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UPCOMING EVENTS
March 11, 6:30pm: Join us at the Boathouse Cantina in Downtown Salida.
Stuart Andrews, high mountain lake fishing guru, will present a program on
fishing the region's high lakes. 6:30 pm social time - show up earlier to have a
beverage and a bite to eat. Program starts at 7:00 pm

We are organizing the events for this year, and the new calendar will be on our
web site soon.

All our events can be also found on our online calendar.

https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/calendar
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kFSy4hbyT_o


MARCH MEETING: STUART ANDREWS ON
FISHING HIGH MOUNTAIN LAKES
Stuart C. Andrews is a fishing guide with ArkAnglers, and one of their top
experts on the subject of high mountain lakes. Quoting his bio from their web
site: A resident of the state since 1960, Stuart has been a flyfisher since 13 and
a guide for ArkAnglers since 2004. During a fishing/guiding journey of 42 years
that has included the Arkansas, Fryingpan, Roaring Fork, South Platte,
Poudre, Big Thompson, and San Miguel Rivers, there has always been one
constant, the high lakes of Colorado. Many summer days you can find him
someplace above timberline leading guests to pristine waters holding cutthroat
trout or doing "research" to ensure their success. When not on the water,
Stuart can usually be found in his studio, paintbrush in hand. His internationally
recognized artwork can be viewed at www.viewgallery.com or in our shops
after your fishing adventure.

Stuart will present a program on fishing high mountain lakes. March 11th, at
the Boathouse Cantina in Salida. Although 6:30pm is the official start of the
social time, some members will come early to get a bite to eat and a drink.
Stuart's presentation will start at 7pm.

We look forward to seeing you there!

FISHING QUOTE
"This sport fishing, it never goes out of style. It never gets old. You've got to be
good in the basics to run the line, not get pushed around, smart enough to
bring your catch to solid ground."
 

Michael C. Harrington, "Why I Fish"

http://www.viewgallery.com/


FIN CLIPPING UPDATE
 
We did it! We had over 15 volunteers at this event, helping CPW clip fins on
the Gunnison River rainbows.

We got some questions from members asking about why in the world would
we clip fish fins. The answer: these are Gunnison River rainbows (GRR). They
are resistant to whirling disease, and they're wild fish. Our hatchery has been
raising these fish and stocking them into the Arkansas river. The adipose fin is
chosen because fish don't need it to swim effectively, and it does not
regenerate later in life, making "marked" fish easy to identify in the wild, even
several years later. The hatchery has been stocking them for four years now,
and they've seen 17" GRR rainbows in the river. The fish are put into water
laced with an anesthetic and are fairly "out of it" when the fins are clipped.
They are immediately returned into the raceway (clean water) and revive
quickly.

Our volunteers worked two days, 8am to 3pm (plus another hour on a third
day), and got all 22,000 fish clipped. A huge thank you for all the volunteers:
Pam Simpson, Keith Krebs, Jerry Wright, Gene Milus, Tom & Lisa Palka,
Charlie Adams, Barbara Keller, Rae Pederson, Bill Dvorak, David Liu, Eric
Heltzel, Jim McGannon, Mary Gulash & Jack Nichols, Mike Perry, and Richard
Frey.



FIN CLIPPING VIDEO
A short video to give you a flavor. Shot on day 2 and includes just a subset of
the volunteers. Click the image above, or follow this link to youtube.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kFSy4hbyT_o


WHIRLING RESISTANT TROUT SHOW FLIGHT
RESPONSE
Story and photos by Cody Olivas, from The Mountain Mail

For decades Colorado Parks and Wildlife has made efforts to restore rainbow
trout populations, ever since whirling disease wiped out many of the fish in the
1990s.

"It (whirling disease) damages the cartilage of young and developing fish,"
CPW aquatic biologist Mike Atwood said about the disease. "They don't
develop properly so they end up with crooked backs and are unable to swim
effectively."

