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CALENDAR
March 4, noon: Deadline for written comments on the Aspire Tours
application. Our chapter submitted an opposition letter to the Planning &
Zoning committee in the past. The application was approved by them, and is
now going to be reviewed by the Chaffee Board of Commissioners. Comments
can be submitted at https://chaffeespeaks.org/items/75. That page also has
the zoom link to the meeting where this issue will be discussed.

March 5, 6pm: Deadline to register for one of our five free tickes to the CTU
Gala. Read below for more details!

March 9, 6pm: General membership meeting, with a presentation from Alex
Townsend, our local Colorado Parks & Wildlife aquatic biologist. He will
give us a last year's field updates and information about upcoming volunteer
projects. You can see the previous (2019) upper Ark fish survey here.
Meeting will be conducted via Zoom:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85031346540?
pwd=d2pRRDU1SUtxYk1jQ0xNSEhtUzRzdz09

Meeting ID: 850 3134 6540
Passcode: 293195

March 10: Colorado TU annual River Stewardship Gala! Read below for more
details.

https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/letter-of-opposition-to-aspire-tours-project
https://chaffeespeaks.org/items/75
https://cpw.state.co.us/thingstodo/Fishery Survey Summaries/ArkansasRiverUpper.pdf


FEBRUARY BOARD MEETING RECORDING
Recording of the February meeting -- a presentation about the planned removal
of Fooses Lake dam, with lots of great information.

Click here to access it on YouTube.

ANNOUNCING THE CTU RIVER STEWARDSHIP
GALA
Join Colorado Trout Unlimited for a River Stewardship Gala - the annual event
that includes a silent auction, a live auction, raffles, and more!

Mark the date: March 10, 2022.

*NEW* this year: two events for the price of one! Purchase a sponsorship and
gain admission to the virtual gala + an outdoor in-person summer event on the
Front Range.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AXwhTDmXXL8


*ALSO NEW*: $20 single gala ticket that includes entry to win a custom
Sarabella rod.

Funds raised at Colorado TU's Gala are used across our beautiful state to
restore trout habitat and reintroduce native cutthroats to their home waters,
engage youth in conservation education, partner with our 24 chapters on local
projects, and advocate for Colorado's rivers and fisheries.

More details to come, and any updates on sponsorships, auction items, etc. will
be at www.coloradotu.org/gala.

You can access the auction at https://e.givesmart.com/events/oZ9/.

FREE TICKETS TO FIRST FIVE RESPONDERS
Our chapter contributed to sponsor the Gala and has five tickets to offer to our
members. To sign up, email us at collegiatePeaksTU@gmail.com with the
subject "CTU Gala". Tickets will be given to the first five members to respond.
Sign-up deadline: March 5, 6pm MST.

SALIDA DERBY STILL NEEDS COORDINATORS!
Ann and Henry Klaiman and Carole Perry have organized the Salida Kids'
Fishing Derby for many years. They decided that the 2022 Salida July 4 Derby
will be the last one they coordinate. The chapter needs 3 or 4 new people to
work with them on the 2022 derby with the intent that they take over the Salida
Derby after 2022. For more information, please contact Ann and Henry
Klaiman at aeklaiman@aol.com.

ORGANIZATIONAL NOTE
By Pam Simpson

In response to my inquiry to the Colorado Secretary of State's Office regarding
the retention period for Banquet and Raffle paper records, documentation, bid
cards, donor records, solicitation records, etc. it appears that paperwork needs
to be retained for only 2 years. For reference, CPC's final banquet was held in
2018 with a raffle held in early 2020.  I have several spreadsheets that contain
historical banquet information which I will continue to retain.

https://www.coloradotu.org/gala
mailto:collegiatePeaksTU@gmail.com


FLASHBACK
From The Arkansas Angler, 2004

CLEAR CREEK RESERVOIR ACCESS STILES

On May 29th, Four chapter members spent the morning replacing 2 fence-
crossing stiles which allow angler access to the south shore of Clear Creek
reservoir. The old stiles, installed by the chapter several years ago, were of the
traditional design and were deteriorated to the point of needing replacement.
Bob Gray, Mark Cole, Steve Craig, Bob Delnay dismantled the old stiles and
put in their place new "Kiwi-style" ones. Bob had seen this design during a trip
to New Zealand and concluded that method produced a stile which was more
efficient, longer lasting, and used fewer materials. Next time you go Leadville-
way check them out.

RIVER SPEAK

MODES of SELF

Harvested thoughts in February prepares you
for March's entry with April and May's sentry of

ides and ideas springs forward to rid your mental
deficiencies gained in winter's idling utilities.

SELF CONFIDENCE?
SELF DEFENSE?

The river always wins, just a fact. Water rules,
winds ride along. Fisher has to interpret what's

right or wrong, the fleeting moment to react.
SELF CONTROL?

SELF SUFFICIENT?

Earlier spring, later fall, longer summer.
Fish changing habits changes habits of fishing.

