
RIFFLES AND POOLS

MARCH 2021 NEWSLETTER

Greetings! this month we're debuting a new section with the Board of Directors
meeting minutes. This is an attempt to keep you more connected to the
chapter's activities. I [editor] chose not to condense them too much, so that you
can see what is being discussed and so that you may get involved if you'd like.
Big thanks for our secretary Karen Dils for taking such detailed notes!

CHAPTER MEETING - MARCH 10               
Plan to attend our next meeting from the comfort of your home via Zoom, on
March 10th, 6pm. We will send out a Zoom invite a couple days before, so
please put us on your calendar and don't miss it!

We will have a couple of guest speakers - one you may know, and the other
probably not. This will be an opportunity to meet our new CPW Aquatic
Biologist for our area, Alex Townsend. For those who attend, Alex promised to
reveal the secret spot where he caught this huge brown, (see below, and just
kidding!).

More seriously, our chapter hopes to build a relationship with Alex and provide
boots on the ground for any volunteer projects he hopefully may have in mind.

https://www.facebook.com/ArkCollaborative/videos/250577623338769
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2iFlDYWmj8E


Alex Townsend

Our other speaker, Jason Willis, is someone you probably have met at one of
our meetings, or at least know of his work. I don't believe we've had him give a
presentation for several years now, so he will bring us up to date on his latest
projects. We are fortunate to have Jason, who is the AML Project Manager for
Trout Unlimited, based and living right here in Salida. Jason develops, designs,
manages, and implements on the ground reclamation solutions at abandoned
hardrock mine sites across Colorado and Wyoming. His job description and
talents would fill pages, so we'll end it here and you can hear more from him on
March 10th!

Jason Willis



BOARD of DIRECTORS MINUTES
Meeting Date: February 10, 2021

Board Present: Larry Payne, Karen Dils, Keith Krebs, Rick Helmick, Pam
Simpson, Gene Milus, Kim LeTourneau, Jim McGannon, Eric Heltzel, Bill
Dvorak

Members: Tom Palka, Jerry Wright

MEMBERSHIP

Membership hovers around 300+. NTU had a little glitch with new software but
now updates membership list every 2 weeks. 

Our email readership rate is good. Lots of non-members get our newsletter
and blast to around 400 people

UPCOMING MEETINGS AND EVENTS  

a. CTU Gala: Virtual meeting in March. We are donating $750. 

b. Stream Explorers – Was cut short due to COVID, but Leadville got
completed. Teen summit online thru CTU. 

c. BV Middle School Conservation Camp – 5/25 all day – Keith will head but
need volunteers. Jerry and Jim Impara will volunteer.

d. No fin clipping this year per our new CPW biologist, Alex Townsend. 

OLD BUSINESS:

a. Riverwatch sampling – Eric & Keith continue to do this on the South
Arkansas. They would like more volunteers. The new biologist listed
experience with Riverwatch. 

b. Volunteers will be encouraged to donate their own flies in a fly box for one
kid. We previously approved getting boxes. Larry, Tom P, and Gene will
research what type. Jim Impara made labels for them and also has some flies.

c. Scholarships – 2 senior scholarship recipients. 

d. Mono tube collection tubes at Sands and Franz lakes--Franz is good but
Sands is still a problem. So much use. Could we get some of our teens to
clean those once a week? Tom P. will ask Henry to reach out to other teens.
Girls Scouts empty the ones at Cottonwood Lake. We have 1 at Chalk Lake as
does CPW. Jerry is doing a lot of this. 

e. Fishing Derbies for 2021 and new coordinator for BV will be Bill Dvorak! 

f. South Arkansas Stream Health report – put in newsletter and on website. 

https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/south-arkansas-river-stream-health-assessment


g. Jim McGannon and Keith Krebs will review our president’s job description.
It’s good to know who the future leaders will be similar to Rotary’s succession
plan. We just need to delegate more perhaps.