He said their crooked backs make it harder for the fish to feed and also makes
them more susceptible to predation. "Their mortality rate is really high,"
Atwood said.

https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/whirling-resistant-trout-show-flight-response


Hofer rainbow trout were found to be 100 times more resistant to the disease
than various CPW rainbow strains. However, the German strain showed no
flight response, which is needed to elude predators in the wild.

Researchers started crossing the Hofer rainbow trout with wild strains. Those
fish were stocked in rivers around the state and some natural reproduction
started. In the east portal of the Gunnison River, the rainbows have
demonstrated a strong resistance to the disease.

"Thanks to advance genetic testing, we know these fish are maintaining their
resistance to whirling disease," said George Schisler, CPW's aquatic research
chief, in a press release. "Now they are surviving, reproducing and contributing
to future generations of Gunnison River rainbows."

On Tuesday, for the fourth consecutive year, volunteers from the Collegiate
Peaks Chapter of Trout Unlimited helped the CPW prepare some of the
Gunnison River Rainbows to be released into the wild.

About a dozen volunteers began clipping the adipose fin off of approximately
22,000 3-inch fish in the morning, helping the CPW identify the stocked fish
once they're in the wild.

"This wouldn't happen without volunteers," Atwood said. "It's really nice to have
their volunteer time."

After this year, the CPW will have stocked roughly 75,000 of the clipped
Gunnison River Rainbows into the Arkansas River at Salida East.

Some of the rainbows that were stocked four years ago are now as big as 17
inches while a bunch are 15-16 inches long, Atwood said.

"These fish are doing well; they're growing better in the Arkansas River than at
the hatchery," Atwood said, noting the brood stock fish are wild and more
accustomed to a natural river environment.

[...]

Click here to continue reading...

https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/whirling-resistant-trout-show-flight-response


RIVER SPEAK
 

A few weeks ago at a eatery,
part of my meal was at a table

across from mine.
On the toddler's wrist was a tethered 

ball with different shaped objects
attached to the openings.

 
Perfectly content, turning, twisting, feeling 

each piece of the different shapes.
Moving fingers in every direction, trying 

to fit shape to same like shape, 
showing "happy" to the matching fit.

A very young success!
A gurgled yelp, a smile for mom. 

They finished eating, then they were gone.
 

I recognized the laugh.



I do it, and I'm sure you do too,
when you put a fly into your fish.

That aha moment.

Bottom line OR end of the line;
when fishing, we should always bring 

along a mind set of simple thinking
and that child like curiosity. Thanks, kid! 

M. H.

SUNRISE ROTARY
GRANT
By Rick Helmick

Last December our chapter applied
for funds that the Sunrise Rotary
was awarding to local non
profits.  Collegiate Peaks Chapter of
TU was awarded $1000!  Sunrise
Rotary Club recognized that both of
our organizations shared some
common purpose and passion, both
working to support children/students
and their educational opportunities.
As CPC members know, our chapter works on wonderful projects throughout
the year for young people-from our fishing derbies, supporting kids attending
CTU's summer conservation camp, our college scholarships program, middle
schools' Stream Explorers, stream science and ecology programs, to our
biggest undertaking, the Ecosystems Learning Center (ELC), on the South
Arkansas.  

Several of our CPC members are also Rotarians (such as David Moore & Bill
Dvorak). If you see them or any Sunrise Rotary member, please offer them a
big THANK YOU for their support! One way to support Sunrise Rotary is to
attend their premier upcoming event, Chaffee County Home & Garden Show,
this April 4-5. David Moore is very involved with Sunrise (so is Bill), and Rotary
would like to see these funds go toward our ELC project, which he was
involved with in the early stages. Our CPC President, Keith Krebs, has been
spearheading this project for a long time, including the initial design phase, and
we hope David might join our current efforts, along with new funds awarded
this past year, to continue to push this development project forward. Any
member who would like more information and get involved with this effort,
should contact Keith Krebs at keithkrebsarchitect@gmail.com 



Sangre De Cristo Electric Association (SDCEA) is offering to match donations
to qualified 501(c)3 organizations through a new matching grant
program. Please consider helping the Collegiate Peaks Chapter raise some
funds by submitting your application if you are a SDCEA member.  