Patterns of behavior seen are mixed, following the



ominous signs of earth's warnings; Someday
tolls nothing at all. All quiet on everyone's slope,

dry are the fingers of sloughs. What was an igloo?
SELF DOUBT?

SELF ATTAINMENT?

Does catching anything happen just by accident?
Or are we so calculated that we wouldn't even know
the difference between "well whadda you know" in

conflict with "I already know!"
SELF PRESERVATION?

SELF ASSURANCE?

Expect the system of fishing to fail you.
Compassion or belief of order is fleeting nonsense.

Seek fish pus penance.
SELF PITY?

SELF RESPECT?

Fishing has no expiration.
CELEBRATE

SELF SATISFACTION

M H

Attitude is everything.
Pick a good one.

FISHING QUOTE
"One day the absurdity of the almost universal human belief in the slavery of
other animals will be palpable. We shall then have discovered our souls and
become worthier of sharing this planet with them."

Martin Luther King, Jr.



COLORADO APPEALS COURT REVIVES RIVER
ACCESS, RIGHT-TO-WADE DEBATE
By Jason Blevins, from The Colorado Sun

For nearly 40 years, riverside property owners and recreational river users in
Colorado have relied on a tenuous agreement when it comes to floating rivers
and streams through private property.

That agreement-but-not-a-rule could change with a recent decision by the
Colorado Court of Appeals that breathes new life into a decades-old debate
over public access in public water crossing private land.

"I think the decision from the appeals court is what the future is," says Roger
Hill, an 80-year-old Colorado Springs angler who sued a landowner in 2018
after the property owner threw rocks at him while he waded along the
Arkansas River riverbed and fished. "We will open up navigable rivers for use
by the public … just like every other state. I expect this will be a few years
before it's over, but my hope is that Colorado joins the enlightened outdoor
sportsmen community found in other states that enjoys the use of navigable
rivers."

Public access on rivers that wind through private property has been a thorny
issue in Colorado for decades. Traditionally the access-versus-property rights
issues have revolved around a "right to float," with landowners and boaters
arguing over trespass when obstructions in the river force boaters to touch the
river bottom.

A 1979 Colorado Supreme County decision — People v. Emmert — said even
though the state's waters may be public property, that did not give the public
the right to float those waters through private property. Then a Colorado

https://coloradosun.com/2022/02/14/colorado-appeals-court-river-right-to-wade/


Attorney General opinion in the early 1980s said rafters and kayakers could be
subject to trespass charges if they touched the river bottom.

In the past few decades, fights have erupted on the Lake Fork of the Gunnison,
the Taylor River, the Deckers stretch and the North Fork of the South Platte
and the North Fork of the Poudre River as landowners fought to block rafters
and kayakers from passing through stretches of river and streams crossing
their properties.

Public access to rivers through private property is still based on that 1983
Attorney General opinion. No court cases have tested that legal opinion or
challenged the state's murky access laws. And neither property owners nor
boaters have seemed particularly eager to push the issue, with both sides
reluctant to see a statewide resolution that could potentially limit either access
or property rights. In 2011, then-Gov. Bill Ritter created a River Access Dispute
Resolution Task Force to help resolve access conflicts between landowners
and boaters. That task force, which has not met since 2015, created a
procedure for resolving conflicts and that has largely controlled the volatility of
occasional issues.

In most cases, groups like American Whitewater have worked with landowners
and boaters to settle squabbles without pushing the fight into court.

"What we've got is far from perfect, that's for sure, but it is working for the most
part," said Hattie Johnson, American Whitewater's stewardship director for the
Southern Rockies, who advocates more for boaters' right to float than anglers'
right to wade. "This is a case we have been watching closely and are very
interested in."

[...]

Click here to continue reading...

COLORADO'S BENNET, HICKENLOOPER OPPOSE
RENEWABLE WATER RESOURCES PROJECT
By Marianne Goodland, from ColoradoPolitics

https://coloradosun.com/2022/02/14/colorado-appeals-court-river-right-to-wade/
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/legislature/colorados-bennet-hickenlooper-notify-feds-oppose-renewable-water-resources-project/article_08867292-929b-11ec-a2f9-a3f3c0dd7431.html


Sens. Michael Bennet and John Hickenlooper, both Colorado Democrats, sent
a letter to two federal agencies, registering their opposition to a Douglas
County water project that intends to extract thousands of acre-feet of
groundwater out of the San Luis Valley.

They also reminded the two federal officials about a 1992 law they said could
allow the federal government to step in under certain conditions.

Bennet hand-delivered the letter to U.S. Secretary of the Interior Deb Haaland
on Saturday, while she was in Granada for a roundtable with survivors of
Camp Amache. The letter was also sent to U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Tom
Vilsack, who has close ties to Colorado.

"After hearing concerns from our San Luis Valley constituents about this
proposal for months, the district's letter from yesterday, and considering
Colorado's current exceptional drought, we both oppose this proposal," wrote
Bennet and Hickenlooper.

