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UPCOMING EVENTS
January 3-5 - Denver: The Flyfishing Show. An annual symposium with fishing
and fly-tying classes, manufacturer booths, and much much more! A good
place to pick up discounted fishing trips. For more info check out
flyfishingshow.com.

We are organizing the events for this year, and the new calendar will be on our
web site soon.

All our events can be also found on our online calendar.

This month we're starting another section -- preliminary minutes from the latest
board of directors meeting. We'd like the chapter members to know what's
going on, what is being discussed, some ideas for the future. Hopefully
something will grab your interest and you'll get involved! We'd love to have
more people start participating, dip your feet in slowly, come to our meetings...

DECEMBER BOARD MEETING MINUTES
By Karen Dils, Secretary

Board Members Present: Keith Krebs, Gene Milus, Rick Helmick, Jerry Wright,
Larry Payne, Karen Dils, Jim Impara, Pam Simpson, Bill Dvorak (late). 

Guests present: Dick Isenberger, Barbara Plake Becky Biglow

Becky Biglow from EDAI (Earth Design Analysis & Innovation) reported on a
grant proposal we supported. Her grant to Chaffee Common Ground was
denied but we encouraged her to continue her efforts on Upper Arkansas
Watershed Management Plan.

The Year In Review was well attended. We'll start looking into booking Poncha
Town Hall or American Legion Hall for the 2020 meeting.

https://flyfishingshow.com/denver-co/
https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/calendar
https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/MMThankYou.pdf


Veterans Program – Moved to make Hayden Lake event an annual event –
Motion passed unanimously. Volunteers have to register on national
website. Gene Milus is the lead on this program.

Fin clipping will be on February 18-20, 2020. 

CTU Rendezvous is April 23-26 in Glenwood at Hotel Colorado.

Moved to delete January meeting due to usually low attendance and often
hazardous weather. Passed unanimously. Keep board meeting at Sangre in
Feb. Try Boathouse Cantina for next member meeting. 

Karen will reserve for 2/12 (9:30 AM-a change) and June 10 and for board
meetings at Sangre. Go ahead for July meeting for Poncha Town Hall. Ask
Chris Duerkson (Everglades fishing or other), Michael Atwood (state of the
Arkansas), Jason Willis (local mine reclamation report), Dan Cammack. Bill D.
will check w/Poncha Town Hall re 5/14 meeting and liquor license. Do Aug. 12
at mt. Shavano Manor. Sept. 9 meeting for members. Possible program – ask
new fly shops to come.

Motion passed to not allow e-bikes on any trails in BCNM from Hecla to
Seidels due to potential erosion and siltation problems into the river.

Updated committee lists:

Projects - Keith, Tom P., Larry P.
Special Projects (ELC) - Keith, Dave Moore
Volunteer Hours Recording - Karen
Membership - Tom Arnot, Gene Milus, Rick Helmick
Programs (Member meetings) - Jim Impara
Finance - Jerry, Barbara, Keith, Pam Simpson
Communications - Tom P., Tom A. (Newsletter editor - Rick H. (ANYONE can
submit articles/photos)
Scholarships - Barbara, Dick, Les S., Ellen B., Rick H.
Education - Keith, Eric Heltzel, Jerry, Karen, (ask Dominque)
Adult Activities - Eliminated for 2020
Special Events - Larry P., Dan C.
Community Involvement - Jim, Ann and Henry, Bob and Marjie. WE REALLY
NEED people to take over chairing the Salida (July 4) & BV Fishing (Saturday
before Labor Day) Derbies. Past chairs have EVERYTHING LINED OUT AS
TO HOW TO DO IT AND WHO TO CONTACT WHEN. PLEASE consider
stepping up for this.
Advocacy - Reed D.
Fundraising - Keith, Rick, Jerry, Pam, Dick, Karen (This should be the Raffle
Party committee)
FlyGals - Barbara, Linda S.
Historian and Archives - Eliminated
Veterans Service Partnership - Gene M.



SAN JUAN RIVER: CHAPTER SPRING TRIP 
Collegiate Peaks chapter has a tradition of doing one or more fishing trips each
year. These are open to all members and their guests. Usually we try to go
somewhere within a reasonable driving distance, at as low cost as possible,
and to places where consistent fishing is predictable. We also try to pick an
area where activities other than fishing are readily available.