Steps to complete a SDCEA Matching Grant Application:

Step 1: Mail your check to CPC Treasurer at:  
Collegiate Peaks Chapter – TU
P.O. Box 1081
Salida, CO 81201

Step 2: CPC to return receipt for that donation – Please provide an e-mail
address if you have one for the return of your receipt.

Step 3: Log on to SDCEA at https://www.myelectric.coop/community/matching-
grant-program/

Step 4: Complete the application form attaching your copy of the receipt

Step 5:  SDCEA will process your application and match your donation (as
their funds allow).

Step 6:  CPC Treasurer will notify you when additional match funds are
received. This may take 4-6 weeks.
 
CPC Thanks you for taking the time to help raise funds for your chapter!



COLORADO'S WHIRLING DISEASE RESISTANT
RAINBOWS
Story and photo by Joe Lewandowski, from Colorado Outdoors

After more than 20 years of study, frustration, experimentation and dogged
persistence by CPW's aquatic researchers, the tide has turned in the fight
against Whirling-disease.

Whirling Disease first impacted Colorado's rainbow trout in the mid-1990s and
eliminated many wild populations of this popular sport fish. The aquatic tragedy
sparked a decades-long effort by Colorado Parks and Wildlife research
scientists to find a remedy and re-establish populations.

Myxobolus cerebralis, a metazoan parasite, can cause a serious affliction in
some species of trout and salmon known as whirling disease. The water-borne
parasite may not directly kill trout, but severely infected young trout often
develop debilitating deformities of the skull and spinal column or display the
erratic tail-chasing behavior from which the disease gets its name. To learn
more, please visit the CPW website.

Since 2003, the researchers have been crossing a strain of rainbow trout
resistant to the disease with other strains of rainbows in the hope of
developing a trout that would fend off whirling disease. Now, after more than 20
years of study, frustration, experimentation and dogged persistence by CPW's
aquatic researchers, the tide has turned in the fight against the dreaded
disease. Whirling-disease resistant rainbows are now thriving in the wild and
the agency is collecting their spawn, enabling hatcheries to propagate millions
of fish that will be distributed to rivers and streams throughout the state.

"Thanks to advance genetic testing, we know these fish are maintaining their

https://coloradooutdoorsmag.com/2020/02/20/colorados-whirling-disease-resistant-rainbows/


resistance to whirling disease," said George Schisler, CPW's aquatic research
chief. "Now they are surviving, reproducing and contributing to future
generations of Gunnison River rainbows."

This long success story started on an August day in 1994 when former CPW
researcher Barry Nehring, while walking the riverbank in the Gunnison Gorge,
noticed small fish swimming helplessly in circles. He knew immediately that the
fish were infected with a microscopic spore that damages the cartilage of
young fish and prevents them from swimming and developing normally.
Whirling disease had arrived in the wild.

The disease was accidentally introduced to Colorado in the late 1980s when
infected fish were imported to state and private hatcheries. After those fish
were stocked in 40 locations, the spore spread and within a decade infected
many rivers throughout the state. The disease kills young fish, so eventually,
natural reproduction by wild rainbows ended across much of Colorado.

[...]

Click here to continue reading...

WHO WILL PROTECT OUR NATION'S WETLANDS
AND STREAMS NOW?
By Melinda Kassen, from Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership

A look back at why EPA's rollback doesn't hold water

In January, the administration released its final new rule establishing the reach
of the Clean Water Act. If this rule survives court challenges, the landmark

https://coloradooutdoorsmag.com/2020/02/20/colorados-whirling-disease-resistant-rainbows/
https://www.trcp.org/2020/02/07/will-protect-nations-wetlands-streams-now/


federal law protecting our nation's water from polluting activities will cover
fewer waterbodies than at any time since 1972.

