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UPCOMING EVENTS
November 12: Year in Review meeting, at Poncha Springs Town Hall. Details
will be forthcoming.

For more information, check our website calendar.

SUPPORTERS OF CPC
 
CPC Thanks Ron & Jan Marsh for their recent $25 donation in support of our
mission.

ANOTHER BUSY SUMMER MONTH!
By Rick Helmick

As I sit and reflect on this past and final month of the summer, the fall leaves
are in full color, the day/night temps are dropping, and we have a great month
of fall fishing ahead of us! The seasons are flying by much too quickly. And as
we wind down our chapter's last big summer projects and events, I realize we
accomplished a whole lot of good work this past month of September:

We filed against Zephyr Gold USA, and their proposed Dawson Gold
Mine adjacent to Grape Creek and the Grape Creek Wilderness Study
Area. We got CTU and other chapters to joined in, such as the Southern
Co. Greenbacks. This work actually started in August, when we filed our
objections with both the Colorado Division of Reclamation, Mining, and
Safety (DRMS), as well as the Fremont County Commissioners.
We also filed against the Union Milling Co., and their proposed use of
sodium cyanide in Leadville in the milling process of treating mine
tailings, as well as the type and number of proposed liners to contain
these chemicals.
We had another very successful Labor Day Fishing Derby in Buena Vista
this past Sept. 4th. It was one of the best turnouts ever!

https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/calendar
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2xu06WtApcs
https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/files/monotube-locations.jpg


Your CPC BoD went on record in support of the Chaffee County Outdoor
Recreation Management Plan. 
Stream Explorers is currently underway, commencing every Friday for
four weeks from Sept 24th thru Oct 15th. Email Keith Krebs at:
keithkrebsarchitect@gmail.com to help connect middle school youth with
our river in their own back yard!
Monday Moonlight Pizza non-profit day was Sept 20th, and dedicated to
our very own CPCTU.
We just finished our High Country Greenback stocking project Sept
27th. CPW and fourteen CPC volunteers released over 11,000 fry into
some pretty incredible & beautiful habitat! Article to follow next month.
Gene Milus built a Monotube to be installed at Sands Lake, giving that
location its second tube.

Our chapter got a whole lot done for our communities this past month, as we
do throughout the entire summer. And a huge THANK YOU to our very special
board of directors & officers, as well as all of our members, who contribute - for
your constant dedication, commitment, and countless volunteer hours to fulfill
Trout Unlimited's mission!

MOONLIGHT PIZZA NON PROFIT DAY
By Rick Helmick

Thanks to everyone that came out Sept 20th! It was great to see and visit with
chapter members and friends. With the strong winds that day, expectations for
a mild CPC showing were expected. Luckily downtown was surprisingly calm,
sunny, and beautiful out on their patio. We had a showing of around 20
members while we were there, and some of our Cedar Gate neighbors came
out during the day. We counted three or four trucks with fly rod holders on their
toppers, drive up and pickup takeout orders. And some of our Pickleball friends



in town ordered delivery, so a big thank you to all our extended TU friends and
supporters! Business was booming as our non profit day coincided with their
once a month Full Moon Day.  

We are already booked on their calendar for next year, Sept 12th. And thank
you to board member Kim LeTourneau, for taking this photo!

BV FISHING DERBY
By Bill Dvorak

The BV Labor Day Fishing derby was a great success with 107 kids fishing, the
most ever, @70 fish caught and the BV Optimists Club providing both
breakfast and lunch. While I had helped as a volunteer a few times in the past it
was my first time to run the show. It was incredibly easy to follow in the
footsteps of the great job Bob and Marjie Gray had done for the previous 20
plus years. They deserve a huge thank you for that long term commitment.

Warden Kevin Madler and Kail, another CPW warden, gave the kids a nice
welcome as well as information about fishing rules and regulations. CPW also
provided over 50 rod and reel combo poles so everyone who wanted one came
away with the ability to continue fishing.

There were over 20 CCTU volunteers who helped rig rods with line and bait,
measured fish, registered the kids, and helped put up and take down the
registration area. Thank you to all who volunteered. Many said it was the most
fun thing they did with CCTU and they were so pleased that it came together
again.



There were 5 winners awarded prizes as follows:
First girl to catch a fish  Madison Smythe 11 years old  in 45 seconds
First boy to catch a fish  Wade Eleson     9 years old  in 15 seconds
Longest fish girl       Violet Eleson    14 years old 12 1/2 inches
Longest fish boy       Dominic Goodwin  9 years old 12 1/2 inches
Youngest catch a fish   Woodrow Choate  3 years old 10 1/2 inches

We had a great weather day and want to again acknowledge the Optimist Club
for the food they provided, the CPW for the rods and reels and most
particularly for stocking the pond with fish the day before the event, and all the
CCTU volunteers for their help in making this event happen.

Headline photo by Reed Dils. Click here to view more photos.