NEW BUSINESS:

a. Review; discuss; approve proposed 2021-2022 Chapter budget as provided
by the Budget committee.
 1) Pam will sign us up for a zoom account for a year.
 2) She will add a category under communications put zoom and Internet. 
 3) Keep all operational costs separate from fundraising (solicitation, thank
you’s). 
 Pam to send the revised budget by email with a deadline to approve.
 4) What fundraising do we want to do in 2021? Delay until next meeting    

b. Projects/events this year? 

c. Train issues – Tom will post our position letter on website. Kind of on hold
now.

d. Tie-a-thon – Delay discussion.

e. Stormwater update – Tom Palka is keeping us in touch with this below F St.
bridge.

f. CWCB grant $200K to study Chalk, Cottonwood, & South Arkansas. UAWC 

g. Tom may change some emails on our website to have them less hacked 

SOUTH ARKANSAS RIVER STREAM HEALTH
ASSESSMENT (COUNTRY ROAD 107 TO
CONFLUENCE)

https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/files/202101-FD36471-CPCTU-letter.pdf


This study is a holistic stream health assessment of the South Arkansas River.
It builds upon prior work by the South Arkansas Watershed Coalition to identify
conservation and restoration potential on the 1.9 km reach through Salida from
County Road 107 downstream to the confluence with the Arkansas. This reach
is highly modified for past and current land and water uses. Flow regime is
significantly diminished due to upstream water diversions. The stream is
channelized and often deeply entrenched. Most of stream corridor was
converted for ranching and agriculture in the 1800s which is also when the
major roads, and rail lines were built across it.

[...]

This is a very detailed report -- click here to read it on our website.

RIVER STEWARDSHIP GALA
Colorado Trout Unlimited will hold it’s annual fundraising River Stewardship
Gala virtually this year on March 11th. A virtual meal plus a silent and live
auction.

You can buy a ticket, donate an item or make a special contribution at
www.coloradotu.org/gala.

Check it out. A fun and important fundraiser for CTU.

SILENT AUCTION IS NOW LIVE!
Colorado TU has unique getaways, fishing trips, gear, experiences, art, hand-
tied flies, and more that are available to bid on! All are welcome to participate
whether attending the virtual gala or not.

https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/south-arkansas-river-stream-health-assessment
https://www.coloradotu.org/gala


Stay tuned as CTU will be having the live program and auction on March 11,
2021 starting at 6pm.

Check out the auction items by clicking here!

FLASHBACK
The Mountain Mail, May 31, 2001

Anglers have no barriers to prime fishing water on the leased public waters
on the Dil property northwest of Salida.

At the request of the Colorado Division of Wildlife, the Collegiate Peaks
Anglers Chapter of Trout Unlimited recently designed and installed a stile over
a new fence that came to the edge of the Arkansas River, making passage
along the river difficult.

Locally, the Collegiate Peaks Anglers have about 170 members living between
Howard and Leadville who work actively to protect and maintain local cold-
water resources.

Tom Thomas tries out the new stile made and installed by Trout Unlimited
members Ed Heppler, Fred Rasmussen and Tom Thomas

https://e.givesmart.com/events/jPI/i/?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=bef5c1fe-033a-431c-ab47-aa134eaecb39


From AHRA: Low water got you down? Well, at least now it'll still get you
downriver. After today's work at the Salida Lowhead Dam, the Boat Chute will
be more passable at low levels, resulting in less of a literal and figurative drag.

MONARCH PASS FOREST & WATERSHED HEALTH
PROJECT
From Arkansas River Watershed Collaborative

https://www.arkcollaborative.org/updates


We're excited to share our short film on the Monarch Pass Forest & Watershed
Health Project with some stunning footage taken by Samuel Ebersole.

Click here to see the movie -- it's on Facebook, but is public and doesn't
require a Facebook login.

IS FLY FISHING GOING TO "IMPLODE" AS A RESULT
OF THE PANDEMIC?
By Kirk Deeter, from Angling Trade

"It was the best of times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of wisdom, it
was the age of foolishness, it was the epoch of belief, it was the epoch of
incredulity…" Charles Dickens, from A Tale of Two Cities.

 We all saw what happened. Last March, we all wondered how the heck we
might survive (literally, and in a business sense) the pandemic. Sadly, some
did not. Brick-and-mortar-based shopping got hammered. Travel took it on the
chin even worse. But (as AT predicted), in the absence of T-ball leagues, and
malls, and movie theaters, and all that, people had fewer other recreational
options to tap. And that sent a lot of folks straight to the river (or lake, or
ocean), all over the nation. Some to fish, some to float, some to boat, some to
swim and others to merely be there. How many? The Recreational Boating and
Fishing Foundation just estimated somewhere around 17 million people.

The "A River Runs Through It" phenomenon that transformed fly-fishing in
1992 is now small potatoes in comparison to what happened in 2020.

