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UPCOMING EVENTS
Our single fundraiser of the year -- Caddis Festival Raffle! Only two more
weeks to buy tickets. Details below.

Arkansas Clean-up / Green-up -- a modified version, social-distancing-
friendly. Through May 16th. Details below.

Chapter survey -- just a few questions, help us prioritize our activities.

All our events can be also found on our online calendar.

12 PRIZES, MULTIPLE WINNERS -
THIS RAFFLE IS HUGE!
This may be our (ONLY) annual fundraiser, so IF you are inclined to support
our chapter and Trout Unlimited this year, you have that chance, with the
possible bonus, of winning something in value that exceeds your
contribution! A possible win win for both sides! So please support your Trout
Unlimited Chapter! And, as always, thank you so much for your generous
support of the great things we and national TU do in the Arkansas Valley! Your
support contributes to making Collegiate Peaks one of the top chapters in
Trout Unlimited!

Only two weeks left to buy tickets.

For more info go to https://www.collegiatePeaksTU.org/raffle or reply to this
email.

CPC-TU MEMBER SURVEY
Our chapter of TU works to conserve, protect and restore coldwater fisheries in
the Arkansas River Basin. That chapter also supports a variety of youth

https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/raffle
https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/calendar
https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/raffle
https://youtu.be/5n_rujLzjR8


education programs, veterans outings, and community events. The Board of
Directors is currently updating the strategic plan for the chapter, which will
guide conservation and community projects for years to come.

We are reaching out to our members and supporters (like you) to help us
identify the key conservation needs in our basin and the kinds of events you
would like to see more of in the community. Please take a second to fill out
the form below and tell us what you think!

People who complete the survey will be entered into a random drawing for a
$50 gift certificate to the Next Eddy Fly Shop (need to enter your email in
the survey to join the drawing). The drawing will take place on July 1, 2020.

Thank you for taking the time to make an impact for rivers in the Arkansas
Valley!

Click here for the very short survey: https://bit.ly/cpctusurvey

MODIFIED ANNUAL CLEAN-UP / GREEN-UP
This year's Earth Day was on 22 April, and Colorado Public Lands Day and
Clean-up / Green-up is on May 16th.

We partnered with AHRA and Greater Arkansas River Nature Association
(GARNA) to run the cleanup activity through a 3-week period, instead of doing
it on a single day like most years. You should have gotten the details in an e-
blast, but here are the main points:

1. Register as a CPW volunteer online
2. Pick your cleanup spot from a CPW online spreadsheet
3. Get a plastic bag from outside the AHRA office in Salida
4. Clean up your chosen area in a socially-distancing manner
5. Call AHRA to arrange disposal of the trash bag

Click here to see details and links to the online resources.

DO YOU FISH THE GUNNISON WATERSHED?
The Upper Gunnison Conservancy is working on environment and recreation
issues as part of their Gunnison Watershed Management Plan. They have
developed an angling survey for the Gunnison.

If you fish there, please take a few minutes to help them by taking the survey!
Gunnison Angler Survey Link: https://coloradotu.org/river-surveys

REMINDERS!
By Rick Helmick

First off, if you haven't sent in your comments or objections to the USFS

https://bit.ly/cpctusurvey
https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/modified-2020-annual-clean-up-green-up-day
https://coloradotu.org/river-surveys


regarding the placer dredge mining operation north of Buena Vista, they
again extended the deadline. It is May 1, at this point. So please do so ASAP
after reading this issue, if you can! You can reference a form letter than
American Whitewater put together or you can refer to last month's newsletter
for more information. If you would prefer to call, ask for Amy Titterington at the
Leadville office at 719-486-0749.

Since most of us are home under self quarantine, I find myself ordering things I
need online, much more than I used to. If you order from Amazon, please use
Amazon SMILE. It is the same process and inventory, and our chapter
receives a percentage of sales from our members orders.

If you can, try to shop locally for any of your fly fishing needs, both the
Arkanglers and Next Eddy are ready to take your orders!

When our local businesses reopen, please remember the companies that
supported us in our 2019 annual fundraising campaign. And some of them
are open now, as I needed some landscaping materials last week and called in
my order to Brady's West, and they came out to the curb and loaded my truck!

Please remember Big O Tires, Chaffee Tire & Wheel, Su Casa Furniture, Patio
Pancake, Salida Veterinary Hospital, Salida Mt Sports, Melanzana Outdoor
Clothing, Moltz Construction, Cottonwood Veterinary Services, Comfurt Gas,
Stotler & Young PC, Mt Shavano Ski Shop, Sangre de Cristo Electric, Walmart,
High Country Bank, Nestle Waters, and Two Rivers Development. These
businesses support us, and we should reciprocate whenever possible!

