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BV CONSERVATION CAMP
By Keith Krebs

A group of seven determined chapter volunteers gathered under an early
morning blue bird sky and enjoyed day-long sunshine and warm temperatures
near upper four-mile creek on Tuesday, May 25th. The volunteers were there
to provide aquatic biology and aquatic science instruction for 140 sixth and
seventh graders as part of the annual Buena Vista Sixth Grade Conservation
Camp.

Due to COVID-19 last year the 6th graders did not get the opportunity to

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jkStz150dec


participate so they were included this year as 7th graders. This made for a long
but successful and rewarding day interacting with a great group of kids.

A shout out and thank you goes to Eric Heltzel, Karen Dils, Reed Dils, Jerry
Wright, Gene Milus, Jim Impara and Keith Krebs. These seven volunteers
spent a day leading participants through collection and examination of aquatic
macroinvertebrates along with stream chemistry presentations. Flexibility was
the requirement of the day as each of the ten sessions was limited to 40
minutes. A bit of trial and error determined there was just enough time to get
the kids booted up and into and out of the creek (their favorite part of the entire
camp) with some demonstrations included as the sessions ended.



MEMBER HAPPY HOUR AT HIGH SIDE A SUCCESS!
By Rick Helmick

As you may recall, our chapter met at High Side Bar & Grill on May 12th, for a
little get together and social visit. The riverside location, weather, service, and
food & drink were PERFECT!!! It was the first time our chapter members have
met in person for over a year. There were huge smiles, handshakes, and hugs
going on all evening, and great conversation. To say the least, we really
missed each other and it was a huge success getting together. I was so busy I
forgot to take pictures of a happy crowd and we must have had between 30-40
people altogether! The feedback from many of you was- to have a little less
work & meetings, and more fun and social get togethers. Angela who owns this
establishment said we are welcome to come back anytime. I think with Covid
getting further in the rear view mirror, our turnout would be much larger if we
do this again. Your feedback is always welcome, let any of the Board members
or officers know your feelings, on future restaurant get togethers please!

ANNUAL ARKANSAS RIVER CLEANUP
By Rick Helmick

On May 15, your chapter joined AHRA and GARNA on Colorado Public Lands
Day to help clean up our Arkansas River. It was a great success as everyone
brought in tons of misc garage and picked up a complimentary lunch for their
efforts. Thanks to all our members who participated. I saw Jim Impara and
Barbara Plake towards the end of the day, and Jerry and Judy Wright, and
their granddaughter Elli. Elli found a GoPro as well as this drone, I think she
should win a prize!? And there was the Big Truck Event going on, for all the



kids. The Flight for Life helicopter was supposed to land, but as it approached
it took off quickly, I assume for an emergency call.

A big Thank You to all of our CPC members that participated!

MONO-TUBE PROJECT
By Rick Helmick

Our chapter has made and installed mono[filament]-tubes throughout our
county over the years. This picture was taken yesterday, it is one of four that
were recently installed by Pam & Al Simpson at Clear Creek Reservoir, among
others (notice our nice logo)! There are more at fishing access points up and
down the Arkansas River, on other lakes such as Sand, and
Cottonwood. When you see one, you might consider grabbing a bag and
emptying it. We have several TU members that regularly check on these tubes,
but we are a volunteer organization so we don't have paid employees doing
this kind deed. So, if you visit an area to fish or picnic, please consider
checking and emptying any of these that you may see. Its just another of the



many things Trout Unlimited does to improve and maintain our resources. And
you, WE, are Trout Unlimited! Many thanks to those who check and maintain
our tubes: Tom, Larry, Gene, Jerry, and many, many other giving members,
over the years.

RIVER SPEAK
R U N O F F

T R U C U L E N T
( Might be)

Fizzy type of ocean surf
keeps your boots meshed

to banks turf.
Resort to a "simple day," casting
easily into submerged grasses.

That's thinking logically.
(Could be)

Winters torpor now torqued, the
rivers corridor flush with everything
you don't want. Safety will be more

important than fishing hastily.
(Should be)

Fishing in June, you'll catch some
irritation as you mix and mess with
natures deterioration, just season's
natural forces at play making for a

lot of caddis and dun daze, keeping
you at the water, multitasking
in springs aquatic mystery.

(Supposed to be)

M H



FLASHBACK
By Charlie Meyers, from June 17, 1982, edition of The Denver Post

SINKHOLE CREATES HAVOC FOR ARKANSAS RIVER RAFTS

BUENA VISTA - They call it Seidel's Suckhole, a name given by or for a
kayaker who once came to grief here. Nobody is quite sure.