And for all the collective hand-wringing the fly industry has done over the past
20 years… "How do we get younger?" "How do we get more diverse?" "How

https://www.facebook.com/ArkCollaborative/videos/250577623338769
https://www.anglingtrade.com/2021/02/03/is-fly-fishing-going-to-implode-as-a-result-of-the-pandemic/


do we keep fly fishing en vogue in an increasingly urbanizing society?" … the
answer/opportunity came out of nowhere. Granted, it took the form of a shitty
plague of Biblical proportion, but there are more young families, from all walks
of life, from all points of the nation, that literally got their feet wet last year than
ever in our lifetimes.

And all many of them want now is to learn how to fish.

But will fly fishing benefit from the goose that laid the golden egg, or will the fly-
fishing community just lay an egg itself?

Sure, some businesses sold rods, and reels, and flies, and tippet faster than
they could make (or stock) them. Some guides booked more days on the water
than ever before. Some media-particularly social media—saw their audiences
balloon beyond expectations. And for some, yeah, the money poured in.

But all that all came at another price.

That squeaky, grinding, crunchy noise you hear in your brain when you aren't
listening to the cash register ring is the hole that's being drilled in the bottom of
the fly-fishing consumer bucket.

Many of the die-hard aficionado types, who have been devoted to fly fishing for
years (e.g. "the base"… the highest-spending, most dedicated consumers who
actually buy $900 fly rods and $700 waders) are absolutely mortified by the
crowds, the pressure, and the overall degradation of the on-the-water
experience we saw last season. Read the message boards. Look at the
threads. We're in a spot where some lovers of this sport are ready to throw
their hands up and walk away, and the newbies are also having gag-reactions
to their first impressions, because of the circus atmosphere. And that pressure
is unlikely to dissipate—the RBFF study also indicated over 90% of the
newbies on the water want to continue that connection. That's wonderful on
one hand… what opportunity! It's very, very dangerous on the other.

It breaks my heart, as a former guide, and someone who has written about,
worked with and maintains so many genuine personal connections with guides
and outfitters throughout the country that guides and outfitters risk being the
ones who are tarred and feathered.

[...]

Click here to continue reading...

https://www.anglingtrade.com/2021/02/03/is-fly-fishing-going-to-implode-as-a-result-of-the-pandemic/


"THE SALMON WAY" BY AMY GULICK
By Karen Dils

I recently read this enjoyable book. It's about REAL people and the fish that
sustains their life – from a coldwater resource. I've been to Alaska MANY
times, floating on my own, staying with Alaskans, visiting a cannery, viewing
abandoned canneries, and on guided trips. This gives a broad view of how this
fish affects the land and people. Below are more enlightened reviews than
mine, but I think you'd enjoy it. One of the few benefits of COVID – we might
read more.

"Few who read this illuminating book or see the author's awe-inspiring color
photographs will fail to come away with a sense that this is a way of life well-
worth preserving. A rich, compelling look at a thriving yet increasingly
threatened natural resource and those who depend on it." -Kirkus Reviews

"Whatever Is good for salmon is going to be good for the environment,
community, and economy (of Alaska)." -- Heather Hardcastle, Alaskan,
naturalist, fisherman, and small business owner.

Long before it was the "oil state," Alaska was the "salmon state." Alaskans
have deeply personal relationships with their salmon. These remarkable fish
provide a fundamental source of food, livelihood, and identity, and connect



generations and communities throughout the state. Yet while salmon are
integral to the lives of many Alaskans, the habitat they need to thrive is
increasingly at risk as communities and decision makers evaluate large-scale
development proposals. The Salmon Way celebrates and explores the
relationships between people and salmon in Alaska. Through story and
images, author Amy Gulick shows us that people from wildly different
backgrounds all value a salmon way of life.

'Throughout my Alaska travels, I posed the question, 'What would your life be
like without salmon?' Most people looked at me as if I'd asked them what their
lives would be like without oxygen. Their responses were in the same vein:
'Without salmon, there would be no community.' Alaska is one of the few
places left in the world where salmon still thrive. Where salmon people live
connected to the land with an appreciation for what nourishes both body and
spirit. Where history doesn't have to repeat itself. That wild salmon endure in
Alaska in the twenty-first century is a testament to their resilience and their
habitat remaining largely intact. Salmon have survived ice ages, volcanic
eruptions, drought, fire, gold rushes, and European and Russian settle-ment.
That they can still flourish in Alaska is also a testament to a different way of
thinking—and living—that respects and honors the relationship between
salmon and people.'-- Amy Gulick, author.

