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RAINBOWS ARE SPAWNING
Consider this a public announcement. Many anglers have seen rainbow
trout spawning in our valley, and so this is a reminder to watch out
for them.

Learn to identify redds and take care to not step on them.
Photos below were taken recently on local waters...

Read this article from Vail Valley Anglers and this one from Mystic Fly
Rods for more information on how to identify redds as well as for general
information about the rainbow spawn.

https://blog.vailvalleyanglers.com/colorado-rainbow-trout-spawning-season
https://blog.vailvalleyanglers.com/colorado-rainbow-trout-spawning-season
https://www.mysticoutdoors.com/blogs/news/spawning-season-how-to-identify-and-protect-rainbow-trout-redds
https://www.facebook.com/ArkCollaborative/videos/250577623338769




MARCH CPC DONATIONS
We would like to thank and recognize the following people for their generous
donations to our chapter last month:

John Cogswell
Pam & Dennis George (in Tennessee)! 

We are going to begin recognizing our friends, members, and supporters, on a
monthly basis. Your chapter is always happy to accept year round
contributions toward our mission and work.

CPC-TU HOSTS EXPERTS ON LOCAL ISSUES
By Gene Milus, CPC-TU

The March membership meeting of the Collegiate Peaks Chapter of Trout
Unlimited was held virtually and featured three experts who shared recent
information and their thoughts on issues of local importance to the upper
Arkansas watershed.
Bob Hamel is the Executive Director of the Arkansas River Outfitters
Association, the Vice Chair of the Arkansas Basin Roundtable, and the
Chairman of both the AHRA Citizens Task Force and the Arkansas River
Water Forum Board. He also has decades of experience floating and fishing
the Arkansas.

Bob credits the Voluntary Flow Management Plan (VFMP) for maximizing the
benefits of Arkansas River water for all users. Approximately 45,000 acre feet
of water is diverted annually from the Frying Pan River on the West Slope to



Turquoise Reservoir near Leadville. Additional water is stored in Twin Lakes
and Clear Creek Reservoir. Although most of this water is owned by cities
along the Front Range, the VFMP determines the timing and amounts of water
released from the reservoirs to flow down the Arkansas. Releases during the
winter support adequate minimum flows while moving water to other reservoirs
at lower elevations. Small releases in the spring keep the flow low enough for
good survival of brown trout fry that hatch then. Approximately 10,000 acre feet
are designated for releases from July 1 to August 15 to keep a minimum flow of
700 cfs at Salida for white water outfitters and other boating enthusiasts. An
added benefit of these supplemented summer flows is that water temperature
stays cool enough to support a healthy trout population.

A key component of the VFMP is being able to predict how much and when
water will be available from snow melt in the mountains. Although there are
several SNOTEL sites that measure snow in the Arkansas Basin, Bob
explained that data from certain sites are better for predicting flows through the
Upper Arkansas. Furthermore, dry soil conditions going into winter will cause
water to soak in before reaching the river. A new technology called LiDAR
(Light Detection and Ranging) deployed from aircraft can estimate the snow
volumes in inaccessible places that often hold snow into summer and are
critical to late summer flows.

Alex Townsend was hired recently as the CPW Aquatic Biologist for the Upper
Arkansas Basin. He is a Colorado native with a lifetime of outdoor experiences
and BS and MS degrees in Fishery Biology from Colorado State University. His
research was funded by CPW and several TU chapters. After graduation he
worked for CPW as an Aquatic Technician in the northeast region. One of his
first projects here will be to find new homes for the strain of cutthroat trout that
was rescued from Hayden Creek before it was destroyed by the Hayden Pass
fire. This strain was successfully propagated by CPW, and the plan is to stock
this native strain in several small streams.

Upcoming projects that CPC-TU volunteers will likely assist with include a new
project for fish sampling. Providing help with back country stocking should
resume in 2021. Fin clipping to mark Gunnison River Rainbow trout before
they are stocked in the Arkansas will happen again. This west slope strain has
shown resistance to whirling disease that decimated the local rainbow
population in the 80's and 90's. Results from three years of stocking and
sampling indicate that these fish are growing fast and beginning to fill the void
caused by whirling disease. If you catch a rainbow in the river with a clipped
fin, it is likely one of these fish.