The letter from Bennet and Hickenlooper pointed to a 1992 law, known as the
Public Law 102-575 or the "Wirth" amendment, that they said "provides a legal
framework and elevated standard of environmental review for any transfer of
groundwater out of the basin that may adversely affect public resources, such
as the Great Sand Dunes National Park, Closed Basin Project, Baca National
Wildlife Refuge."

That law, which contains a section specific to the San Luis Valley, sets the
following requirements:

"No agency or instrument of the United States shall issue any permit, license,
right-of way, grant, loan or other authorization or assistance for any project or
feature of any project to withdraw water from the San Luis Valley, Colorado, for
export to another basin in Colorado or export to any portion of another State,
unless the Secretary of the Interior determines, after due consideration of all
findings provided by the Colorado Water Conservation Board, that the project
will not (1) increase the costs or negatively affect operation of the Closed Basin
Project (2) adversely affect the purposes of any national wildlife refuge or
Federal wildlife habitat area withdrawal located in the San Luis Valley,
Colorado; or (3) adversely affect the purposes of the Great Sand Dunes
National Monument."

"This export proposal continues to seek funding to move forward despite the
fact it would exacerbate local water challenges, even with conservation efforts,"
Bennet and Hickenlooper wrote.

The Renewable Water Resources (RWR) project, at an estimated cost of $600
million, would require building a pipeline from an confined aquifer in the San
Luis Valley, tied to the Closed Basin project, in between Alamosa and the
Great Sand Dunes National Park.

[...]

Click here to continue reading...

https://www.coloradopolitics.com/legislature/colorados-bennet-hickenlooper-notify-feds-oppose-renewable-water-resources-project/article_08867292-929b-11ec-a2f9-a3f3c0dd7431.html


BEAVER DAMS HELP WILDFIRE-RAVAGED
ECOSYSTEMS RECOVER LONG AFTER FLAMES
SUBSIDE
By Isobel Whitcomb, from Scientific American

Oregon endured the third-largest wildfire in its recorded history last summer.
The Bootleg Fire tore through the Upper Klamath Basin, an ecologically
sensitive area that is home to multiple threatened and endangered species
including the northern spotted owl and two fish—the koptu and c'waam
(shortnose sucker and Lost River sucker)—that are culturally vital to the area's
Klamath Tribes. The fire left behind a charred landscape more than twice the
size of New York City.

After the local fire season ended in autumn, Bill Tinniswood, a fisheries
biologist with the Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife, went out to survey
the damage. Ash from the fire, which burned for more than a month, had
clogged formerly pristine tributaries and turned them into black slurries.
Thriving trout populations had disappeared, presumably choked to death by
waterborne debris particles that deprived the fish of oxygen. "I was in total
shock," Tinniswood said. "It just looked like devastation."

Then Tinniswood and his team stumbled upon something even more
surprising, and somewhat encouraging: roughly five acres of pristine greenery
amid an otherwise burned-out area along Dixon Creek, a tributary in the
Sprague River watershed. At the center were roughly eight active beaver
dams. But this was more than a refuge from fire, which hundreds of beaver
dams are known to have afforded to other riparian areas. Whereas fish
seemed to have disappeared upstream of the Dixon Creek dam site, the
downstream water was crystal clear—and trout were thriving as though the fire
had never happened. The dams and ponds appeared to have altered the

https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/beaver-dams-help-wildfire-ravaged-ecosystems-recover-long-after-flames-subside/


hydrology of the landscape around them, Tinniswood says. The beavers had
effectively built something like a water treatment plant that staved off fire-
related contamination.

Similar dam-driven refuges have been documented from Colorado to
California, Idaho to Wyoming. Now, scientists are discovering that these green
sanctuaries are part of a larger story of how beaver dams contribute to fire
resilience. Along with deterring the flames themselves, beaver dams and
ponds also function as filters for ash and other fire-produced pollutants that
enter waterways—thus maintaining water quality for fish, other aquatic
animals, and humans—emerging evidence suggests.

Tinniswood isn't the first to observe that beaver dams protect streams from the
toxic effects of postfire runoff. In the past several years, as climate change has
ramped up wildfire frequency and intensity throughout the western U.S., similar
accounts have come in after fires across the region. These range from the
2018 Sharps Fire in Idaho to the 2020 Lefthand Canyon and Cameron Peak
fires in Colorado. Ecohydrologist Emily Fairfax of California State University
Channel Islands, who personally made such observations in Colorado, says
such findings support efforts to conserve and reintroduce beavers in the West,
and to establish human-made structures that mimic beaver dams—a growing
movement in riparian restoration.

[...]

Click here to continue reading...

If you'd like to share a short note and some photos from a recent trip, please
submit them to our editor.submit them to our editor. Anyone willing to contribute a column would be
appreciated.

EDITOR-PERMANENTLY-AD-HOC: Tom Palka. Members are encouraged to
contribute to this publication: fishing stories, experiences, or quotes. Send
questions or submissions by email to editor@collegiatepeakstu.orgeditor@collegiatepeakstu.org. Editor's
deadline is the 23rd of the month.
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