In researching her new book, Amy spent time with individuals whose lives are
inextricably linked with salmon. Commercial fishermen take her on as crew;
Alaska Native families teach her the art of preserving fish and culture; and
sport fishing guides show her where to cast her line as well as her mind. Each
experience expands our understanding of the "salmon way" in Alaska. Learn
more at https://www.thesalmonway.org.

GREAT RIVERS OF THE WEST WEB SERIES
Western Rivers Conservancy would like to introduce you to river expert,
author, photographer and conservationist Tim Palmer—your guide to Western

https://www.thesalmonway.org


Rivers Conservancy's upcoming Great River of the West web series, which
launches next month!

Tim is an award-winning author of 29 books about rivers, river conservation
and river recreation. He is the country's foremost authority on paddling rivers
and has canoed or kayaked over 300 of them across the United States. To see
rivers through Tim's eyes is to experience them through the eyes of a river
otter, a scholar and your favorite whitewater guide all at the same time.

Tim will be taking registrants of the series on a journey down dozens of the
West's great rivers—11 states in all, from the Pacific Coast to the spine of the
Rockies, into the Sonoran Desert and beyond. His presentations will be lively
and fast-paced, and they'll offer enriching insights for everyone, whether you've
been exploring rivers for decades or you're just dipping your toes in and want
to learn more.

Great Rivers of the West starts March 3 and runs every Wednesday at 6pm,
Pacific Time, until April 21. A different state or region will be featured each
week.

BONUS: Each of the eight episodes will conclude with a drawing for high-end
gear from two of our sponsors, Fishpond and Sawyer Paddles & Oars. Just by
registering you'll be eligible to win in all eight drawings!

RIVER SPEAK
Sensibility

What do you see that others don't.
Why are you dedicated to do

what others won't?

Too much analyzing can be paralyzing,
giving to dilatory reactions thinking the fish

will be waiting. Guess what! They don't.

Staying immune to downriver skews,
favoring upriver muse, becomes

a protective membrane to the water
you dwell upon and use.

Look outward.
See within.

It takes one to know one.

M. H

https://www.westernrivers.org/great-rivers-of-the-west-live


WEBINAR: HYDROLOGY, GEOLOGY,
AND BIOLOGY OF SPRINGS
Presented by USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service - Science and
Technology, National Technology Support Centers

What will you learn?

Join us as we discuss the ecological functions of springs and implications for
planning spring developments. NRCS' Spring Development Practice Standard
criteria include conducting a site evaluation of the effects on existing ecological
functions of the spring and potential losses from the development, including
effects of the impoundment and/or diversion of spring water on local wildlife
and wildlife habitat, and the effects of consumptive use on riparian health and
function, stream flow, water temperature, and local aquifer recharge. This
webinar will give participants an introduction to spring ecology and ecological
functions to help meet this requirement.

Presenter(s):

Karen Fullen, Ecologist, NRCS West National Technology Support Center,
Portland, OR
Jo Johnson, National Geologist, NRCS Conservation Engineering Division,
Washington, DC
Jon Fripp, Civil Engineer - Stream Mechanics; NRCS National Design,
Construction, and Soil Mechanics Center, Ft. Worth, TX
Zach Freed, Hydrologist, The Nature Conservancy, Portland, OR

Session Details: Now available On-Demand, View Now!

FISHING QUOTE
"Fishing textbooks being written by intensely practical men, sometimes omit to
remind us, if their authors think of it at all, that fly fishing needs to have a touch
of magic about it if we are to enjoy it to the full."

Conrad Voss Bark, A Fly On The Water (1986)

http://conservationwebinars.net/webinars/geology-hydrology-and-biology-of-springs?sr=wp%7Emkt-whenPub


AWARD WINNING WILDERNESS EXPEDITION FILM
"BIG LAND"
Brook Trout Fishing In The Heart Of Labrador

If you'd like to share a short note and some photos from a recent trip, please
submit them to our editor.submit them to our editor. Anyone willing to contribute a column would be
appreciated.

EDITOR-PERMANENTLY-AD-HOC: Tom Palka. Members are encouraged to
contribute to this publication: fishing stories, experiences, or quotes. Send
questions or submissions by email to editor@collegiatepeakstu.orgeditor@collegiatepeakstu.org. Editor's
deadline is the 23rd of the month.

 This is the e-Newsletter of Collegiate Peaks Chapter of the nation's leading coldwater This is the e-Newsletter of Collegiate Peaks Chapter of the nation's leading coldwater
conservation organization -- Trout Unlimited.conservation organization -- Trout Unlimited.
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