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SEPTEMBER 2021 NEWSLETTER

Greetings! hope you enjoy our summer trip edition of the newsletter. With the
pandemic temporarily slowed down, our members have been traveling to fish
in exciting places. Scroll on down to see photos from Montana, Alaska,
Wisconsin. A few more articles deal with the issue of fishing during hot
weather. Tight lines, --editor.

UPCOMING EVENTS
September 4: Buena Vista Fishing Derby. More informationMore information.

September 20: Moonlight Monday fundraiser. Read more below.

For more information, check our website calendar.

MOONLIGHT PIZZA : SEPTEMBER 20
Here is another opportunity to socialize or meet new CPC members! Put
Monday, the 20th of this month on your calendar now, and be there! We will

https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/events/event/buena-vista-fishing-derby-2021
https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/calendar


gather around 5-5:30ish, but you are welcome to patronize them anytime
during the entire day or evening, or order take out or delivery. Remember that
CPC-TU receives 10% back on all sales on this Non-Profit Monday, so please
come on out and support this business that gives back to our community. I
might add that one of the partners is a CPC member, so say hello to Bryan
Ward, and his partner Heather Adams, when you drop in!

Hopefully this year we will be allowed to mingle, and be able to sit at large
tables together, so we will just have to see what this restaurants COVID
protocols will be. See you there!

CHAPTER LOSES TWO LONGTIME FRIENDS
Longtime chapter member and president in 91-92, Paul Sazonick, left us at the
age of 88. Paul was very active in the chapter in the 90’s and still retained his
membership.

Nancy Drennan, wife of former member Jim Drennan, also passed away
suddenly. Jim and Nancy came on several chapter camping trips and helped
with events and projects.

Our condolences go to their families.



SEARCHING FOR SHEEFISH
By Larry Payne

Karen & Reed Dils, Mike Perry, Bob Gray, Steve Craig and Larry Payne were
in a very remote, untouched area of Alaska. The Holitna River and its
tributaries are highly rated and listed in the state’s top 10 Alaskan Rivers for
fly-fishing or lures. We were after the Sheefish. Sheefish belong to the family
Coregonidae under the Order Salmoniformes, which includes all salmon, trout,
and chars, and like most salmon species, are anadromous. Anadromous fish
are those that hatch in fresh water, migrate to and mature in seawater, and
return to spawn in fresh water. Sheefish may weigh up to 60 lbs and measure
over 45 inches in length.



Larry Payne and Mike Perry with their catches



AN INTERESTING FISHING LODGE EXPERIENCE
By Karen Dils

Through our chapter I have met many great folks, some of whom are now
lifelong friends and traveling companions. Many of you remember longtime
member Dan Stockton and his wife, Leslie, who moved to Bozeman. Dan was
a guide for ArkAnglers for many years and loved teaching newbies how to fish.
He still helps with veterans’ groups in Bozeman.

Several years ago when we were camping in Red Rocks Lakes National
Wildlife Refuge in Montana (just south of Henry’s Lake in Idaho), we ran
across a sign for Elk Lake Resort. The road looked terrible so we didn’t go up,
but knowing Dan came to that area frequently, we told him about it. They went
and loved it and have been back several times because the fishing and food
was so good. It’s rustic, historic, and in a wonderful, quiet setting with
awesome food and very friendly owners who live there year-round. For Dan's
75th birthday, Leslie suggested they go to Elk Lake although they’d never been
there in June. Former chapter members Steve and Tracy Craig (now in
Greeley) and my husband, Reed, and I joined them.

Reed and I camped near the resort and fished the lower lake before we were
to check in. I’m walking to the lake and I hear someone say, “Is your name
Karen?” It turns out to be one of my first 8th graders from Buena Vista who
was with another former student of mine! Small world. He had been an ornery
student who egged my house with his best friend (who ended up being my
head river guide for years). She had played basketball for me and remembered



a junior high tournament we won about 35 years ago! I’d seen him 20 years
ago at that same friend’s wedding (who now runs a successful fly fishing
business in Missoula). Most 8th graders grow up to be productive members of
society, thankfully!

At our USFS primitive campsite just up the road by Elk Lake which we’d had to
ourselves, an old “hippie" bus pulls up and a couple gets out. They said, “You
don’t mind if we take a little skinny dip, do you?” It was really hot. Then a friend
joined them with his son (who kept his clothes on). Turns out they work at
Grand Targhee and come over here to fish and trap crawdads at several lakes
(without much success at this time). One guy said he’d towed someone up the
hill near the lodge and the guy gave him a bunch of hand-tied streamers. He
gave them to us!

