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FEBRUARY 2022 NEWSLETTER

CALENDAR
February 9, 6pm: Board of Directors meeting. All members welcome. Meeting
will be held over Zoom. Link:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85031346540?
pwd=d2pRRDU1SUtxYk1jQ0xNSEhtUzRzdz09

Meeting ID: 850 3134 6540
Passcode: 293195

JANUARY MEMBER MEETING RECORDING
Zoom recording of our January 2022 membership meeting. It included a
presentation by David Nickum, executive director of Colorado TU, about
national TU's new strategic plan and initiatives. This was a great way to learn
about how TU will be approaching its goals -- please watch it!

Click here to access it on YouTube.

If you're interested in reading a summary of what the new strategic plan
involves, you can read it here.

SALIDA DERBY NEEDS NEW COORDINATORS!
Ann and Henry Klaiman and Carole Perry have organized the Salida Kids'
Fishing Derby for many years. They decided that the 2022 Salida July 4 Derby
will be the last one they coordinate. The chapter needs 3 or 4 new people to
work with them on the 2022 derby with the intent that they take over the Salida
Derby after 2022.
For more information, please contact Ann and Henry Klaiman at
aeklaiman@aol.com.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3oiLJBRky10


Our chapter's poet laureate, Michael Harrington, heading out for the traditional
fly fishing on January 1st, "The First Day".

JOIN A COMMITTEE!
By Rick Helmick

Every quarter our chapter receives a list of new members that have joined
Trout Unlimited, as well as people who recently moved into our area and
transferred their membership to our chapter. We always welcome new
members, and we are excited to have you aboard! One way to get involved
with our chapter would be to consider joining one of our 17 plus
committees. No matter where your interest, skills, or passion lie, we most likely
have a place where you could contribute and put your areas of expertise to
work. Our 4th of July committee chairs are retiring from their positions, and we
are in need of several people to take that event over. 

Perhaps you have writing skills, and would like to write an occasional article for
the newspaper or newsletter, or social media experience. If so, our editor
would love to hear from you. Or our Advocacy committee, protecting our
mission by writing support and/or opposition letters when necessary.

If you have experience with fundraising, we are always looking for new ways to
finance our chapter’s expenses. We are also raising funds for our large ELC
project, on the S. Arkansas River in Salida. Also, it would be helpful to have
someone to send a few welcome letters out quarterly, so a little stuffing of
envelope/desk work. These are just a few examples of some of the many ways
you may be able to help. None of these committees require a bunch of work,
and some only have one or two activities a year, so it’s not a taxing time
commitment. And many of our meetings can be conducted via Zoom, so no
matter where you live you can hopefully contribute.

mailto:editor@collegiatepeakstu.org


A description of each committee, along with current members, are listed on
our website.

Please contact any committee chairs or officers for more information, and they
will be happy to answer your questions! All contact info is on our website.

THANK YOU!
"Thank You" to Dan & Laura Clegg for their $1,000 donation to the Chapter in
January 2022. CPC-TU will use these funds in support of our mission of
conserving, protecting and restoring the quality watershed of the Upper
Arkansas River valley for present and future generations through education,
conservation and advocacy programs and activities.

Thank you for your continuing support.

STOP THE UINTA BASIN RAILWAY (UBR)
From Friends of Browns Canyon

The UBR has all but been approved. The final hurdle is US Forest Service
approval of a right-of-way through a roadless area in Ashley National Forest.
They have already issued a draft Record of Decision approving the right-of
way. However, they just extended the objection period until March 5.

Friends of Browns Canyon has been involved with this since learning that the
parent company of the UBR is trying to reactivate the Tennessee Pass rail line,
which runs along the Gold Medal Arkansas River waters and through Browns
Canyon. 

With the expectation that the UBR will be approved, the Center for Biological
Diversity is preparing to file a lawsuit, but if we can get enough comments
objecting to the right-of-way, maybe the lawsuit won't be necessary.

At this point, the main threat to Colorado is where the Moffat Tunnel rail line
follows the Colorado River through places like Gore Canyon. And while there's
no immediate threat to the Upper Ark River and Browns Canyon, the projected
increase in rail traffic from the oil trains will max out the Moffat Tunnel line,
ensuring continued pressure to reactivate the Tennessee Pass line.

https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/about/committees
https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/about/board-of-directors
https://www.fs.usda.gov/nfs/11558/www/nepa/112043_FSPLT3_5672976.pdf


The coalition opposing the UBR has a website with more info, including a
petition and information about joining the coalition: 
https://www.stopuintabasinrailway.com/.