Alex is currently living in Fort Collins with his wife and two children and is
actively looking for a suitable family house to rent in the Salida area.

Jason Willis is the Mine Restoration Project Manager for Trout Unlimited and is
based in Salida. He began working as a contractor for TU in 2011 on the
Kerber Creek Restoration Project near Bonanza. In 2012 he was hired full-time
by Trout Unlimited to focus on restoration of areas impacted by mining that
were adversely affecting water quality in streams. He has led numerous such
projects in Colorado and Wyoming, including a recent one near Monarch Pass.
In such restoration work, TU acts as a Good Samaritan and liability issues play
a big role in determining what can and cannot be done by TU. Working on point
sources of pollution, such as water from a mine tunnel, is the most difficult, so



most projects are on non-point sources such as mine tailings. Depending on
ownership of the property, the work is done in collaboration with the BLM,
USFS or EPA (if privately owned). This work usually involves moving tailings
out of the flood plain, sculpting the area to a more natural form and re-
vegetating the site with native plants. Various soil amendments and/or erosion
controls usually are needed to establish adequate vegetation for stabilizing the
area. Future projects depend on funding and Good Samaritan liability
protection.

You can watch the recording of the meeting at our web site:
https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/march-2021-meeting-video

PLEASE REPORT YOUR VOLUNTEER HOURS ASAP
Did you know that CPC files an Annual Report with TU? A large portion of that
report relates to our chapter volunteer projects and hours for our fiscal year
ending 3/31/2021. Please report any previously unreported hours, including
March, to Karen Dils by April 15th. This will help CPC submit an accurate and
timely report. THANK YOU!

Karen Dils, Secretary & Volunteer Coordinator & Pam Simpson, Treasurer

Check the Trout Unlimited guidelines on how to count volunteer hours.

RAILROAD DENIED THE EXEMPTION
Good news! The Surface Board of Transportation denied the railroad's request
for exemption. If the railroad decides to continue pursuing the right to run
trains on this line, they will have to do a proper environmental impact study like
NEPA and EIS. For more information, check the STB decision document.

https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/march-2021-meeting-video
http://karendils4@gmail.com
https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/files/trout_unlimited_counting_a_volunteer_hour-fy20.pdf
https://dcms-external.s3.amazonaws.com/DCMS_External_PROD/1616698887227/50657.pdf


ColoradoSun ran a nice piece on this as well, click here to see their article.

NEW PROJECT: FLY BOXES FOR YOUTH
As part of the approach to keep our Stream Explorers graduates (as well as
any other local kids) pursuing fly fishing, we are starting a project to outfit them
with flies. Many have fly rods already, but flies are always a challenge. Rather
expensive to purchase in a fly shop, many lost in the early angling days. We
came up with the idea to purchase inexpensive fly boxes that would be filled
out by chapter members. Now is a good time of the year to streamline our own
boxes, clean things up, organize. If you have some flies that you'd like to
donate to this project -- we'll have a fly box for you! Put in it a dozen or two flies
that you're unlikely to use -- or happy to donate -- and hopefully keep a kid
smiling and fly fishing. For more info and to request a box, email us at
collegiatepeakstu@gmail.com.

OUTSTANDING VOLUNTEER AWARD
By Rick Helmick.

Our chapter is very proud that our Communications Director and Newsletter
Editor, Tom Palka, was recognized by Colorado Trout Unlimited's David
Nickum at the 2020 Digital Rendezvous - "Tom Palka for his tireless work in
maintaining creative and effective communication and engagement with
Collegiate Peaks chapter membership." 

High Country Angler published this recognition in their winter issue. 

https://coloradosun.com/2021/03/25/surface-transportation-board-kills-colorado-midland-pacific-tennessee-pass/
https://issuu.com/highcountryangler/docs/hca_winter_21/s/11497030


We hope you enjoy CPC's efforts to provide this monthly newsletter. If so,
please let your editor, Tom Palka, know! He works year round to bring you
interesting and informative content related to Trout Unlimited, as well as what
your chapter is doing locally to fulfill our mission.

