include your name, whether or not you need fishing
gear and any other questions you have about the class.

Want to volunteer to help? Email Bryan Ward at the above address if you
can help out!

THANK YOUS
July 4th Fishing Derby - THANK YOU Ann, Henry and Carole!

A HUGE thank you goes out to Ann and Henry Klaiman and Carole Perry for
their excellent work over the past MANY years organizing the July 4th Salida
Fishing Derby. They are officially "retired" after this year's event and
coordination of the 2023 July 4th Salida Fishing Derby will be taken over by
Dan Clegg and Chris Lamson. There are parents that participated in this event
years ago that are now bringing their kids to the Derby. The fishing derbies are
probably our most visible public events and we couldn't do it without the work
of these dedicated volunteers.

CTU River Conservation and Fly Fishing Camp

As in past years, our chapter sponsored two local kids to attend Colorado TU's
River Conservation and Fly Fishing camp. This is a 6 day camp where kids
learn about CTU projects, invasive species, fly fishing skills and ethics, fly
tying, macroinvertebrates and much much more! They went fly fishing,

mailto:avbryan@gmail.com


participated in electro-shocking, planted willows and visited Roaring Judy
Hatchery. We received the following two thank-you notes - One from CTU for
sponsoring two students to attend the Camp plus a heart-warming thank you
note from one of the kids we sponsored. Another great example of the
profound impact your donations can have on local kids.





Fisher Holloway-O'Brien on the right with fish.
Great name for a conservationist!



photo by Keith Krebs

July 4th Kids Fishing Derby
By Henry Klaiman

Thirty-two Collegiate Peaks Chapter volunteers hosted a big crowd for the
2022 July 4th Kids Fishing Derby held at Frantz Lake. Only 38 fish were caught
in total by the 139 registered contestants, but 3 fish did exceed 18 inches in
length.

Another highlight was the return of the hot dog. Nothing says 4th of July in
Salida like a TU fishing derby and a free hot dog!

Here are the official results:
First Fish Caught:
           Junior Anglers (0-6 years old), at 13 minutes of elapsed time:
                       Aryana Johnson, age 4, Salida.
           Senior Anglers (7-13 years old), at 50 seconds of elapsed time:
                       Noah Anderson, age 10, Salida.
 
Longest Fish Caught:
           Junior Anglers (0-6), with a 12” trout:
                       Cameryn Sack, age 5, Salida.
           Senior Anglers (7-13), with a 21” trout:
                       Kate Burnham, age 8, Loveland
 
Youngest to Catch a Fish:
           Alyiah Surret, age 3 years and 5 months, Salida.
 
Traveled Farthest to Participate:
           Jess and Mads Ross, ages 13 and 9, Faaborg, Denmark



 
Most Interesting Catch:
Kingston Bartley, age 10, Salida
Three smallmouth bass: 10 1/2”, 12 5/8” and 12 3/4”

Competitors: 139      Volunteers: 32       Attendance: 368 (Competitors,
Families, TU/CPW Organizers)

If you have been keeping track, the longest fish from the last two derbies have
been fish exceeding 21 inches and caught by girls.

Derby co-chairs Carole Perry, Ann Klaiman and Henry Klaiman thank all the
folks who came out to volunteer this year and welcome Dan Clegg and Chris
Lamson who will be coordinating next year’s July 4th Derby. Also, don’t miss
the Labor Day weekend derby in Buena Vista on Saturday, September 3rd.

Derby Musings
Perhaps, newsletter readers are familiar with the famous movie line, “You’re
going to need a bigger boat!” Such was also the case at this year’s derby when
the hot dog and bun combination was too big for the cardboard hot dog “boats”
Carole Perry proudly found in quantity at Costco. Once the problem was
discovered, Carole and a few volunteers started combining two boats into one
larger one. Problem solved. Fortunately, there were plenty of extra boats on
hand to do this. (see earlier Costco reference)

Because of the pandemic, the 2020 derby was cancelled, and the 2021 derby
was planned with the shadow of COVID still looming. By 2022 we thought the
derby's COVID concerns were behind us. But, COVID is largely what gave rise
to the global supply chain issues that linger today, and those supply chain
issues made it impossible for our t-shirt vendor to get colored shirts in kids’
sizes. For some reason gray shirts were available, so that was our choice.