Direct link to sign the petition opposing the railway.

ARBWF WINTER 2022 NEWSLETTER
From The Arkansas River Basin Water Forum

We're excited to announce that the annual Arkansas River Basin Water Forum
will be held at the Salida Steam Plant on April 28 - 29, 2022! Registration is
open! 

Our active and engaged Planning Committee has been hard at work preparing
an insightful program for this year's Forum. In order to work around Covid
concerns we have stepped outside of the box in our planning efforts by offering
a hybrid event in which our guests may choose between attending virtually or
in-person. We are also offering many opportunities to experience the great
outdoors! We have arranged several tours that feature various water related
activities taking place in the upper basin. We have also moved our fun and
entertaining Percolation -n- Runoff social event to an outside venue. Our 2022
theme is "Risk and Resilience in the Arkansas River Basin" and our Keynote
speaker is Dan Gibbs, Executive Director of Colorado Department of Natural
Resources. Check out the entire program below!  

You can read their newsletter by clicking here.

The new issue of Headwaters magazine, focused on wildfire and watersheds is
also available online. Check out the issue!

https://www.stopuintabasinrailway.com/petition
https://www.arbwf.org/registration.html
https://mailchi.mp/944d63b5c033/arbwf-winter-newsletter-forum-registration-is-open
https://www.watereducationcolorado.org/publications-and-radio/headwaters-magazine/fall-2021-the-wests-new-megafires/


FISHING IN ALASKA
By Karen Dils, from our website

I have been fortunate to fish in this amazing state about 18 different times,
mostly on do it yourself trips in a variety of places. If you ever have a chance to
go, just DO IT! Even if you catch no fish (which has never happened) it is an
amazing environment and you'll learn to appreciate the conveniences you have
here. Flying makes you realize the ruggedness of the place.

Below are a variety of ways to fish and I'm happy to chat with anyone. We've
done all of them. Many of our trips have been with other TU members which is
always fun (Bob Gray, Mike Perry, Keith Krebs, Dan Clegg, Dan Stockton,
Steve & Tracy Craig.) These are from "easiest" to "more challenging." There
are tons of online sources of outfitters, guides, and rentals.

There are numerous lodges from $3000 a week to $8000 or more a week,
some DIY and most fully guided. Several CPC members have enjoyed the
reasonably priced Naknek River Camp (https://naknekrivercamp.com/) near
Katmai National Park, not fancy, and it offers big river and small stream fishing
and BEAR WATCHING – closely! Some offer fly-outs which are usually extra.
Again, make sure they have expertise in the type of fishing you want. We
recently did a trip where the big power boats were not well suited for fly anglers
(but we still caught fish). Ask about how long a trip it is in the boat before you
start fishing, do you stop at different places to fish, are you only "bead" fishing
or streamers or nymphs or dries (most likely on grayling), sight fishing, wading
at all, wildlife sightings (we saw lots of moose and 3 types of loons on our last
trip). Discuss cancellation policies and weather delays, tipping policies and
credit card charges. Surprises can damper a trip. Sometimes outfitters will
have both spin and fly gear you can use. We've found it's always a good idea
to take a spinning rod if you want to increase your chances of catching some
kinds of fish. Find out if they'll freeze and package your fish (the Anchorage

https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/fishing-in-alaska
https://naknekrivercamp.com/


airport has a freezer but you can't be guaranteed to put your fish there if you
are overnighting). Outlying lodges/cabins often don't have freezing capability.

[...]

Click here to continue reading on our website... (more photos too!)

New no-trespassing signs can be seen by the Wellsville bridge. Many anglers
unknowingly trespassed on private land, fishing all the way down to the bridge.
The landowner is apparently making that river section accessible for a rod fee.
RareWaters partners with quite a few landowners in our valley, and is a
contributor to Trout Unlimited.

RIVER SPEAK
PALE

is the FEBURARY sky to
the eye and brief the
mid-day sunny hours.

To engage and endure requires
will power. Even the dim whitish

light seems brittle.

Exposed skin feels tight,
warm blood, a little.

Winter climbing up the
backside, no telling how long

it will last. Winds of winter continue
to blow. Maybe we'll see our shadow?

Ignore the chill up the spine, concentrate
with your cast, skip the whine, catch the fish,

https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/fishing-in-alaska


maybe not. There's nothing like a gourmet
meal and a fine wine. But a burger

and a beer will do just fine!