What is certain is that this is the meanest little piece of churning, frothy white
water on the rafting paradise which is the Arkansas river. To the uninitiated, it
might not seem like much, but the oarsmen who guide a small armada of rafts
down this stretch of river know better.

At this moment, a tight little band of them are gathered at water's edge
surveying the roaring, rushing bittersweet nightmare which is Seidel's. Through
the eyes of a veteran boatman, the peril comes alive: a steep staircase drop
framed by massive boulders, followed by a clash of currents in a brief patch of
flatter water and then the grabber.

"Must be at least five feet deep," someone observes of the sinkhole which
follows immediately. From the hole, the water rears up abruptly into an angry
wall. Positioning and movement of the raft is critical. One false move and the
torrent will swallow a boat and spit it and its contents out to the whim of the
river.

"I'd like to take it over on the right side. Most of the water's power is in the
middle," says Tom Reardon, the young Arizonan who is the head boatman for
Rocky Mountain Expeditions, based out of Buena Vista. "Trouble is, if you don't



make it and go into the hole sideways, it's all over."

There are nods of agreement from oarsmen and passengers, each with both
eyes riveted on the river and the rapid that is no more than 40 yards long, but
awesome in its power. No one can stop watching it.

More rafts arrive above the rapid, a festive air along the bank grows, awaiting
the first attempt of the day. Swollen by runoff, the Ark is running bank full,
nearing flood stage.

Estimated volume is in excess of 3,000 cubic feet per second and will grow as
the runoff peaks over the next few days. Much of the year, this is a placid,
peaceful river which fishermen wade with impunity. But for more that a month
each year, the eight-mile stretch through the narrow granite chute of Brown's
Canyon becomes both the heaven and hell of river rafting.

"Many of the big rapids are easier to run when the river is high because there's
more water covering up the rocks," Reardon says. "But Seidel's just gets
bigger and nastier. I've been through here 38 times and I don't mind saying
that it scares the hell out of me."

Time for the first raft that moves toward the rapid. the boatman struggles with
the oars as the raft teeters on top of the wall, then pushes through to a chorus
of cheers from boat and bank. Two more rafts take the rapid head on,
punching straight through. the next raft is not so fortunate, turning out of
control, into the suckhole and is tossed up on it's right side by the wall. It does
not flip, but two passengers fly out, now bobbing like corks, along side the raft
until they are hoisted back on board.

And so it goes with Seidel's, same old rapid, same old terror.

Earlier, in the boulder-strewn bowels of Brown's Canyon, we had negotiated
rapids with ominous and descriptive names of Pinball, Zoom Flume, Staircase,
Widowmaker, Raft Ripper. Most were named by Al McClelland, founder and
owner of Rocky Mountain Expeditions.



CPW OPENS PUBLIC ACCESS TO STATE TRUST LAND
NEAR BROWNS CANYON

By Zach Dunasta, from Ark Valley Voice

Three million acres of State Trust Lands were originally put in trust at
Colorado’s statehood in 1876 for the purpose of funding public schools.
Though it is state-owned land, much of it has historically been closed to the
public because it was being leased for purposes like agriculture, mining, oil and
gas operations, and renewable energy. Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) has
announced that it aims to open up one million acres of these parcels for public
access by the fall of 2021 – and they are nearing their goal.

This means that in Chaffee County, public access will now be available to a
previously inaccessible 370-acre parcel of State Trust Land located near
Railroad Gulch in Brown’s Canyon. Regulation details are still being
determined.

According to an email from Colorado Parks and Wildlife, “the Public Access
Program provides limited, seasonal hunting and fishing opportunities on State
Trust Lands (STL). As a part of a multi-year effort to double the size of the
Public Access Program, CPW added 58 additional STL properties with a total
of approximately 199,000 acres to the program in May 2021.”

Only Railroad Gulch is in Chaffee County. But Park County has gained public
access to three STLs, Saguache added two parcels, and Fremont one new
public access parcel.

[...]

Click here to continue reading...

https://arkvalleyvoice.com/colorado-parks-and-wildlife-opens-public-access-to-state-trust-land-near-browns-canyon/
https://arkvalleyvoice.com/colorado-parks-and-wildlife-opens-public-access-to-state-trust-land-near-browns-canyon/


COLORADO'S CUTTHROAT TROUT: EXPLORING
THE HERITAGE OF OUR STATE FISH
By Jean C. Smith, from Wild Connections

I think you might be interested in this Wild Connections webinar. Doug Krieger
takes you sleuthing into the genetic science behind the "discovery" of the
original distribution (endemic range) of the State's cutthroat trout subspecies
with emphasis on the greenback. Doug retired from Colorado Parks and
Wildlife after a long career that included managing the aquatic resources within
the Arkansas River Basin and serving as Chief of Fisheries. It is a great story
of ancient origins, split-ups and moving from one river system to another and
even getting back home again.