During our few days at Elk Lake, we enjoyed the “fishing” but not so much
catching. One night we went out from about 8-10 pm since it stays light so long
and the fish were rising everywhere. All of us caught some nice fish, but I think
Leslie out-fished everyone. The next day was not good although Steve fished
Red Rock Creek and caught a couple of grayling. Our trolling motor was
having trouble so we couldn’t go too far on the lake. Stocktons got towed up
the lake by a friend with a motor on his belly boat! They got a few nice ones.
That night we expected more risers and catching, but wind came up so few
risers and fewer caught. 

The owners have a unique birthday tradition at the bar. When any liquor bottle
is empty they pour the little that is left into a special bottle. When it’s your
birthday, you get a free shot from that bottle! Lots of different flavors never to
be repeated the same way!

Being out in the boonies (an hour to any store and where you have to pick up
your food deliveries), add in Covid and the supply chain issues, and this
summer was a real challenge in the kitchen. Laurel, owner and cook, whipped
up amazing meals for us!

So what I learned from this trip, is even if you’ve been to a fishing place before,
it could be very different at a different time. In fact they just had a close
encounter with a wildfire but thankfully it didn’t get to them or the lake. Weather
changes, winds change, but the enjoyment of being with good friends doesn’t
change. It’s not always about the “catching.” Here’s one nice cutthroat Karen
caught and a mini Fly Gals reunion photo!



FISHING QUOTE
"It is just as well to remember that angling is only a recreation, not a
profession. We usually find that men of the greatest experience are the most
liberal and least dogmatic."

Theodore Gordon  



COLLABORATING
By Karen Dils

On a windy Friday recently chapter members helped remove invasive bull
thistle and giant mullein from the river bank and pond area around Ruby Mt.
Springs. Our help was requested by one of our past business sponsors, Nestle
(now Blue Triton). It was “sticky” work as there are big spines on bull
thistle. Property manager, Dan Johannsen, was physically limited due to a
rotator cuff and bicep problem, so he asked if we could round up some
volunteers. I thought it would only be my husband, Reed, and me, but veteran
and rarely available members stepped up. I’d like to thank Larry Payne (in spite
of back issues), Carla Gershenoff, Rick Helmick, Reed Dils, Jeff Keidel, and
Dale Shoemaker for their fine efforts. Dan and Liz from their hydrological firm
in Boulder also helped a great deal. Dan provided sharp lopers to those of us
who needed them and a hedge cutter to reduce some willows. 

There are photos of our group and the trailer full of about 15 bags of vegetation
with bundled willows on top in Dan’s trailer. As someone said, “Many hands
make light work” so thank you and it was great to see folks in person!



RIVER SPEAK
THERE

The Angler's Noun
 

There, every fisher has one.
Someplace on a river or stream.

There is seldom a generality, but a
precise footing on a bend somewhere,
a place where every riffle, every willow,

every cloud is in place. You can be near there
or by there, but there is no place like there.

 
EASILY DREAMED, THERE

 
You can get there from a easy chair, or on

a downtown bus. There is an exact passage
from a fishers back page, virtual reality

without the helmet.
There, is the reason for being 

HERE
 

Scott Waldie, "Travers corners: The final Chapters", 2016



Dave Moore and Jay Hake spent a few days fly-fishing for carp in Wisconsin.
They had a great trip, a great guide, and caught lots of fish!



FLASHBACK
From The Mountain Mail, September 2008
 
CELEBRITIES WILL ATTEND FLY FISHING EVENT
 
Celebrities from pro sports, business, politics, entertainment, will attend the fly-
fishing fund-raiser for Rotary Club in Salida, Buena Vista, Friday and Saturday.

Arkansas River Double Haul will start at 6 p.m. Friday with cocktails. Rotary
club members announced the roster of celebrities:

Gov. Bill Ritter.  
Steve Foley, Denver Broncos ring of Fame.
Karl Mecklenberg, Denver Broncos, all pro.
Ernie Bjorkman, Channel 2 News anchor.
Char Bloom, women's fly fishing equipment designer.
Eldridge Hardie, wildlife artist.
Dale Darling, fly fishing expert, outdoor writer.
Don Puterbaugh, Arkansas River fishing expert, author.
Dave Preston, former Denver Bronco.

The event begins with a gala dinner, silent and live auction at the Steam Plant
Event Center in Salida.
 
Attendees will meet the celebs and bid to fish with them the next day. Celebs
will bring auction items from their professions. Saturday, each celebrity will fly-
fish all day on the Arkansas River with a professional guide and the person
who won the auction bid. Boats will put in by 8 a.m., on-shore lunch will be
provided and boats will finish by 5 p.m.
allowing time to prepare for the reception dinner for the celebs, sponsors, and
donors.

Dinner seats are limited to 150, first come, first served at 75.00.