Snow will fall, melt, expose a surprise;
Warm Red Hearts amongst the wedges

brightens February--Happy Valentines Day.

Winter is nature preparing for change.
Cussing the ice, snow, a blizzard?

Don't
IT'S YOUR WATER

M H

FLASHBACK
Beaver called key to increasing wetlands

By Gary Gerhardt, from Rocky Mountain News, 1991

"Without beaver, all you'd have here is short-grass prairie and a trickle of water
running straight down a narrow channel," said Mallett, former president of the
Western River Guides, and now head of Adventure Travel Society. Ranney is
president of American wild Lands, Englewood based environmental group.

"But the beaver dam spreads the water over a large area, and now the willows
have set in. In time, cottonwoods will return," said Mallett. 

The pair believe re-establishing beaver in statewide streams is the logical way



to expand the state's dwindling wetlands. "They estimated 200 to 400 million
beaver in the West before trappers wiped them out in the 1840's," Ranney
said. "Computer models suggest the moisture cycle changed when all that
surface water was lost and may actually have changed the climate of the West,
an incredible impact."

They would like to establish "living demonstration projects" in areas under
different land management - public, private, state, federal-each with different
ecosystems.

They say it would take 3-5 years to monitor changes in the riparian habitat and
water tables.

Ranney and Mallett believe the project and ranching can go together. "Once
the willow were established and the water spread out, the ranchers would have
more water naturally than they've ever had before. Who knows, you return
beaver to South Park and you might naturally store as much water there as
they would have stored in Two Forks," Mallett said.

Note: Two Forks never happened.

CURRENT UPDATE from Jerry Mallett:

The presentations from the 2021 Colorado Beaver Summit can be seen at:
https://coloradobeaversummit.org/research/

An article from the Forest Service Employees for Environmental Ethics:
https://www.fseee.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/FSEEE-Newsletter-Fall-
2021-WEB.pdf

While there is a tremendous scientific gain in programs addressing beaver
work and benefits to wetlands, limiting wildfires and sequestering carbon, there
remains resistance from some natural resource management for better water
resources and beaver programs. The US Forest Service which manages the
headwater sources of western watersheds is moving too slow in implementing
aggressive watershed programs in national forest management plans.



A January brown on self-made bamboo rod -- always a treat! (photo: TP)

[Editor: although our rivers are nowhere near as filled with trash as the rivers
discussed in the article below, I found some of the approaches to river
cleaning fascinating. Click the link to see details, read about "bubble barriers",
and more]

A man paddles along the Citarum River in West Java, Indonesia, one of the
word's most polluted rivers. In 2018, it was estimated that 20,000 tonnes of

rubbish and 350,000 tonnes of wastewater were dumped in it every day.
Photograph: Andrea Carrubba/The Guardian



MEET MR TRASH WHEEL – AND THE OTHER NEW
DEVICES THAT EAT RIVER PLASTIC
By Russell Thomas, from The Guardian

The Great Bubble Barrier is just that – a wall of bubbles. It gurgles across the
water in a diagonal screen, pushing plastic to one side while allowing fish and
other wildlife to pass unharmed.

The technology, created by a Dutch firm and already being used in
Amsterdam, is being trialled in the Douro River in Porto, Portugal, as part of
the EU-supported Maelstrom (marine litter sustainable removal and
management) project.

It is the latest in a series of new technologies designed to find sustainable
ways to remove and treat river debris before it reaches the sea.

Plastic can be spread by natural disasters, such as a tsunami, which can push
invasive species and debris halfway across the world. But rivers carry a much
more regular supply of plastic to the oceans. Research in 2017 found that 10
river systems transport 90% of all the plastic that ends up in the world's oceans
(two in Africa – the Nile and Niger – with the other eight in Asia: the Ganges,
Indus, Yellow, Yangtze, Haihe, Pearl, Mekong and Amur).

Molly Morse, a scientist at UC Santa Barbara's Benioff Ocean Initiative and
lead on its global Clean Currents Coalition, says: "In some cases, communities
don't have access to proper waste pickup services and must turn to what might
seem to be the only alternative: dump the trash directly in the river to be
carried away.

"In other cases, plastic litter on land is moved by rain or wind into a river, where
[…] the plastic may make its way to the ocean."

An estimated 0.8m to 2.7m tonnes of plastic are carried by rivers to the ocean
each year. That is the equivalent of 66,000 to 225,000 doubledecker buses.

