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MEMBER MEETING AT HIGH SIDE BAR & GRILL
By Rick Helmick

We MISS our members and friends, so we're planning an informal gathering
instead of having a regular meeting. We will meet at High Side Bar & Grill in
Salida, on the river next to The Steamplant, from 4-6 pm, May 12th, on their
covered upper deck.

Plan on having a beer or cocktail, appetizers, or my favorite item on their menu
- try their Smashburger, with cheese & fries. There is a long unmanned bar
with barstools, which I'm sure some of us may want to hang around. There are
8 or 9 tables in this area as well, so invite some fellow members, get there by 4
pm and grab a table. If we fill that space, some of us will just have to stand and
mingle. Or you can get a table down on the river patio, or their dining room by
the front entrance - you just won't be with the group in the middle dining
covered patio area. The general public and wait staff will be passing thru that
middle room, since their regular customers are taken that way to get to the
lower river patio. So please be aware not to block the flow as they come
through.

https://highsidesalida.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yGfvgp-ep3U


Hopefully it's a beautiful May day, but if not we will be out of the wind, and they
do have heaters in our area. So come join us, let's visit and have some fun,
while supporting a local business!

APRIL CPC DONATIONS!
We would like to thank and recognize the following people for their generous
donations to our chapter last month:

A generous contribution from Lynn Banks, who wrote: “So pleased you are
able to plan for & have your July Trout Derby. This is in honor of Ann & Henry
Klaiman!”

And in March, another generous contribution was made from Pam & Dennis
George, and we failed to include- “... on behalf of Rick & Patricia Helmick, for
their TU work!”

Note: we are going to begin recognizing our friends, members, and supporters,
on a monthly basis. Your chapter is always happy to accept year round
contributions toward our mission and work.

FLY BOX STUFFERS: THANK YOU!
In our previous newsletter we introduced the "Fly boxes for kids" project. We
had quite a few members participate! Some of those fly boxes will be given out
to Stream Explorers graduates in the Buena Vista program already.

Big thanks to those who donated flies! In alphabetical order:

Kevin Andreas
Rick Helmick
Jim Impara

https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/files/2021-04-newsletter.pdf


Gene Milus
Dave Moore
Bryan Ward
Jerry Wright

It's not to late to join -- email us at collegiatePeaksTU@gmail.com for more
information!

AHRA 30TH ANNUAL CLEANUP GREENUP
AHRA invites you to the 30th Annual Cleanup Greenup in conjunction with
Colorado Public Lands Day!

Join us as we work along the banks of the Arkansas River from Leadville to
Cañon City and below to clean up trash and debris from our river corridor in
preparation for run-off.

For more information take a look at the AHRA flyer or contact them at
ahra@state.co.us or (719) 539-7289.

We hope to see you there!

https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/files/ahra-cleanup-greenup-2021.pdf


BOARD MEETING VIDEO: APRIL 2021
The chapter board of directors held a meeting on April 14th. You can watch the
video by clicking the play button above, or access it directly on youtube.

You can read the meeting minutes on our website.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yGfvgp-ep3U
https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/files/2021-04-bod-minutes.pdf


STREAM EXPLORERS BV
The Buena Vista program is wrapping up the first weekend of May. The first
session was centered around aquatic habitats, aquatic insect collection, and
water quality experiments. We had ten students, and you can see some photos
below. Thank you to chapter members Keith Krebs, Jerry Wright, Kim
LeTourneau, Karen Dils, Reed Dils, Gene Milus. Also big thanks to Diego
Ibarra, Bianka Martinez and Kelsey Kirkwood from GARNA who made this
event possible!



FREE TRIAL MEMBERSHIPS FOR MILITARY AND
FIRST RESPONDERS
Trout Unlimited's Service Partnership is a nationwide effort to bring the healing
power of the water to those members of the first responder (i.e. fire service,
medical, law enforcement) and military (i.e. active duty servicemen and
women, reservists, veterans) communities, and their families, who have served
our nation so boldly. This free 1-year introductory membership for new-to-



Trout-Unlimited members of the first responder or military communities has all
the benefits of a paid membership. Those who join will also receive a less
tangible benefit, the pleasure of knowing they're part of a growing community
of individuals who enjoy angling and want to keep America's rivers cold, clean
and fishable.

To sign up for a free trial membership simply go to
https://gifts.tu.org/vsp_join. Spread the word to friends and relatives who
may be interested in joining.