This year’s attendance of kids, family, TU volunteers and CPW staff was the
largest ever recorded, about 368. How did we figure out that number? We go
around the lake and parking lot with a hand-held counter and "click" everybody
off. Bryan Ward did the job this year. When asked if he ever used a hand
counter before, he said, "Yeah, we use one to count yeast." Bryan is a co-
owner at Moonlight Pizza and Brewpub, so between the pizza dough and
brewing process, there’s no doubt he’s got a good handle on yeast.
The 2022 derby was the 29th derby. We never really kept track of the number
until a few years ago, when Carolyn Schilling helped us determine when the
first derby was held. Her husband, Jack Beeson, was one of the organizers of
the first derbies. (Sadly, Jack is no longer with us.) Carolyn's best recollection
was that the first derby was in 1993, so that's how we have established the
number going forward. By the way, it's unlikely that any chapter member has
volunteered at more derbies than Carolyn. Thank you, Carolyn!
The Mountain Mail has a feature, “Past Tense,” posting a news item they ran
25 years prior. On the day of the article reporting on the 2022 derby, the 25-
year retrospective was all about the TU derby of 1997. The article said the
1997 event was the 7th annual. That would have put the first derby in 1991.
But, a search of The Mountain Mail archives revealed another article that
confirms Carolyn’s 1993 date, so we’re sticking with that.

Many more photos on our web site -- please check them out -- big thanks

https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/2022-july-kids-derby-photos


to Kim LeTourneau, Heather Adams, and Keith Krebs for taking them!

Kate Burnham with her 21" rainbow.
Photo by Bob Burnham

VET MENTOR TRAINING
Dan Snelling from the Colorado Springs Chapter of Project Healing Waters Fly
Fishing traveled to Salida on July 17 to conduct the training session for chapter
members who volunteered to be fishing mentors for disabled veterans during
our August 20 outing. Congratulations to Dave Belmont, Cody Caudill, Don
Harville, Henry Klaiman, Chris Lamson, Don Schodeerbek, Mark Tamler and
Bryan Ward for completing their training.



Photos by Rick Helmick



MONOTUBE COLLECTIONS
By Karen Dils

At about a dozen places around the area, our chapter has been emptying
monotubes which are designated for folks to put in excess monofilament line.
Of course, trash is put in there as well. The attached photo is what I emptied
from 3 tubes at Chalk Lake up CR 162 towards St. Elmo.

I learned Jerry Wright had empty the one tube our chapter was responsible for
after Memorial Day. There are 2 others the USFS is supposed to empty. This
was the result taken on July 10.

Most of these tubes are located at lakes. If anyone is willing to get involved in
emptying these, please let Gene Milus, Pam Simpson, or me know and we can
tell you what is available. Our contact info is listed under the Board of Directors
tab on our website Some are in Salida, a few near BV and some between BV
and Leadville. Thanks to Gene (and his subs), Becky Berry, Ann & Henry
Klaiman, Jerry Wright, Bryan Ward and Pam Simpson for their continued
efforts.



GET TO KNOW: BRYAN WARD
How long have you been a TU member? Since 2012.

Are you a chapter board member and/or officer? Yes. I recently joined the
Board of Directors. I'm helping with the Adult Activities committee and the
Veterans Fishing committee.

What drew you to joining TU? I've been an avid fisherman for most of my
life. Over the years I began to understand that the public waters of
Colorado/US and the fish that inhabit them are protected by many advocates
including Trout Unlimited. I wanted to help protect these resources. I also
enjoy sharing the passion of fishing and outdoors with others. It's a great way
to volunteer in many ways: river cleanups, stocking native trout, teaching youth
conservation and fishing classes (adult classes are fun as well).

When did you move to BV and join CPC? I moved to Salida in 2006, Joined
CPC in 2012.

Where are you originally from, and what did/do you do for a living? I grew
up in Denver/Castle Rock, CO. I am one of the four owners of Moonlight Pizza
& Brewpub in Salida. When I moved here I was ski bum/raft guiding and
delivering pizza by night. Over the years I had the opportunity to buy the
restaurant from the previous owners. I oversee the brewery operations these
days.

What section of the Arkansas do you think fishes best, and when? My
favorite hatch is the blue wing olive hatch that can start in late March, but is
more prevalent in April. It can send the fish into a complete feeding frenzy and I



like to fish it anywhere in the Salida area.

What is your favorite Ark River fly? Flashback beadhead pheasant tail.

RIVER SPEAK
DOMES OF HEAT

Predictable, the sweat in the waders,
in the pores of casters and those with oars.
Meaningful moisture dissolves into a hole,
breezes anchor stifled heat, waves of woe.
Dry lightning usually overtakes nature's toll,

rolling heat is tough on the fishery,
equilibriums go wacky, no relief from climate

change, the fishers thief.

August waxes into awe of respect, river waits,
ready for examination. Your fly the ceremony

of inspection. What's the clue? Inflection!