Without barriers, river currents carry plastic directly to the sea, where it
becomes far trickier to tackle: plastic often floats for vast distances, can host
invasive species and becomes part of the wider plastisphere, such as the
concentration of seaborne waste in the Great Pacific garbage patch.

That is why some scientists are calling for greater efforts to stop plastic going
into rivers in the first place. A 2020 study found that a "significant reduction" of
plastic in the ocean could be achieved only by stopping it reaching the sea, or
through a combination of river barriers and other clean-up devices.

[...]

Click here to continue reading...

FISHING QUOTE

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/jan/11/meet-mr-trash-wheel-and-the-other-ingenious-tools-that-eat-river-plastic
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2022/jan/11/meet-mr-trash-wheel-and-the-other-ingenious-tools-that-eat-river-plastic


"This winter I'm determined for once to fish sensibly, and by that I mean in
comfort, to try not only to match the hatch but also to match the weather."

Tom Sutcliffe, M.D., "Reflections On Fishing" (1990)

Little Snake River seen on Thursday, July 1, 2021, near Maybell, Colorado.
(Hugh Carey, The Colorado Sun)

$90 MILLION SETTLEMENT REACHED TO PAY FOR
MINE CLEANUP NEAR SILVERTON
By Aedan Hannon, from The Durango Herald

A $90 million settlement between the federal government, Colorado and the
owners of the Sunnyside Mine will pay for additional cleanup at the Bonita
Peak Mining District Superfund site after years of litigation.

The Environmental Protection Agency, Justice Department, Department of the
Interior, Department Agriculture and state of Colorado announced Friday they
have reached a settlement with Sunnyside Gold Corp. and its parent company
Kinross Gold Corp. to fund remediation in the Bonita Peak Mining District near
Silverton.

In the case of an old-fashioned standoff, the federal government will drop its
claims against Sunnyside Gold Corp. and Canadian mining company Kinross
Gold Corp. and the two companies will drop their claims against the federal
government after the settlement.

Sunnyside Gold Corp. will pay $40.95 million to the federal government and
the EPA and another $4.05 million to Colorado, while the United States will
contribute $45 million to the cleanup of mining contamination in the area.

"Today's settlement holds these companies accountable for their past mining
operations at the site," Assistant Attorney General Todd Kim of the Justice

https://www.durangoherald.com/articles/90-million-settlement-reached-to-pay-for-mine-cleanup-near-silverton/


Department's Environment and Natural Resources Division said in a news
release. "This settlement demonstrates the Justice Department's and cleanup
agencies' continuing efforts, together with our state partners, to ensure that
Superfund sites are investigated and remediated."

The agreement marks the end of Sunnyside Gold Corp.'s remediation work in
the Bonita Peak Mining District. The EPA previously ordered the company to
undertake a costly investigation of groundwater in the area in March 2018.

The state of Colorado has also released Sunnyside from its reclamation permit
obligations, which require the company to clean up its past mining operations
and meet the conditions of a reclamation plan approved by the Colorado
Department of Reclamation, Mining and Safety, a branch of the state's
Department of Natural Resources.

In addition, the settlement limits the future liability of both Sunnyside Gold
Corp. and its parent company.

"SGC is pleased to see its resources put toward further improving water quality
rather than protracted litigation with the federal government, a time-consuming,
expensive and resource-intensive process," a news release from Gina Myers,
director of Sunnyside Gold Corp.'s reclamation operations, said.

The settlement was made as a matter of practicality with no admission of
wrongdoing or liability, Myers said in an email to The Durango Herald.

[...]

Click here to continue reading...

https://www.durangoherald.com/articles/90-million-settlement-reached-to-pay-for-mine-cleanup-near-silverton/


A LOOK AT COLORADO'S 'CATHEDRAL' OF FISH, WHERE
ENDANGERED TROUT ARE BRED

By Seth Boster, from Out There Colorado

LEADVILLE * At the end of a snowpacked road through willows and
evergreens, a Victorian building emerges that looks home to royalty.

Instead, it is home to fish.

"A lot of people are very, very surprised when they come here," Josh Homer
says. "They had no idea."

Homer is the tall, bearded manager of Leadville National Fish Hatchery. For
130 years, between these sandstone walls, some of Colorado anglers' most-
desired trout have been raised for catching. They've been stocked in some of
the region's most-desired waters, including Turquoise and Twin lakes and
streams stretching far beyond. Shiny rainbows typically leave a respectable 10
inches, fed by Homer and the hatchery's resident hands.