[Tom's note: thank you, much appreciated :) This newsletter wouldn't come
together without Michael Harrington's monthly contributions, as well as items
sent in by other members. Please keep them coming in... so the newsletter
continues to be interesting and relevant to our mission.]

RIVER SPEAK
April Fever

(the good kind)

Supply creative drifts.
Your reward,

rising sippers, springs gifts.

Winter snowing now slowing,
no more complaining.

Snow melting into waters
steamy thermals.
In it, you: Fishing!

M H

FLASHBACK
From The Mountain Mail, Tuesday, April 27, 2010

"Anglers seek to restore Red Creek flow"

Nine members of Collegiate Peaks Anglers, at the behest of Dave Gilbert, BLM
biologist in Canon City, worked April 13 to improve Red Creek flow in Fremont
county.

Red Creek is an isolated, hilly drainage northwest of Cotapaxi. It flows into
Fernleaf Gulch which empties into the Arkansas river near Texas Creek.

The task was to remove a mile of rusty barbed wire fence along Red Creek.
Overgrown shrub, trees, making access difficult, some places, impossible.

CPA members at the project were Steve Craig, Dan Clegg, Bob Chamberlain,
Tom Thomas, Norm Lastovica, Bob Gray, Reed Dils, Mike Perry, and Jim
Bonney.

In the future, planned introduction of beaver to the watershed should restore
water storage capacity and create a functional riparian area, a wildlife
population -- maybe even fish.



STATE INSECT -- DID YOU KNOW?
Submitted by Jim McGannon.

You would think it be some type of water bug, right? The Colorado state insect
is a butterly -- quoting from Colorado State's fact sheet:

History of the Colorado Hairstreak as the State Insect: The Colorado hairstreak
became the Official Insect of the State of Colorado on April 17, 1996. With
signing of the bill to produce Colorado Revised Statute 24-80-913 Colorado
became the 37th state to have a state insect/state butterfly.

The path to establishing the Colorado State Insect was a long one and was the
culmination of several years of sustained work. This effort was coordinated
through the fourth grade class of Melinda Terry at Wheeling Elementary in
Aurora but eventually involved fourth grade classes throughout the state, which
used the bill as a civics lesson and lobbied for it.

The Colorado Hairstreak was chosen among other possible insects after
consultation with numerous entomologists and others around the state. It was
selected because it well met certain criteria, including that it was native to the
region, did not have any associated pest issues, and had features of interest
(e.g., attractiveness, name).

Read more at: https://statesymbolsusa.org/colorado/insect/colorado-
hairstreak-butterfly

http://wci.colostate.edu/Assets/pdf/CIIFactSheets/ColoradoHairstreak.pdf
https://statesymbolsusa.org/colorado/insect/colorado-hairstreak-butterfly


NEW STATE WILDLIFE AREA PASS APPROVED BY
CPW
By Brianna Sneeringer, from OutThere Colorado

Carrying a hunting or fishing license is no longer your only option for accessing
state wildlife areas in Colorado

The Colorado Parks and Wildlife Commission unanimously approved a new
pass option for accessing state wildlife areas, which can be purchased as early
as Saturday, May 1st in lieu of a hunting or fishing license. Visitors aged 18
years of age or older will be able to pay $46.48 for an annual state wildlife area
pass or $9 for a one-day pass.

"This is an important step in ensuring everyone who visits our state wildlife
areas is contributing to their management and maintenance," stated CPW
Director Dan Prenzlow.

[...]

Click here to continue reading...

https://www.outtherecolorado.com/news/new-state-wildlife-area-pass-approved-by-colorado-parks-and-wildlife/article_c32d796c-8c05-11eb-bba7-d7d703fa388e.html
https://www.outtherecolorado.com/news/new-state-wildlife-area-pass-approved-by-colorado-parks-and-wildlife/article_c32d796c-8c05-11eb-bba7-d7d703fa388e.html


THE BEAUTY OF CLOSE
By Christine Peterson, from Trout Unlimited

Sheer granite cliffs rose out of Lost Lake where I pulled my first small brook
trout out of the water, an elk hair caddis in its mouth. Scarlet Indian paintbrush,
yellow glacier lilies and purple elephant head padded the banks of the next
lake like a cheery grandmother's doormat. White and blue columbines clung to
rock outcrops nearby.