The new rule will not safeguard wetlands unless they are adjacent to a river,
removing protections for the many wetlands supplied by underground source
water, such as the prairie potholes of the upper Midwest, high mountain fens,
and the playas of the southern plains. The new rule will also not protect
"ephemeral" streams, which flow only after rainstorms.

The Backstory

The 1972 Clean Water Act responded to catastrophic pollution in the 1950s
and 1960s, like the Cuyahoga River burning and Lake Erie being declared
"dead." The law replaced a 1965 federal statute that had given states the lead
in fighting water pollution. While states are closer to problems and know the
local value of a waterbody better than a federal agency in Washington, D.C.,
states simply did not have the resources or political will to stop the powerful
interests responsible for the most damaging pollution.

So, Congress imposed a comprehensive framework to clean up America's
waters. The newly created Environmental Protection Agency and the U.S.
Army Corps of Engineers became the first line of defense by policing activities
that discharged pollutants to rivers, streams and wetlands, although states
were given the option to assume these permit programs if they could
demonstrate they had the resources to do so. Meanwhile, states continue to
set water quality standards, subject to federal approval, for their rivers,
streams, and lakes, while the EPA established nation-wide "technology"
standards on an industry-by-industry basis.

Finally, to ensure all parties had incentives to work towards better water
quality, Congress appropriated billions of dollars to states for revolving funds to
make loans to local governments for the construction of modern wastewater
treatment facilities.

Over the decades, this strategy proved spectacularly effective. Our waters are
substantially cleaner that in 1970 thanks to the Clean Water Act.

[...]

Click here to continue reading...

https://www.trcp.org/2020/02/07/will-protect-nations-wetlands-streams-now/


LONG-AWAITED SNAKE RIVER DAM ASSESSMENT
REJECTS REMOVAL
By Kale Williams, from The Oregonian/OregonLive

A report from several federal agencies has recommended the four dams on the
lower Snake River stay in place but that the amount of water spilled over those
dams be increased to help endangered salmon.

The Draft Environmental Impact Statement, which spans thousands of pages,
is the sixth attempt by the federal government to operate the 14 dams that
comprise the Columbia River Hydropower System in compliance with the
Endangered Species Act. The five previous attempts have been rejected after
legal challenges from environmental groups, the state of Oregon and local
tribes.

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, the Bonneville Power Administration and
the Bureau of Reclamation analyzed several alternatives, ranging from taking
no action to breaching all four. While removing the dams would provide the
best avenue to salmon recovery, according to the report, the option selected
by the agency, referred to as the "preferred alternative," calls for leaving them
in place and increasing the amount of water released at select times of year to
help with fish migration.

The Ice Harbor, Lower Monumental, Little Goose and Lower Granite dams, all
in eastern Washington, provide about five percent of the region's electricity,
along with irrigation for agriculture, flood management and navigation for
barges from the mouth of the Columbia River near Astoria more than 450 miles
inland to Lewiston, Idaho. But they also represent significant impediments to
fish migration, one of several factors that have caused declines in salmon
stocks in the Pacific Northwest. Southern Resident orcas, which live in the

https://www.oregonlive.com/environment/2020/02/long-awaited-snake-river-dam-assessment-rejects-removal-recommends-increasing-spill-to-help-endangered-salmon.html


waters off the Pacific Northwest and feed on salmon, have also seen steep
declines.

[...]

Click here to continue reading...

If you'd like to share a short note and some photos from a recent trip, please
submit them to our editor.submit them to our editor. Anyone willing to contribute a column would be
appreciated.

EDITOR-PERMANENTLY-AD-HOC: Tom Palka. Members are encouraged to
contribute to this publication: fishing stories, experiences, or quotes. Send
questions or submissions by email to editor@collegiatepeakstu.orgeditor@collegiatepeakstu.org. Editor's
deadline is the 23rd of the month.

 This is the e-Newsletter of Collegiate Peaks Chapter of the nation's leading coldwater This is the e-Newsletter of Collegiate Peaks Chapter of the nation's leading coldwater
conservation organization -- Trout Unlimited.conservation organization -- Trout Unlimited.
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