Some of you have been directly involved in this work: Bear Creek and Rock
Creek come to mind, and probably others.

View the video below, or click here to watch it on youtube.

FISHING QUOTE
"I fish because I love to: because I love the environs where trout are found,
which are invariably beautiful ... and: finally not because I regard fishing as
being so terribly important but because I suspect that so many of the other
concerns of men are equally important-but nearly so much fun."

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jkStz150dec


Robert Traver, "The Anatomy of A Fisherman"

LAST CHANCE TO GET IT RIGHT
By Gregory Fitz, from Patagonia.com

On Washington's Olympic Peninsula, February is cold, dark and wet. Storms
move inland from the Pacific Ocean and crash into the Olympic Mountains,
shedding immense amounts of moisture in the process. Much of it is stored as
snow at high elevation, but the rest washes through the landscape. Over the
course of the year, the region can see up to 14 feet of cumulative precipitation,
the vast majority of it in winter.

This endless rain defines the landscape. Vast forests grow from the saturated
ground, nourished for millennia by the marine-derived nutrients delivered by
salmon and steelhead bodies. Hundreds of species and textures of moss,
lichen and fungi fill the understory, cling to tree branches and cover the trunks
in mats. In places where the old growth was protected from the saw, the
towering trees are centuries old and some stand over 200 feet tall.

The Olympic Peninsula (OP) is home to one of the last remnants of primeval
temperate rain forest in the continental United States, but it is the rivers that
draw anglers to the coast each winter. Named for the Indigenous peoples
who've lived here for thousands of years, the Hoh, Queets, Quinault,
Quillayute, Elwha and other rivers are volatile, wild watersheds with a powerful
strain of large steelhead that evolved to migrate during the cold winter deluge.

These fish and their home waters are iconic among steelhead anglers across
the world, celebrated in countless books, articles, essays, social-media posts,
films and ads. Crowds have followed the accolades. Today, a large fleet of
guides, anglers and a commercial tribal gillnet fishery all compete for the
remaining fish.

Despite the enthusiasm and hype, or maybe because of it, the fish are slipping

https://www.patagonia.com/stories/last-chance-to-get-it-right/story-97951.html


away. Their numbers have been falling for as long as we've kept track. For
decades, fishery managers have had to be dragged kicking and screaming for
them to show any effort to stop the bleeding or even publicly acknowledge the
problem. They often claimed there was no reason to be concerned; only
conceded to incremental limitations; offered sloppy, expensive hatchery
interventions to obscure the losses; and otherwise defaulted to policies that
guaranteed the most fish would be killed each season. As a result, many
steelhead rivers on the Olympic Peninsula are close to requiring protection
under the Endangered Species Act. Some would undoubtedly qualify right now
if petitioned.

[...]

Click here to continue reading...

5 FLY FISHING RULES OF THE ROAD
FOR SHARING THE WATER
By Peter Stitcher, from Ascent Fly Fishing

As the sport of fly fishing explodes in popularity and tens of thousands of new
anglers look to wet a line, the question that the fly fishing community needs to
answer is "How do we equitably, and sustainably share the water?" Back in
March, I asked the Ascent Fly Fishing community of more than 60k anglers to
join us in forming a New Anglers' Ethic, outlining how best to share the water
and keep the peace as so these anglers have begun to join us on the
water. Whether you've been fishing for decades or are just getting your feet

https://www.patagonia.com/stories/last-chance-to-get-it-right/story-97951.html
https://ascentflyfishing.com/


wet for the first time this spring, you have either felt the frustration of
encroaching anglers crowding you on the water or the sting of scorn from other
anglers directed at you due to some unspoken offense. Just as the spring
runoff yearly changes the contours of the river and how we fish, so too must
the rising flow of anglers to our local waters change the way we fish and share
the river.

When asked to be a part of the solution and to help us form an angler ethic that
we can all embrace, and commit to sharing with the new generation of anglers,
the response and feedback of the community were overwhelming!

After reading scores of emails, Facebook and Instagram messages, and
posing this question to countless anglers in the shop, the consensus of the
community was uncannily aligned! While we are not looking to carve in stone a
rigid 10 Commandments of Fishing Ethics, I believe that these simple Five Fly
Fishing Rules of the Road are ones that we can all stand behind and will allow
us each to enjoy the river and the sport of fly fishing while maintaining peace
within ourselves and with each other.