The mosquitoes swarmed if we stopped too long, so we tried not to stop too
long. We could fish until dinner knowing the darkness was still hours away.
That was the beauty of summer in the high country, in mountains people
dream about, on streams and lakes full of hungry brook trout. We could have
been anywhere in the Rocky Mountain spine that cuts up North American from
New Mexico to northern Canada. We could have been in the Cascades, the
Andes or the Alps.

But we weren't in Canada, the Andes, or the Alps. We were in the Snowy
Range, an hour from home in southeast Wyoming.

We, as anglers, tend to yearn for those rivers over the next hill, the next state
or the next country. We live for stories of brown trout migrating in central
Argentina, of taimen winding through rivers in the Mongolian Steppe, of Arctic
char making a living off of Alaska's far northern coast.
We are, by our very nature, dreamers. If we weren't, why would we bother
lobbing strangely fashioned bits of feather, fur and thread into a river at all?
And those stories of faraway lands are the most intoxicating of them all.
They're the reason we save money. They're why we spend hours staring at
maps on a screen. They're why we go to film festivals and local presentations
at fly shops.

https://www.tu.org/magazine/the-beauty-of-close/


I'm no better.

[...]

Click here to continue reading...

FISHING QUOTE
THE ANGLER'S INVITATION

Come when the leaf comes, angle with me,
Come when the bee hums crossing the lea;

Come with the wild flowers,
Come with the mild showers,

Come when the singing bird calleth for thee!
 

Then to the stream-side gladly we'll hie,
Where the grey trout glide temptingly by;

Or in some still place,
Over the hill-face,

Cast, ever hoping, the magical fly.
 

Then when the dew falls, homeward we'll speed
To our own loved walls down on the mead;

There, by the bright hearth, 
Holding out night mirth,

We'll drink to sweet friendship in need and in deed!

By Thomas Tod Stoddart

https://www.tu.org/magazine/the-beauty-of-close/


THE NUMBERS ARE IN -- BRISTOL BAY IS WORTH
OVER 2.2 BILLION DOLLARS
From Defend Bristol Bay

An updated economic study of the Bristol Bay fishing just came out, and the
numbers speak for themselves. All combined, Bristol Bay salmon drove
economic benefits in 2019 in excess of 2.2 billion dollars! Along with this
massive amount of revenue, our salmon also supported over 15,000 jobs.

These are just a few of the stellar economic benefits coming out of Bristol Bay,
to check out the highlights from the study click here and to see the full study
click here.

These numbers drive home what we already knew: Bristol Bay is simply too
valuable to risk!

Salmon continue to drive Alaska's economy. Pebble mine has no place in the
pristine, salmon rich environment of Bristol Bay. While the economics are
critical, Bristol Bay is much more than a driver of our economy. It's a way of
life.

https://stoppebbleminenow.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/Summary-Document-Economic-Benefits-of-Bristol-Bay-Salmon-3_17_2021.pdf


Alannah Hurley, the Executive Director of one of our partner groups United
Tribes of Bristol Bay, said it best.

Salmon have sustained the people of Bristol Bay since time immemorial. This
report begins to capture the enormous value our fishery contributes to the
local, state and national economies, but salmon are so much more than just a
source of money or food in Bristol Bay - they are our gold in every sense. It's
time for the EPA to take action to ensure that this irreplaceable food source,
economic engine and cultural resource are protected for future generations.

We know that we sound like a broken record, but please continue to take
action and share this message. We need the EPA to take action and we need
your voice to assure that they do.

[...]

Click here to continue reading...

If you'd like to share a short note and some photos from a recent trip, please
submit them to our editor.submit them to our editor. Anyone willing to contribute a column would be
appreciated.

EDITOR-PERMANENTLY-AD-HOC: Tom Palka. Members are encouraged to
contribute to this publication: fishing stories, experiences, or quotes. Send
questions or submissions by email to editor@collegiatepeakstu.orgeditor@collegiatepeakstu.org. Editor's
deadline is the 23rd of the month.
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