FISHING IN MONTANA
By Jeff Porter

This trip had been planned for a few months. My wife was to be on a bike-
packing trip from essentially Kalispell to Butte. Unfortunately her dad had some
health issues so she was in OK for 3 weeks unable to train for the ride and
begged off. I love Montana and had reservations for the camper so she
insisted I go without her. That didn’t take much convincing. So Day 1 I drove all
the way to Billings from Salida. Day 2 I finished the drive from Billings to
Ronan. North of Missoula and south of Kalispell. I had reached out to another
Montana friend and had asked him for recommendations of rivers to fish that
perhaps I had never been on. I even found a couple doing my own research.
So it was: Thompson, St Regis, Tobacco, Stillwater, Flathead and the Jocko in
that area. Well there was a BIT of driving involved for sure. The Tobacco and
Stillwater were 2 ½ hours away. Montana is a BIG state. Stunning scenery as
many of you can attest.
 
At the end of day one, back at the car removing my boots, I will swear I heard
a bear cub calling its mother. The REAL scare came the day on the Jocko. It is
at the southern end of the National Bison Refuge. So it’s fairly wild and remote.
I parked at an access site and had to walk WAY across a field, then into the
trees and huckleberry bushes. I decided I really needed to move downstream
to that faster pocket water which meant, you guessed it, back through the
bushes and undergrowth. Bear spray out and at the ready with my thumb on
the trigger I proceeded to follow a very faint path. Talking loudly, whistling,
occasionally yelling “Hey Bear, get out of here”. The last time as I was jumping
off a fallen log and hit the ground with a thud. Well dontcha know all hell broke
loose 15 feet to my left. I kept telling myself it was just a deer. But upon



reflection after I got to the pool I wanted to fish I kept thinking, deer do not
sound like someone has rolled a boulder through the brush, shaking small
trees and snapping branches etc. as they plow along. After catching and
releasing a few fish I decided the smoke was too heavy and it was time to head
back to the vehicle. It was only 11 AM but the sky seemed like it was near
dusk. Yeah that’s right, ANOTHER trip thru the huckleberries. When I got into
the first opening and was walking the trail I noticed something I hadn’t seen on
the way in; a VERY large pile of bear scat. Sticking my boot into it to determine
how old it was; it wasn’t. Barely dried exterior. $@#%. Good time to be getting
out of here I’d say. I didn’t stick around to look for tracks. Obviously nothing
happened on the long walk back to the Jeep because here I am to tell about it.
 
I had a reservation, or so I thought, at an RV park in Lincoln. This would have
been the terminus of my wife’s bike pack. The town just to the west of there,
Ovando, was where a woman bikepacker had been dragged from her tent by a
grizzly and killed just 10 days prior. I was looking forward to fishing the Clark
Fork and Blackfoot in that area. No spots were available when I pulled into the
campground and the owner on the phone was no help whatsoever. So I called
a good friend in Livingston and begged her to let me drive over there, park in
front of her house and we’d go fishing on Sunday. She thought that was a
great idea and she had been wanting to fish this private water where one of her
customers kept inviting her. It was nice. Really really nice. Loaded with fat
Cutthroats, all very willing to take just about every dry fly we sent their way. 
 
All in all a pretty good trip. Except for the record heat. It was 93-98 every day
and topped out at 102F the last day in Livingston. I was very thankful to have
electric hookups so I could use the AC in the trailer. And the fire smoke in
Western MT was as bad as I have ever seen it there. 
 
Here's another pro tip: If you happen to use LL Bean Streamcleats for traction
while wading slippery rocks make sure to look where you are going, especially
if you shuffle your feet. They are similar to ski crampons and have spikes. The
front spikes can catch on a large rock you didn’t see and next thing you know
you are taking your first swim while flyfishing in forever. Ask me how I know.



Click here to see more of Jeff's trip photos...

'LOVED TO DEATH:' MONTANA'S FISHING SPOTS

https://photos.app.goo.gl/mqGBSgMn3sbhwvrk9


SUFFER DURING PERSISTENT DROUGHT
By Aidan Morton, From Montana Public Radio

Where there's stressed fish, there's stressed fishing guides. As Montana and
much of the west feel the effects of persistent drought, those with a line in the
future of the state's fisheries are navigating high temperatures, low flow and
closures across the state.

Just south of Dillon, anglers flock to the Beaverhead River below Clark Canyon
Reservoir. The dam-controlled flows run cool and clean — something trout and
anglers can't resist.

This is one of the few places cold enough to fish without restrictions in
Southwest Montana as hot, dry weather forces state closures across the
region.