Feeding and tank cleaning are daily chores. In winter, shoveling and plowing
are other tasks here above 10,000 feet. People find snow piled high on the
hatchery's historic walls.

They might come to see the fish. Or they might come for the trails in the
surrounding woods flanked by Colorado's highest peaks. Annually, the site
sees an estimated 50,000 visits.

"In the summer, there's an irrigation ditch that runs and trickles down the slope
next to the nature trail," says Judie Cole, with the nonprofit Friends of Leadville
National Fish Hatchery. "And I swear there's elves and fairies that live there.
It's really magical."

Magical, repeats her husband, Mark. "I mean, the hatchery building itself is like
a cathedral."

A cathedral originally with a soaring ceiling and oak beams. Today, perhaps
Colorado's holiest fish swims here.

That's the greenback cutthroat trout, the genetically pure strain thought to be
extinct before research earlier this century.

In 2008, 66 adults of the group discovered on Pikes Peak's Bear Creek
watershed were transported to a Salida facility to begin a spawning, restoration
effort. That effort continues out of the Leadville hatchery, where the
greenbacks are reared and bound for several lakes around the state.

[...]

Click here to continue reading...

https://www.outtherecolorado.com/news/a-look-at-colorados-cathedral-of-fish-where-endangered-trout-are-bred/article_c43bdc92-ea2c-5b97-8ba1-c30040726304.html
https://www.outtherecolorado.com/news/a-look-at-colorados-cathedral-of-fish-where-endangered-trout-are-bred/article_c43bdc92-ea2c-5b97-8ba1-c30040726304.html


THE HOOVER DAM MADE LIFE IN THE WEST
POSSIBLE. OR SO WE THOUGHT.
By Timothy Egan, from The New York Times

LAKE MEAD, Nev.— Few things force you to confront hubris and genius at the
same time as much as the magnificent harness on the Colorado River that
created the largest reservoir in the United States.

To build Hoover Dam in the 1930s, an army of Depression-era daredevils
poured enough concrete to form a two-lane road from Seattle to Miami. The
dam powered Los Angeles and birthed modern Las Vegas. Downriver canals
made Arizona habitable year-round, delivered cold water to drinking fountains
in Disneyland and created an Eden for winter vegetables in Southern
California.

Humans bent nature to their will to shape a civilization in an arid land. Now,
human activity — the accelerant of climate change — is threatening those
dreams. Lake Mead, the big man-made body of water behind the dam, has
sunk to near its lowest level since it was filled, signaling ripples of change in
the world made possible by the backed-up Colorado River.

You may think you've seen this movie before: the parched and elaborately
plumbed West crying for relief. But the dry spell that began at the dawn of this
century, and has persisted for nearly two decades, is one for the ages.
Scientists call this a megadrought, one of the worst in nearly 500 years. And
this is just the beginning.

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/05/14/opinion/water-hoover-dam-climate-change.html


Still, why care about the big bathtub in the backyard of Las Vegas, that
improbable, well-watered city in the middle of the Mojave Desert? It's easy to
make fun of a place where ads for divorce lawyers pop up a screen while you
pump your gas, where one planned community is called the Lakes and another
Desert Shores.

Las Vegas is among the fastest-warming cities in the United States, its
average temperature having risen 5.76 degrees since 1970, according to one
analysis. But Vegas, and other oasis metropolises like Los Angeles, Phoenix
and Tucson, are not the problem. Water use has actually fallen in Arizona
since the 1950s. These cities have been praised for creative use of the world's
most precious resource by conservationists.

The problem is us — a planet in fast-declining health. Think of Lake Mead as
the world's largest heart monitor. Right now, it's showing extreme distress.
Within a few months, water levels are projected to reach a critically low
threshold that will force cutbacks throughout the system.

Nobody wants a desiccated West, a place where dying trees outnumber the
living ones in many places, where wildfires are not a seasonal siege but a
year-round peril, where once-fertile fields are permanently fallowed.

But it's here now, and a reservoir built to hold enough water to flood all of New
York State a foot deep appears to be inexorably drying up.

[...]

Click here to continue reading...

If you'd like to share a short note and some photos from a recent trip, please
submit them to our editor.submit them to our editor. Anyone willing to contribute a column would be
appreciated.

EDITOR-PERMANENTLY-AD-HOC: Tom Palka. Members are encouraged to
contribute to this publication: fishing stories, experiences, or quotes. Send
questions or submissions by email to editor@collegiatepeakstu.orgeditor@collegiatepeakstu.org. Editor's
deadline is the 23rd of the month.
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