SUPPORT US WHEN SHOPPING WITH AMAZON APP
Want to help make a difference while you shop in the Amazon app, at no extra
cost to you? Simply follow the instructions below to select "Trout Unlimited" as
your charity and activate AmazonSmile in the app. They'll donate a portion of
your eligible mobile app purchases to us.

How it works:
1. Open the Amazon app on your phone
2. Select the main menu (=) & tap on "AmazonSmile" within Programs &

Features
3. Select "Collegiate Peaks Chapter of Trout Unlimited" as your charity
4. Follow the on-screen instructions to activate AmazonSmile in the mobile

app

CREST ACADEMY THANKS CPC-TU
Just another example of how our chapter helps local communities and schools.

Special thanks to Jerry Wright!

https://gifts.tu.org/vsp_join


From The Mountain Mail

https://www.themountainmail.com/


VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AT SANDS LAKE
By Gene Milus
The fishing pier at Sands Lake is one of the most popular fishing spots for
locals and visitors alike. Consequently, the chapter's tube for collecting
monofilament and other fishing tackle fills up quickly because folks still manage
to squeeze trash into it even after the retrofit to a slotted opening. From May
through September the tube needs to be emptied once a week to make room
for mono. The chapter is looking for several volunteers to spread the work.
Gene Milus is willing to make a schedule to keep our effort as efficient as
possible. Email Gene at gmilus@uark.edu with the month or weeks that you
are willing and able to empty the tube. First come… first served!

Gene Milus and his beautiful catch



Mike Perry's Michigan steelhead (April 2021)

Larry Payne's Michigan steelhead (April 2021)



RIVER SPEAK
Spring sun opens winters crust of cold

upon bone, begin to feel revived
feedback, quiet but known.

For your pleasure,

MAY
Threads awake, travel the fishers arm

to a waiting heart beating with reverence
and patter, then to material that matters.

Melt off the tension, perpetual stress.
Find you safe space, decompress.

Blunting the ~~~, enveloped in favorite
boulders of granite stone, wedged in

just right, I can hear the ~~~~ singing,
go ahead, cast, for now I'm winning.
If at first you don't succeed - reload,
try again. Will you outlast the sins

of mother's ~~~~s?

Yes, you are in your safe space.

A cranky mood may find you without warning.
Cast it aside. In your cozy layers, you and sun

are warming to the task at hand.
Ignore the bliss of ignorance, abolish the thought
of unhappiness, pain. Step out, cast in that one

brief moment of calm, line tight in the palm.
Eyes on the prize, you win again!

M H



FLASHBACK
From September 2008 chapter newsletter

YOU OTTER HAVE SEEN THIS!

by Steve Craig

Last May while fishing for steelhead in Alaska's Situk River I had an unusual
experience. I had hooked a sizeable fish and after a good fight was ready to tail
it for release. All of a sudden, there was a considerable commotion around the
steelhead, maybe 10 feet from where I was standing in shallow water. For a
moment, I thought another trout had come over to see what was going on,
similar to what you occasionally see when fishing at home. Then two beady
eyes and whiskers emerged from the ruckus -- a river otter was looking for an
easy meal! It had the fish by the back of the head and challenged me for the
right to the catch. I kept the rod tip high as I moved toward the otter and kicked
sand in its face. When I was three to four feet away, the otter let go of the
steel- head and hightailed it. The fish didn't look too much the worse for the
encounter, so I released the 34-inch accordingly.



FISHING QUOTE
It is not in the book, yet it is human enough to spend a moment before casting
in trying to imagine what the fish is thinking, even if one of its eggs is as big as
its brain and even if, when you swim underwater, it is hard to imagine that a
fish has anything to think about. Still, I could never be talked into believing that
all a fish knows is hunger and fear. I have tried to feel nothing but hunger and
fear and don't see how a fish could ever grow to six inches if that were all he
ever felt. In fact, I go so far sometimes as to imagine that a fish thinks pretty
thoughts.

Norman Maclean, "A river runs through it"t



IDAHO FISH AND GAME COLLABORATE ON NEW
TROUT CONSERVATION VIDEO WITH MEATEATER
With more than 6,300 trout per mile, the South Fork of the Snake River is
widely recognized as one of the premier trout destinations in the West.
Through a unique management program that rewards anglers to harvest
rainbow trout to protect native Yellowstone cutthroats, Idaho Fish and Game is
working to ensure it remains a world-class fishery and a valuable part of the
local economy.