MAXIMIZE the PRIME
We have leaned and learned dependable
skills for eons. You can easily pick out the

real from the cons. Our existence, we
discovered became organic, a signature of

practiced styles in the mix of stamped significance.
Simply cultivating "CHILL."

M H

Now, do you know how to eat a cracker?

COMMENTS FROM A NEW “FLY GAL”
I have only participated in one FlyGals event, a casting clinic at Mt Ouray SWA
on June 6th, since we just arrived here in Salida late May. I thoroughly enjoyed
the clinic as the instructor was knowledgeable and raised my enthusiasm to
learn to fly fish. Along with enjoying the instruction, I also met a wonderful
group of women who inspired me to want to learn more about fly fishing! I look
forward to more opportunities to fly fish with the FlyGals!

- Jan Close



'A SUBTRACTION PROBLEM:' A SHRINKING
COLORADO RIVER FACES SHARP, SUDDEN CUTS
By Daniel Rothberg, from The Nevada Independent

Within the next two months, Colorado River negotiators face a daunting task:
Develop ways to reduce use by an enormous amount, or the federal
government will make the cuts on its own.

Earlier this month, the federal government told the seven states in the
Colorado River Basin that reservoir levels are so low they face a pressing crisis
that warrants large-scale conservation, even as water users negotiate long-
term operating guidelines for a shrinking river in an arid future.

The ongoing drought and climatic conditions facing much of the West are
"unprecedented," said Camille Calimlim Touton, who leads the U.S. Bureau of
Reclamation, the agency responsible for managing water infrastructure across
the region. Touton told federal lawmakers on June 14 that Colorado River
users must reduce diversions by a substantial amount: 2 to 4 million acre-feet.

One acre-foot, alone, is a massive amount of water. It is enough water to fill
one acre, about the size of a football field, to a depth of one foot. It is 325,851
gallons of water and weighs about 2.7 million pounds. Multiply that by two to
four million, and that is how much water the states are being asked to
conserve. For perspective, Nevada has the legal right to consume 300,000
acre-feet, about 1.8 percent of all the legal entitlements in the Colorado River
system. Together, Arizona, Nevada and California used about 7 million acre-
feet from the Colorado River last year.

The cutbacks are necessary, Touton explained, to stabilize Lake Powell and
Lake Mead, the two largest reservoirs on the Colorado River. Over the past

https://thenevadaindependent.com/article/a-subtraction-problem-a-shrinking-colorado-river-faces-sharp-sudden-cutsefbfbc


year, both reservoirs have hit record-low levels and have continued to drop. If
they drop further, the West faces extreme risks in the production of
hydroelectric power — which is shepherded across the region — and the
deliveries of water downstream for millions of residents and farmers in the
Southwest.

The size of the cutbacks is not necessarily a surprise. Nearly all of the state
water officials and experts I've spoken to have crunched the numbers and
come to a similar conclusion. But the speed at which the cuts must be made
presents a challenging task for negotiators.

[...]

Click here to continue reading...

COLORADO BIOLOGISTS AIM TO FIND YELLOWFIN
CUTTHROAT TROUT THOUGHT TO BE EXTINCT
By Blair Miller, from The Denver Channel

A crew of current and retired Colorado Parks and Wildlife aquatic biologists is
embarking on a quest to try to find a subspecies of the cutthroat trout not seen
since the early 1900s in Twin Lakes.

The effort to try and find the giant Yellowfin cutthroat trout in the Upper
Arkansas River basin comes after greenback cutthroat trout – the state fish of
Colorado that was believed extinct – were discovered in 2012 in the Bear
Creek that runs into Colorado Springs from the Mt. Garfield area, outside of
their native waters in the South Platte drainage.

Aquatic biologists previously also discovered the San Juan River cutthroat in
southern Colorado, a subspecies of cutthroat trout which was also thought to
be extinct.

https://thenevadaindependent.com/article/a-subtraction-problem-a-shrinking-colorado-river-faces-sharp-sudden-cutsefbfbc
https://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/local-news/colorado-biologists-aim-to-find-yellowfin-cutthroat-trout-thought-to-be-extinct


CPW Southeast Region senior aquatic biologist Paul Foutz, CPW aquatic
biologist Alex Townsend, and retired CPW aquatic biologist Greg Policky will
lead the search for the Yellowfin cutthroat beginning this month in the Twin
Lakes area with a team of aquatic biology technicians, CPW said.

For 2023-25, other crews will join the project and work in coordination with the
original team to work up through predetermined lakes, streams, gulches and
drainages in the Upper Arkansas basin to see if they can find any of the fish in
an expansion of the yearly fish surveys done statewide.