THE RIVERWATCH PROGRAM
Volunteers from Collegiate Peaks Chapter of Trout Unlimited and from the
Greater Arkansas River Nature Association (GARNA) are collaborating and
have begun implementing the Colorado River Watch water quality monitoring
program on the South Arkansas.

The River Watch program is defined as "Real people doing real science for a
real purpose." True Citizen Science that we want to continue into the
foreseeable future. After completing 48 hours of training and in possession of
several hundred dollars of testing equipment, these three volunteers have just
completed our initial on-site sampling of the South Arkansas River. We will
continue sampling and testing through the summer and fall. Look for us on the

https://secure.everyaction.com/hYuXUOFs4EG-5g87wtrvZA2?fbclid=IwAR20XdM4MXiSA9LjAo3tqvltDlLS1evoCDjVGvh_j2fpn9G8gDNJcLLZ6UQ


Little River near the pedestrian bridge. We hope to expand to additional sites in
the future hopefully including some sites on the main stem of the Arkansas as
we acquire more resources and as additional volunteers are trained.

It is a long-term commitment to monitoring the health of our rivers. If you are
interested in learning more about this Citizen's Science project contact Board
Director, Eric Heltzel or Chapter President, Keith Krebs.

Photos by Colorado Trout Unlimited -- see the article from the High Country
Angler below.

REAL PEOPLE, REAL SCIENCE, REAL PURPOSE
By Colorado TU Staff, from High Country Angler

In the year of 1989, the state of Colorado was making water quality decisions
with little to no data on the 770,000 miles of rivers in the state. There was a
clear lack of data to be able to inform quality decisions. River Watch was
created due to this significant gap, and for 30 years has engaged citizens,
educators, youth, and conservation-oriented organizations such as Trout
Unlimited.

River Watch is a statewide volunteer water quality-monitoring program
operated in partnership between River Science and Colorado Parks and
Wildlife. The program's mission is to work with voluntary stewards to monitor
water quality and other indicators of watershed health, and to utilize this data to
educate citizens and to inform decision makers about the condition of
Colorado's waters.

Colorado Trout Unlimited (CTU) has a long history with River Watch, with

https://issuu.com/highcountryangler/docs/hca_spring_20_master/36


multiple chapters engaging with the program throughout the years. Their data
has played a huge part in the decisions our chapters make regarding their
local watersheds – from evaluating waters for restoration projects to seeking
stronger water quality standards for high-quality waterways.
Under a new partnership agreement signed this year, both CTU and River
Watch look to engage the next generation of environmental stewards through
hands-on, inquiry-based science learning. Of the 140 groups that are involved
with River Watch, 85% are from public, private, charter and homeschools. CTU
has a collection of programs, called the Stream of Engagement, that connects
youth ranging from kindergarten to college to an age-appropriate program. In
2020, collaboration between CTU and River Watch will continue to grow so
that, together, we can engage youth with as many river-based opportunities as
possible.

[...]

Click here to continue reading...

WARREN MILLER
Our longtime chapter member and friend Warren Miller passed in March.
Please read on below for some fishing memories of Warren.

Click here to view more photos...

https://issuu.com/highcountryangler/docs/hca_spring_20_master/36
https://photos.app.goo.gl/XDRL2ijnaN6nezDPA


WITH WARREN, A MEMORY, TAYLOR RIVER 2016
By Michael Harrington

Gathering after breakfast, dressed for fishing, we four amigos split up and
choose our spaces at the river, Dan and Larry upriver, Warren and I down
river, putting about a hundred yards and hundreds of fishes in between.
Short walk for us to the bank where we bank sit, enjoying the cool shade and
talk fly, size, top or bottom offerings, all the while eyeing the water for rise rings
or sippers to the swarm of bugs showing themselves in the sun's air,
thousands of specks waking up almost making the air vibrate through the
morning rays.
"Yep"...Warrens qualifier to first see a rise a few feet from us, "I think that fish is
inviting us. You want the first get?" Well, I will start with my #20 blue dun
because it's already on the tippet. You sure..."Yep, I have to try a dry too, a
Para Adams so I can see it in the shade." I'll wait until you're ready so you don't
miss-tie while watching me. Yep
While he's rigging, I am seeing fish after fish flipping out of the water on the
opposite side of the bank, taking bugs as fast as they can reset in a long seam.
We stand and I tell him to look across the river. "Wow, that's impressive, a
whole school...Yep, we should do really good." Okay, I'll see if this dun gets
your riser and start in.