In summer of 2020, Ryan Callaghan of the popular television show MeatEater
teamed up with Idaho Fish and Game to learn more about these conservation
strategies and answer intriguing questions, such as: "How can you help a
fishery by removing fish?" and "Why does a state agency pay you to catch
rainbow trout?"

Rainbow trout were introduced into the river during the 1950s to meet angler
demand for a diversified fishery. However biologists learned nonnative
rainbows thrived and competed with Yellowstone cutthroats for limited
resources like food and cover, and unlike brown trout, rainbow trout can
hybridize with cutthroats. Rainbow and Yellowstone cutthroat trout spawn in
spring, and their hybrid offspring are fertile, which can further dilute the genetic
purity of South Fork's cutthroat.

Fish and Game's Regional Fish Manager Brett High explains that multiple
surveys showed conserving native trout is the priority for anglers.

"Yellowstone cutthroat trout are our native fish, and the South Fork is one of
the few remaining rivers in the West where you have a healthy population,"
High said.

[...]

Click here to continue reading and to watch the video...

https://idfg.idaho.gov/press/idaho-fish-and-game-collaborate-new-trout-conservation-video-meateater


HOW TO ADVOCATE FOR PUBLIC LANDS
By Alex Gulsby, from Backpacker magazine

Choose Your Weapon

No matter how you communicate, tell your representative who you are, where
you're from, and how the issue affects you.

The Meeting

How it works This is the most effective. Putting a face on an issue makes it
personal.

How to find one Go to a town hall meeting or make an appointment (call two
weeks ahead) with your representative.

The Phone Call

How it works Staffers keep a tally of how many calls an issue receives each
week.

Whom to call Find your rep's direct office number at
whoismyrepresentative.com.

When to call Call during business hours before a big vote, especially one day
prior. If an email newsletter has a call to action, act immediately.

The Letter

How it works Handwritten notes catch a representative's attention. Do your
research, and keep it to three paragraphs.

Where to send it Use your representative's office address in his or her home
state.

[...]

Click here to continue reading...

https://www.backpacker.com/stories/how-to-advocate-for-public-lands/
https://www.backpacker.com/stories/how-to-advocate-for-public-lands/


AS A HOTTER, DRIER CLIMATE GRIPS THE
COLORADO RIVER, WATER RISKS GROW ACROSS
THE SOUTHWEST
By Ian James, from Arizona Republic

The water level of Lake Mead, the country's largest reservoir, has dropped
more than 130 feet since the beginning of 2000, when the lake's surface
lapped at the spillway gates on Hoover Dam.

Twenty-one years later, with the Colorado River consistently yielding less
water as the climate has grown warmer and drier, the reservoir near Las Vegas
sits at just 39% of capacity. And it's approaching the threshold of a shortage for
the first time since it was filled in the 1930s.

The latest projections from the federal government show the reservoir will soon
fall 7 more feet to cross the trigger point for a shortage in 2022, forcing the
largest mandatory water cutbacks yet in Arizona, Nevada and Mexico.

The river's reservoirs are shrinking as the Southwest endures an especially
severe bout of dryness within a two-decade drought intensified by climate
change, one of the driest periods in centuries that shows no sign of letting up.

With a meager snowpack in the Rocky Mountains and the watershed
extremely parched, this month's estimates from the federal Bureau of
Reclamation show Lake Mead could continue to decline through next year and
into 2023, putting the Southwest on the brink of more severe shortages and
larger water cuts.

"What really is starting to emerge is this really long pattern, that we're in a
megadrought in a lot of the western U.S.," said Laura Condon, an assistant

https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/arizona-environment/2021/04/23/snow-and-shrinking-flows-colorado-river-shortage/7294203002/


professor of hydrology and atmospheric sciences at the University of Arizona.
"It's kind of like a cumulative impact, that we've just been getting hotter and
drier and hotter and drier."

[...]

Click here to continue reading...

If you'd like to share a short note and some photos from a recent trip, please
submit them to our editor.submit them to our editor. Anyone willing to contribute a column would be
appreciated.

EDITOR-PERMANENTLY-AD-HOC: Tom Palka. Members are encouraged to
contribute to this publication: fishing stories, experiences, or quotes. Send
questions or submissions by email to editor@collegiatepeakstu.orgeditor@collegiatepeakstu.org. Editor's
deadline is the 23rd of the month.
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