AUGUST BOARD MEETING VIDEO

PLEASE LEND A HAND TO EMPTY A MONO TUBE
 
There are mono tubes located in several State Wildlife Fishing Easements in
Chaffee and southern Park County. These tubes are checked a couple of
times a year and emptied as needed by Pam Simpson, CPC Treasurer. Should
you be fishing in these easements, please lend a hand if you can and check
the tubes and empty as needed. Your help is appreciated!
 
See below for the locations of these tubes:

https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/buena-vista-kids-fishing-derby-2021
https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/files/monotube-locations.jpg




HIGH COUNTRY FISH STOCKING
By Jim Impara

Every couple years the Department of Parks and Wildlife (CPW) releases
excess cutthroat trout from the Mt. Shavano Hatchery into local high mountain
streams and lakes. Our local chapter of Trout Unlimited (TU) provides
volunteers to help with the stocking. Today about 12 TU members and some
CPW staff stocked several thousand fry (fish about 1 1/2" to 2" long) into a
variety of high mountain locations. Barbara and I took our 4-wheeler up to the
end of CR376 and hiked into the Collegiate Peaks Wilderness to drop a bag of
fry into Frenchmen's Creek. What fun. The fall colors are awesome.

FISHING QUOTE
 
"There will be days when the fishing is better than one's most optimistic
forecast, others when it is far worse. Either is a gain over just staying home."
 
Roderick Haig Brown

High mountain lake cutthroat (photo TP)

GREG FELT INTERVIEW WITH DESTINATION
ANGLER
By Greg Felt, from ArkAnglers monthly newsletter

In closing, I would like to again share with you the link to my early September
podcast with Destination Angler's Steve Haigh. This one-hour conversation
traveled the length of the Arkansas River, considered the lessons for both



mind and heart that are available on her current, and explored some of the
leadership lessons learned in my experiences as a guide, student of water,
and rural Colorado politician. If you have a commute or lunchbreak during
which you'd like to step out of your reality and into the Arkansas, I encourage
you to give this a listen. Destination Angler Interview

FISHING AT SPINNEY RESERVOIR 
By Tom Parkes

I am sending these photos for a few fish I caught this last month on a three day
trip to Spinney Reservoir. It is one the best still water fishery in the state.
Formed by the South Platte River, Spinney Reservoir is full of monster trout
that hide in numerous bays, drop-offs, and weed beds. I think to land these
"torpedo" big boys you need all of the angling skills you can utilize as some of
these guys are 25 plus inches. They are very healthy and pound for pound
these fish pull harder than any I have caught in Colorado as I am a native. In
the month of August and 3 fishing days with my brother-in-law I have caught a
21inch, 23 inches, and 25 inches. These fish were caught using dry flies on top
(variations of brown/black/white and red followed by a dropper (25 inches) of
scuds and jigs with stripping 2-3 inches at a time. The 25 inches fought me the
entire area around my 17 foot Tracker Boat and kept me mesmerized for 20
minutes before netting him into the boat. All fish were released but not before
we took their pictures leaving us with beautiful memories of this adventure. I
have included a few photos for everyone to enjoy.

https://destinationangler.libsyn.com/website/leadership-and-fly-fishing-on-the-arkansas-river-with-greg-felt-arkanglers


RIVER SPEAK
INDIAN SUMMER FAUCET

(drip drip drip)

October's natural low flows beginning
to cool, for winter waiting.

September's equinox changes two body
clocks that like day and night, briefly

become as one, equally ready.

Skillful wading, tread carefully,
trout are spawning. You find the jewels in 
shallow seams grazing together, as you

gaze into their cautionary iso pockets gazing
nonchalantly aware of your stance in stone.

You move, a fish you will not own.
They seem to be saying

"show me what you're made of."
Woe is you - what do you do?

Catch the fish!

Matching wits, winning, following a different 
tug, chancing to be more efficient sociably

over channeling into docility.

October, in autumn's third season offers
a resplendency of blue skies, soft warm air,

colorful clouds, bright leaves fall, sink
noiseless into the rivers easy flowing

bankside hush, the only sound
is why you are there.

Easy does it - don't rush.
(surmise) 

SPLASH RISE

M H



THE FUTURE OF TROUT FISHING IN THE WEST
COULD BE IN HOT WATER
By Christine Peterson, from Outdoor Life

By mid-July this summer, laminated signs attached to caution cones lined the
Yampa River throughout Steamboat Springs, Colorado, declaring: "ALL RIVER
USERS ARE ASKED TO REFRAIN FROM ENTERING THE YAMPA RIVER
UNTIL FURTHER NOTICE."

Flows were 20 percent of normal. Water temperatures approached 80 degrees
during the day. A river usually full of people bobbing on float tubes, paddling on
standup boards, or casting lines to fish holding in deep, clear pools was void of
human activity.

The Yampa River, which winds about 250 miles from the Flat Top Mountains
through Steamboat Springs, and into lower elevations was not alone this
summer. Rivers across the West were closed for much of the summer—by
mandate or as volunteer restrictions—in a desperate attempt by water
managers to keep fish alive. These closures made headlines during this
summer of historic drought, but really, the issues trace farther back than a
single fishing season.