Signal Before You Merge

The universal consensus of the community was that anglers need to speak to
each other on the water in a give-and-take exchange to determine how we are
going to share the water. Just like when someone is looking to merge into a
crowded highway, it is appreciated and space more graciously given when
someone uses their blinker makes eye contact and signals their intent instead
of just squeezing in front of you and forcing those around them to slam on their
brakes and make room. We've all been there and hate thoughtless drivers like
that!

When you encounter other anglers on the water cordially engage them. Ask
them which way they are heading, if and where it would be ok for you to merge
onto the water, and wish them luck! Not only will this keep the anglers on the
water from having to slam the breaks on their fishing, but it will also enable you
to help keep the peace on the river and maybe even gain a little intel on which
flies are working well or possibly even gain a new fishing buddy!

Maintain a Minimum Space 

Nothing will raise our communal blood pressure as fast as someone riding your
bumper or having someone cut you off on the road! When other anglers crowd
us on the river (which typically only happens if the first Fly Fishing Rule of the
Road isn't followed) tempers flare, people, get defensive, and no one has a
good time on the water so let's agree to keep a minimum distance when
fishing. On crowded waters close to the city, 30 yards is a reasonable
minimum distance that will keep people from tangling lines while allowing you
some space to breathe. If you've made the effort to get out of town to more
secluded waters, moving upstream a quarter of a mile from an established
angler or out of sight around the next bend will help to maintain the peace and
seclusion that you both were looking for by getting off the beaten path. If there
isn't enough room on a specific stretch of water to keep this minimum distance
between yourself and other anglers, take a walk upstream, chat with the
anglers you meet along the way, and merge back onto the stream where there
is space.



First in Time = First in Line

Just line like when merging into traffic on the highway, the vehicles merging
from the on-ramp need to yield to the cars already on the road. The same is
true on the river. The anglers who got up and early, rigged their rods in the
dark, and are drifting a particular run have the right to fish that water and not
be encroached upon or rushed. But, if you speak with them and discuss which
way you are both heading and where you would like to fish, not only will you
both share a good day on the water, you might even get invited to join them for
a bit!

Be Mindful Where You Cross

Often times we need to wade across the river to get to a particularly sweet-
looking piece of water, but when doing so we need to be respectful of the other
anglers on the water. Whenever possible try to maintain the 30 yards of the
minimum distance between yourself and others when crossing the river. When
maintaining the minimum distance isn't an option, speak with the other anglers
on the water and ask them which direction they are fishing and where they
would be ok with you crossing. While they will most likely ask you to cross
downstream of them, be extending them the simple courtesy of asking them
where they would like you to cross it will help to ensure that you don't splash
through their next fishing hole as well as safeguard your vehicle from having
an obscenity keyed onto its hood back in the parking lot!

Assume the Best 

We don't know whether the person approaching us on the water has been fly
fishing for decades or days, if they have been fishing this river their whole life
or are visiting from out of state, or if they are on the water to cap off a great
week or to forget particularly hard one. A safe assumption is that they are
seeking escape, excitement, connection (with nature, themselves, and possibly
others), and that they share your love of fly fishing! What it is not beneficial is
to assume that they are intentionally using the river in a way that is harmful or
inconsiderate. When we see these behaviors, this is our opportunity to engage
in conversation and kindly let them know which way we are planning on fishing
or to ask them if they open to a shared insight. If welcomed, it helps to couch
advice with humor and humility.

"Hey, mind if I give you a quick tip? Wet your hands before handling a fish.
Unfortunately, I killed a few in the past and it's always a bummer." Or "I didn't
see it initially when I got here this morning, but if you see that bright patch in
the gravel right there with the big rainbow trout on it, that is actually a spawning
trout on a redd so I'm giving her some space."

By practicing these Five Fly Fishing Rules of the Road we should be able to
not only weather the growing community of fly fishers on the water but be an
active part of guiding and encouraging the new generation of anglers as we
share and enjoy the river together! The team at Ascent Fly Fishing wishes you
many tight lines and we hope to see you.



If you'd like to share a short note and some photos from a recent trip, please
submit them to our editor.submit them to our editor. Anyone willing to contribute a column would be
appreciated.

EDITOR-PERMANENTLY-AD-HOC: Tom Palka. Members are encouraged to
contribute to this publication: fishing stories, experiences, or quotes. Send
questions or submissions by email to editor@collegiatepeakstu.orgeditor@collegiatepeakstu.org. Editor's
deadline is the 23rd of the month.
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