The restrictions, called "hoot owl closures," are intended to give fish a break
from anglers during the heat of the day, when they're more susceptible to
disease and death from rising temperatures. "Hoot owls" prohibit fishing from 2
p.m. to midnight. Fly fishing guide Kellen Binger spends the majority of his
season taking clients out in this part of the state. He understands the need to
close rivers to protect fish when it gets this hot, but it complicates how he
makes a living.

"It's a good thing they need to do that, right, but from a guide's standpoint,
that's how we make our money," Binger says.

He loves what he does, but finds himself grappling with questions about his
future career, and the future of these waters.

"I'm gonna get out of the industry if it goes the way it's going. It's scary, right,
you know, it's not for sure, nothing's for sure."

[...]

Click here to continue reading...

https://www.mtpr.org/montana-news/2021-08-18/loved-to-death-montanas-fishing-spots-suffer-during-persistent-drought
https://www.mtpr.org/montana-news/2021-08-18/loved-to-death-montanas-fishing-spots-suffer-during-persistent-drought


ARE WE TAKING THE SAFETY OF TROUT TOO FAR?
by Domenick Swentosky, from TroutBitten

It seems that this is the summer of telling people how they should fish, when
they should fish and maybe that they shouldn't fish for trout at all. It's also now
common to tell people when they can take pictures, how they can take pictures
or that they just shouldn't take pictures of their catch.

It's all getting a little out of hand. And much of the advice offered up is a step
too far. This path leads to disaster. And we will lose what we love best if we
keep going in this direction. My friends, we jam a hook into a creature's lip and
drag it through the water for fun. That's fishing, and it's what we do. Admit it.
And if we continue the incessant worrying about trout safety, logic will lead to
the end of our fishing altogether.

Does that sound extreme? Well, so do some of the current recommendations
out there. And before you judge my views too harshly, please read on, and let
me flesh out a few points.

** Fish cold water. Fight 'em fast. Handle gently. Release quickly. ** 

I think we've taken the safety of trout far enough. Let's educate every angler to
these standards and stop moving the goalposts.

[...]

Click here to continue reading...

https://troutbitten.com/2021/08/22/are-we-taking-the-safety-of-trout-too-far/
https://troutbitten.com/2021/08/22/are-we-taking-the-safety-of-trout-too-far/


WE NEED ACTION FOR SALMON RIGHT NOW
From American Rivers

The Columbia-Snake River Basin used to welcome the greatest salmon runs
on Earth, but the challenges today are very real. The Nez Perce Tribe's
scientists have sounded the alarm that Snake River salmon are on the brink of
an "extinction vortex." We have no more time to waste, we need our elected
officials to act now.

Please join us in asking the Biden administration to chart a course that leaves
no one behind and takes bold, brave steps toward a more just, equitable and
prosperous future for all of us. Tell them it's time for a common ground solution
that respects and makes good on promises made to Tribal Nations, delivers
clean water and energy, efficient transportation, a thriving economy and
bountiful agriculture -- and recovers healthy, robust populations of wild salmon
and orcas.

TAKE ACTION NOW

We are asking the administration to withdraw support for illegal and
scientifically indefensible Federal Columbia River Power System Biological
Opinion, and to push Congress to appropriate funding for Columbia-Snake
salmon recovery and Lower Snake River dam removal before the end of the
year. At a time when Northwest Tribes are uniting in calls for action we have
no more time to waste — and we can't afford not to do this.  

https://act.americanrivers.org/page/31921/action/1?ea.tracking.id=AAEmail&ea.url.id=959254&forwarded=true
https://act.americanrivers.org/page/31921/action/1?ea.tracking.id=AAEmail&ea.url.id=959254&forwarded=true


WHAT DAM REMOVALS CAN DO FOR A RIVER
From Outside Magazine

Rising from the Ashes, from Trout Unlimited, follows the scientists studying the
summer steelhead resurgence in Washington's Elwha River. Since the removal
of the Elwha Dam in 2011 and the Glines Canyon Dam in 2014, these fish are
now free to run from the Pacific Ocean up into the Olympic Peninsula.

Click here to read the article and watch the video...

If you'd like to share a short note and some photos from a recent trip, please
submit them to our editor.submit them to our editor. Anyone willing to contribute a column would be
appreciated.

EDITOR-PERMANENTLY-AD-HOC: Tom Palka. Members are encouraged to
contribute to this publication: fishing stories, experiences, or quotes. Send
questions or submissions by email to editor@collegiatepeakstu.orgeditor@collegiatepeakstu.org. Editor's
deadline is the 23rd of the month.

 This is the e-Newsletter of Collegiate Peaks Chapter of the nation's leading coldwater This is the e-Newsletter of Collegiate Peaks Chapter of the nation's leading coldwater
conservation organization -- Trout Unlimited.conservation organization -- Trout Unlimited.
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