[...]

Click here to continue reading...

FISHING QUOTE
Go, take thine angle, and with practiced line,
 Light as the gossamer, the current sweep;
 And if though failest in the calm still deep,
In the rough eddy may the prize be thine.

Say thou'rt unlucky where the sunbeams shine;
 Beneath the shadow, where the waters creep,

 Perchance the monarch of the brook shall leap-
For fate is ever better than design.

Still persevere; the giddiest breeze that blows,
 For thee may blow with fame and fortune rife;

Be prosperous-and what reck if it arose
 Out of some pebble with the stream at strife;

Or that the light wind dallied with the boughs?
 Thou art successful;-such is human life.

Thomas Doubleday  

https://www.thedenverchannel.com/news/local-news/colorado-biologists-aim-to-find-yellowfin-cutthroat-trout-thought-to-be-extinct


UPDATE ON WEED MITIGATION AT BLUETRITON
SPRINGS (FORMERLY NESTLE)
by Karen Dils, from our web site

In mid-July, seven brave folks gathered at Ruby Mt. Springs for continued
weed mitigation to increase the return flow to the river. Since we last did weed
clean-up in 2021, they’ve brought in big machinery to help clean out some
areas and planted 4 native cottonwoods by the ponds. They needed to remove
dead tumbleweeds, watercress, and invasive weeds like giant mullein and bull
thistle around the springs inflow and between the ponds. The watercress has
really invaded the stream between ponds which inhibits the water flow back
into the river.

It was a dirty job for many. Reed & Karen Dils, Bob Gray, Mark Zinkula (new
member), and Jerry Wright did the wet work in the stream pulling plants and
root balls. Keith Krebs and Richard Frey did the land work along with BT’s Tate
Knight. Weather cooperated and we got an incredible amount done, but not all.
Site manager, Jeremy Allenbaugh will haul it away in a trailer.

Here’s a little background on why CPCTU is involved with BT. I have been the
CPC liaison with BlueTriton (BT-formerly Nestle Waters) since before they got
their first permit for using the old hatchery spring water about 12 years ago
when I was very skeptical about issuing them a permit. After being educated on
this complicated issue, I have been the lead communicator with them. They
have given the chapter financial help and we have collaborated with them on
the redesign of the old fish hatchery and springs by Ruby Mt., provided fishery
information, suggestions on how to use their property with the community
(lessons, education, conservation easement, fishing access, road work, etc)
and the need for recycling of plastics (a worldwide issue). We have provided
volunteers for invasive weed clean-up at the ponds (which hold some BIG

https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/update-on-weed-mitigation-at-bluetriton-springs-formerly-nestle


fish). Some board members have had a tour of their facility.

Click here to continue reading and to see more photos!

FLASHBACK
Summer Fun Insert 1997, by Suzy Kelly

HOW THE RIVER GOT ITS NAME

The Arkansas River is named for the Arkansas Indians, who at one time
inhabited the Oklahoma and Arkansas region of the river.

The Indians were called the Arkansea tribe when Father Louis Hennepin
changed it to Acansa on his maps. One of his associates changed it to Akansa.

The first time the Indians were called the Arkansas was on a map by Sieur
Bernanrd La Harpe in 1719. The Indians, however, called the river Rio Nepesta
or Rio Nepestal, derived from the Osage NeShutsa, or Red Water.

The eastern Pueblo Community along the Arkansas is still called Nepesta.

Zebulon Pike was first to plot the course of the river and spelled it Arkansaw.

In parts of Colorado and Kansas the river is properly called the Arkansas, but
in Arkansas the State Legislature in 1881 decreed that it should be pronounced
Arkansaw. Oklahoma also uses the Arkansaw pronunciation.

Most Coloradans pronounce it Arkansaw.

AERIAL FISH STOCKING IN COLORADO

https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/update-on-weed-mitigation-at-bluetriton-springs-formerly-nestle


If you'd like to share a short note and some photos from a recent trip, please
submit them to our editor.submit them to our editor. Anyone willing to contribute a column would be
appreciated.

EDITOR-PERMANENTLY-AD-HOC: Tom Palka. Members are encouraged to
contribute to this publication: fishing stories, experiences, or quotes. Send
questions or submissions by email to editor@collegiatepeakstu.orgeditor@collegiatepeakstu.org. Editor's
deadline is the 23rd of the month.

 This is the e-Newsletter of Collegiate Peaks Chapter of the nation's leading coldwater This is the e-Newsletter of Collegiate Peaks Chapter of the nation's leading coldwater
conservation organization -- Trout Unlimited.conservation organization -- Trout Unlimited.
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