Warren says nope. No? Yep. You're going over there..you saw them, you get
them, besides I really can't wade that well. I can wade, so off I go. Takes about
20 to get across and a decent rest to loosen the legs.

Warren gives me a thumbs up, gets in and begins. He is catching nothing in
the first half hour, while every other short, medium, or long cast, a Whoop he
hears that says I have a trout on the dun. Lot of fish and a lot of Whoops. No
Yeps from the other side. Warren is sitting, watching and I am toying with a big
daddy.



I have it on and the fish turns toward the middle of the river and there stands
the guy that couldn't wade very well...Warren. He nets my fish! "You learn fast
to wade that rough stuff in the middle. "Yep, I don't have any duns and I need
some Yeps! I think i'ts 30 Whoops, to zero."

So, we wade to the Whoop side, sit and eat lunch. "That's a first" (turning his
back to the water), Yep, gotta eat! Good lunch down, ready for the second half.
Yep.

Down to the bottom of the seam goes Warren and I enjoy a bunch of YEPS for
the next hour. The double Yeps were the catch and the release.

Sun beginning to blank out the river bottom, we two waders wade back across
slow and easy to the now sun warmed cold bank Taylor Water. I sit, Warren
says, "gotta get a Yep on this side." Tired, spent legs go back in and Whoop,
he gets his Yep!

Climbs out sits, says "glad you crossed?, Yep. You glad you crossed? YEP
YEP!
One word....three letters....Yep....the best.

WARREN MILLER – THE ARDENT VOLUNTEER
By Gene Milus

I first got to know Warren when he volunteered to help with the chapter's first
fishing outing for disabled veterans at Hayden Meadows Reservoir. At the
time, I needed cooks and he volunteered to cook. The next year I needed



fishing mentors, and he helped a vet who was new to fly fishing catch bunch of
fish. In the short time that I've known him, I heard him tell stories about he and
his wife, Carolyn, living in their RV full time while traveling across Mexico, the
US and Canada to volunteer at various parks, campgrounds and visitor
centers. Locally, he has been in the Mountain Mail several times for his
volunteer efforts with several organizations. I will remember Warren as always
smiling, cheerful and willing to help others.

RIVER SPEAK
For my friend.
A very nice man.

WARREN MILLER

 This ardent fellow.
Intense, devoted, mellow.

Never one to explode a myth,
said it was wasteful to cajole a rift.

YEP
He'd rather be a success of mind, exerting
a cast laying out his line with a proper drift,

stripping back with know-how
using the Leisenring Lift. Line goes tight,

the set is swift, more lift, nose up,
it will not get away.

YEP
Secure the rod, cradle his catch.

Off to his left with net, he turns, the fish to show,
I hear him say YEP and he lets it go.
Another YEP and through that grin,

say's in a satisfying way
"Who's smarter now, let's do it again!"



YEP   YEP
M. H.

FISHING QUOTE
What I liked about fishing at break of day was to be a spectator to the whole of
nature, gently arousing itself from sleep.

And it always seemed that part of that awakening was a fresh sense that this
day was not "another day," for there is no such thing where the world awakens
in this manner.

Rather, every day was a "new day."
Craig D. Lounsbrough

BOOK REVIEW – STRONGHOLD
One Man's Quest to Save the World's Wild Salmon
By Karen Dils

The title might give you the impression one guy has the high-minded ideal that
he can really make a difference to help wild salmon. That's something most of
us probably think is way above one person's capacity. You might also think it is
too "scientific" to make for a very interesting read.

Both would be false assumptions. This reads more like an "adventure political"
thriller than a biography. The author, who is the cousin of the prominent
character in the book who is trying to save the salmon, has first-hand
knowledge of his personality and his life growing up. She makes you feel like
you are with him on his sometimes dangerous missions to gather data and
convince others of the importance of salmon. He isn't doing this so sportsmen
can be assured of catching salmon. He has much larger goals in mind.

In the time of "sheltering in place," I've been able to do some catch-up reading
and this wasn't my first choice, but Reed had ordered the book so I picked it
up. I'm in a book club that reads a variety of literature, but I've rarely been as



inspired by a book as I was this one. It's an easy and very informative read that
doesn't take a long time. It may make you want to visit Kamchatka! Much of
this deals with the fisheries people in Russia since so many salmon migrate to
those waters. It's a fascinating tale of ecology and nature in and out of balance
and how we put pressure on our resources. I recommend this book highly.