"If you look at the last four years, it's been very tough on trout," says Bill
Atkinson, aquatic biologist for Colorado Parks and Wildlife in Steamboat
Springs. "We had about 3,200 trout per mile over 6 inches in my fall sampling
on the Yampa River through Steamboat in 2015. In the fall of 2019, that was
down to about 1,900 trout per mile."

That's a decrease of 40 percent. This year could be even worse, he says.

https://www.outdoorlife.com/conservation/future-trout-fishing-and-drought/


Anyone paying attention to news from the West this summer heard stories like
these. We read about historic wildfires consuming towns, of salmon floating
belly up, and of streams drying. But the root of the issue here isn't about what
happened in June, July, or August, and is still happening now. It's about why
hot water is so bad for cold-water species like trout and whitefish, and what
could be done—if anything—to make the situation better.

[...]

Click here to continue reading...

FLASHBACK

Sand Lake Project

by Henry Klaiman, October 2007
 
As part of TU's contribution to a Fishing Is Fun Grant begun a few years ago,
Collegiate Peaks Anglers helped DOW complete trail improvements at Sand
Lake in Salida. Chaffee County contributed the road base material used for the
trail, and DOW personnel distributed it along the path with a small front-end
loader.

TU volunteers then applied their efforts to spreading and leveling the "trail
mix." People who use the trail should find it dry more often because natural
springs in the area frequently made the existing trail soggy.

Participating for the chapter were Bob Chamberlain, Mark Cole, Bob Delany,
Michael Harrington, Ann Klaiman, Henry Klaiman, and Mike Newell.

https://www.outdoorlife.com/conservation/future-trout-fishing-and-drought/


'GENETICALLY UNIQUE' TROUT TO BE STOCKED
ON PIKES PEAK
By David Mullen, from The Denver Gazette

Colorado Parks and Wildlife officers will stock genetically unique cutthroat trout
into the remote creeks high on Pikes Peak next week.

The trout were rescued from the Hayden Pass Fire in 2016 and is part of the
agency's cutthroat restoration project. Officers will stock the fish in South
Ruxton Creek and North French Creek, according to a news release. 

"Stocking these unique fish into Ruxton Creek is a key step to preserving these
unique genes and ensuring we continue to have them on our landscape," said
Josh Nehring, assistant aquatic section manager for Colorado Parks and
Wildlife.

Last fall, Cory Noble, an aquatic biologist with CPW identified Ruxton Creek as
a rare fish creek and determined its habitat would be favorable for the cutthroat
trout. The lack of fish makes the process of establishing a population much
easier, officials said. 

Wildlife officials began searching for remote high-altitude creeks to serve as
new homes for the cutthroat trout, shortly after the Hayden Pass Fire was
extinguished. The fire charred 16,754 acres and as a result made the species
home uninhabitable, officials said. 

[...]

https://denvergazette.com/news/environment/genetically-unique-trout-to-be-stocked-on-pikes-peak/article_cbf74176-1c07-11ec-bb9f-8330cf97b004.html


Click here to continue reading...

SAN JUAN CUTTHROAT RESTORATION PROJECT
ON WOLF CREEK
From CPW press release

The effort by Colorado Parks and Wildlife to restore San Juan Cutthroat Trout
in the San Juan River Basin will continue with a key project to remove non-
native trout in the headwaters of Wolf Creek in the San Juan National Forest.
 
CPW crews, with assistance from the San Juan National Forest, will conduct
removal efforts of non-native fish the week of Aug. 30. Wolf Creek from the top
of the pass to Forest Road 725 (Wolf Creek Road) will be closed to the public
for the week while crews conduct the removal operations. The public may
access the creek below Forest Road 725 during this time.
 
This closure is for the creek only and has no impact on traffic on U.S. Highway
160.
 
The goal of CPW and the San Juan National Forest is to establish a population
of recently discovered San Juan Cutthroat Trout in the headwaters of Wolf
Creek down to a large 200-foot waterfall a half-mile downstream of Forest
Road 39 – known as Fall Creek Road – off U.S. 160. This project is being
conducted in three phases.

[...]

Click here to continue reading...

https://denvergazette.com/news/environment/genetically-unique-trout-to-be-stocked-on-pikes-peak/article_cbf74176-1c07-11ec-bb9f-8330cf97b004.html
https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/News-Release-Details.aspx?NewsID=7899
https://cpw.state.co.us/aboutus/Pages/News-Release-Details.aspx?NewsID=7899


If you'd like to share a short note and some photos from a recent trip, please
submit them to our editor.submit them to our editor. Anyone willing to contribute a column would be
appreciated.

EDITOR-PERMANENTLY-AD-HOC: Tom Palka. Members are encouraged to
contribute to this publication: fishing stories, experiences, or quotes. Send
questions or submissions by email to editor@collegiatepeakstu.orgeditor@collegiatepeakstu.org. Editor's
deadline is the 23rd of the month.
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