On a little side note, you might think this was a very special elite person who
could facilitate these changes and that YOU could never have such an impact.
However, one of my former river guides who is editor of the Rocky Mt. Elk
Foundation's publication, The Bugle, wrote a piece in Backcountry Hunters and
Anglers about a longtime Montanan who recently passed away. He was largely
responsible for the Montana Stream Access Law which says if you enter a
stream from a public right of way, you can go anywhere below the high water
line. He worked for decades on many conservation issues in Montana and just
persisted. We have local chapter members who have persisted with projects
over the years and can be proud of that work. All of us can all learn a lesson
from these folks.

NEW NORMAL
By Eric Heltzel

My wife reminded me that we have been quarantined for most of a
month. Normal? It is starting to feel a bit that way. I live in a fairly rural setting
and can go outdoors at will and not be near other people. Wow! Walking in the
woods, playing with the dog, doing projects around the place all give me joy. I
never thought that I would be so thankful for the internet! It allows us to be able
to connect. I am able to stay abreast of what is happening in the world,
communicate with friends and be entertained. It also helps me to realize the
seriousness of the COVID 19 pandemic.

I read a quote from a Conservative newsman saying the we need to get back
to the wonderful life that we had before Coronavirus reared it’s head. This gave
me pause and made me ask about what was so wonderful before. There is the
obvious, moving about freely, being able to buy toilet paper, go to farmer’s
markets, go to a restaurant. Then I thought about the struggle we have in my
family to get affordable, effective health insurance. I thought about all the
homeless people I see when I go to towns and cities. I thought about friends
and family that live from paycheck to paycheck and are unsure about how to
pay the rent. The inequalities in our society and the celebration of greed.
Wonderful?

I celebrated the fiftieth Earth Day in my own subdued way. I remember the first
one when I lived in Boulder, Colorado. It was an interesting day. We all talked
about ‘The Greenhouse Effect’. What do you know? It is here. Many of our
concerns about environmental degradation have come to pass. Habitat loss
followed by wildlife extinctions. Increased pressure on Public Lands, more
roads, more traffic, just more. In 1970 I was convinced we would have mass
starvation in the next decade. Didn’t happen. Technology helped us avoid that
scenario. Even then, we discussed the likelihood that diseases would be
spread globally because of the increased prevalence of air travel. Hmm? I
have been blind-sided by the creation of floating islands of discarded plastic



concentrating in the gyres of the world’s, oceans. This is a tough one.

Ah, technology, part of the problem, part of the solution. People are looking to
science to solve the Pandemic problem. Shazam! All fixed. Well maybe not.
The interesting thing that we don’t always want to accept is the variety of
things there are in the natural world that we don’t control. Bacteria and viruses
evolve and mutate and strive for survival like all living things. There is a wish
that we can make the world in the image that we crave. Science can help us
with that but our behaviors may be equally significant. There is little doubt in
my mind that there is more about COVID 19 that we don’t know than we do.
Even with the help of our technology we are basically flying blind. From what I
can tell there isn’t even hard evidence that once you have recovered from
having the disease you have antibodies that will keep you from getting it again.
Coronavirus is not a static entity. The good news is that neither are we.

As we all hunker down and shelter in place and try to be smart with our
interactions with others, we should take pause and sort through what we want
to include in the New Normal. I looked at photographs taken this last week in
India showing how for the first time in many years the air is clear enough to be
able to see the Himalayas. We are driving less and seeing an improvement in
air quality. Perhaps there might be some positive effects from this pandemic?
Recognizing the value of a quality environment. Being able to have clean air
and water. Listening to the birds greet the morning with their joyous song.
Having telephone conversations with friends. Finding a smile with which to
greet my wife. All howling together at 8:00 PM to show support to our medical
workers.

I long for the ability to go and visit others. To enter houses and businesses
without fear of disease, both getting it and spreading it. The chance to get
together and play music, exchange ideas, laugh, travel and all of that normal
stuff. We long to once again be fat, dumb and happy. Perhaps what we are
dealing with will help us sort out what is of value. Do we need lives that are
frenzied and overwhelmed by commitment? Do we have to have ramped-up
activity that puts an ever increasing strain on our natural resources, our
emotions, our psyches. Do we need to have things so convenient that we
throw away huge volumes of plastic that just won’t go away?

COVID 19 seems to be bringing out a lot of good in people. People being
generous and supportive of one another. I don’t have any idea how all of this
will play out. I do know that things will be changed. I do think that we have an
opportunity to reflect and sort through what is important. To make personal
observations and decide how we want things to go forward. One of the best
things we can do is sort though all of that and take our ideas to the ballot box
in November. Good luck to all. Breathe deeply and find joy. What do you want
to be the New Normal?



CHOOSING AN ALL-STAR DRY FLY LINEUP
From Hatch Magazine

Do you have a hard time picking the right dry fly when you're on the water? Are
you more comfortable with nymphs? Or streamers? Do you struggle to tell a
good dry fly pattern from a not-so-good dry fly pattern?

If you answered "yes" to any of those questions then you might want to
participate in an upcoming first from The School of Trout.

In response to the coronavirus pandemic, The School of Trout is debuting
online video classes. If you're not already familiar with the School of Trout, it is
normally an in-person-only affair held twice per year on Idaho's famed Henry's
Fork, where a small group of anglers gather with some of fly fishing's most
respected and accomplished instructors—folks like Tom Rosenbauer, Kirk
Deeter, Jeff Currier, Craig Matthews, John Juracek and many more—to hone
their angling skills and immerse themselves in the sport.

[...]

Editor's note: The April 11 "Essential Dry Flies" class is now complete. If you
missed your chance to participate, fear not — you can now watch the full class
online for free, at this link.

https://www.hatchmag.com/articles/choosing-all-star-dry-fly-lineup/7715022
https://youtu.be/_04krY0T8CY


THE CLEAN WATER CASE OF THE CENTURY
From EarthJustice

THE NATION'S HIGHEST COURT has sided with clean water advocates in a
decades-long legal dispute involving a wastewater treatment plant, its pollution
discharges, and a partially dead coral reef in Hawaiʻi.

The U.S. Supreme Court issued its decision on Apr. 23, solidifying the Clean
Water Act's place as one of the nation's most effective environmental laws.

"This decision is a huge victory for clean water," said David Henkin, the
Earthjustice attorney who argued the case before the court. "We are glad the
Court has recognized the importance of protecting clean water for all
Americans."

What started as a local water pollution case could have had disastrous
repercussions for clean water across the United States.

What did the U.S. Supreme Court decide?
The U.S. Supreme Court's decision leaves in place vital protections for the
nation's oceans, rivers, and lakes.

The court found that point source discharges to navigable waters through
groundwater are regulated under the Clean Water Act. In its decision on
County of Maui v. Hawaiʻi Wildlife Fund, the court held that the Clean Water
Act "require[s] a permit if the addition of the pollutants through groundwater is
the functional equivalent of a direct discharge from the point source into
navigable waters."

In other words, the Clean Water Act prohibits unpermitted discharge of
pollution "into navigable waters, or when the discharge reaches the same

https://earthjustice.org/features/supreme-court-maui-clean-water-case


result through roughly similar means."

[...]

Click here to continue reading...

RISING FROM THE ASHES
The Elway River reborn: some really great news and TU helped make a
difference.

Less than six years ago, the second of two dams on the Elwha River, on
Washington's Olympic Peninsula, was taken out to provide access for fish to
the upper river located in the Olympic National Park. Since then, we have
witnessed a remarkable transformation of the river – and of the wildlife that
depend on it. Before the dams were installed in the early 1900s, the Elwha
produced consistent and robust runs of salmon and steelhead and was a
productive fishery. Afterwards, these runs dwindled almost to nothing. In fact,
the river's summer run of steelhead was almost extirpated. But taking out the
dams paid immediate dividends for salmon and steelhead, which are now
being found throughout the watershed. And summer steelhead, in particular,
have staged an amazing comeback. Like the Phoenix rising from the ashes,
summer steelhead have repopulated the Elwha in numbers unthinkable a few
years ago. This film, from renowned filmmaker Shane Anderson, documents
the return of summer steelhead to the Elwha, some of the key players who are
studying the recovery of salmon and steelhead in this river, and what the
Elwha's recovery can tell us about large-scale river restoration projects in other
places.

Click here to watch the video.

HUMOR: 12 THINGS YOU DON'T NEED TO FLY FISH

https://earthjustice.org/features/supreme-court-maui-clean-water-case
https://youtu.be/9t_m1myVBBQ


If you'd like to share a short note and some photos from a recent trip, please
submit them to our editor.submit them to our editor. Anyone willing to contribute a column would be
appreciated.

EDITOR-PERMANENTLY-AD-HOC: Tom Palka. Members are encouraged to
contribute to this publication: fishing stories, experiences, or quotes. Send
questions or submissions by email to editor@collegiatepeakstu.orgeditor@collegiatepeakstu.org. Editor's
deadline is the 23rd of the month.
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