When: April 27 through May 1 (4 nights - Monday thru Friday)

Where: San Juan River in NW New Mexico below Navajo Dam

The plan is to get campsites at Cottonwood Campground (a New Mexico State
Park, select Cottonwood Electric for the loop) a few miles downstream from the
dam and next to the river. This is about 4-5 hours from Salida. Reservations
can be made at the following web site:

New Mexico State Parks

For those who prefer lodging I recommend starting with Abe's at:

https://www.sanjuanriver.com/

We need an idea of the number interested. Contact Larry Payne at 719-338-
8837 or mtncouple1@msn.com.

FISHING QUOTE
"...perhaps the greatest satisfaction on first day of the season is the knowledge
in the evening that the whole of the rest of the season is to come."
 

Arthur Ransome, "The First Day At The River", Rod And Line (1929)

https://newmexicostateparks.reserveamerica.com/camping/navajo-lake/r/campsiteSearch.do?search=site&criteria=new&page=siteresult&contractCode=NM&parkId=430020
https://www.sanjuanriver.com/


REPORT: COLORADO GIVES DAY

CPC RAISED OVER $650!

Thank YOU to our generous CPC members (including a lifetime member) who
donated on Colorado Gives Day.

These donations provide much needed funds for the valued work and
programs CPC provides in our Arkansas River Valley communities. Our youth,
veteran, women and scholarship programs will all benefit in 2020.

THANK YOU!

DIRECT MAIL FUNDRAISING REPORT
By Rick Helmick

We have closed the books on our 2019 campaign! By the time you receive this
newsletter, our 'Thank You ad' will have run in four different newspapers ( right



before Christmas).  We did have a couple of last minute donations - an
anonymous chapter member for $500, and a couple more through PayPal on
our website. That brings us to almost $9,000 from just the direct mail
campaign, and combined with large business donors, several grants, The Fred
Rasmussen Scholarship Fund, our inaugural participation with Colorado Gives
Day, and misc income, our chapter has raised around $23,500 this year! This
is around the amount we have netted by hosting our very labor intensive
annual Caddis Festival. All this because of the huge generosity from our
members, our friends and community, and our business sponsors.  

THANK YOU ALL‼ ️

A HUGE THANK YOU TO ALL OUR SPONSORS!

Click here to enlarge

https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/MMThankYou.pdf


(photo: Logan Myers)

BROWNS CANYON NAT'L MONUMENT COMMENTS
The Resource Management Plan comments will be taken until Jan. 2, 2020.

Those TU members wishing to comment need to use the electronic instructions
in the document or mail written comments to: BCNM RMP/EIS, 5575 Cleora
Rd, Salida, CO 81201. The deadline is January 2, 2020.

The Monument includes the Arkansas River from Ruby Mt. downstream to
about a mile below Hecla Junction. Click on the first document for information
and how to comment. Your input will help determine the management of the
National Monument for a minimum of 10 years.  

BCNM_RMP_EIS_Draft_Vol1_Ch1-3_October2019_508.pdf

BCNM_RMP_EIS_Draft_Vol2_Appendices_October2019_508.pdf

RIVER SPEAK
 

JANUARY
 

Long, dark, bitter nights of winter
are equal to fishing a cold winter day

gives to thought of the shivers.

http://epl-front-office/projects/lup/69924/20005068/250005940/BCNM_RMP_EIS_Draft_Vol1_Ch1-3_October2019_508.pdf
http://epl-front-office/projects/lup/69924/20005068/250005940/BCNM_RMP_EIS_Draft_Vol1_Ch1-3_October2019_508.pdf
http://epl-front-office/projects/lup/69924/20005068/250005940/BCNM_RMP_EIS_Draft_Vol1_Ch1-3_October2019_508.pdf
http://epl-front-office/projects/lup/69924/20005068/250005941/BCNM_RMP_EIS_Draft_Vol2_Appendices_October2019_508.pdf


Watery eyes, tingling thighs,
numb toes, frozen nose,

you suddenly realize December was
MERRY

Now a January river
that for a spell will be chunky, snarly water.

You become the fishing barometer, 
and with every cast asking

the sun for warmth and camaraderie.
M. H.

Faye Emerson with Tom Thomas after the 2006 highway cleanup.
Photo: MH

FAYE EMERSON
By Karen Dils, Chapter Secretary

Faye Emerson was a longtime chapter member although we hadn't seen her in
several years. Even in her 80's and 90's she participated in highway
cleanups. She was a quiet person but led an incredible life! She was a role
model for independent and adventurous women. I learned many things about
here by reading her obituary.

Faye was proud of her long Alaskan residency and once got upset at my
husband when he asked her how she managed to still keep an Alaska state
license plate after living in Salida all these years. Her response was, "I go back
there every year," and I remember MANY years she would drive back and forth
when in her 80's.  

We did get her to give a presentation to the chapter of her bush flights years,



but I unfortunately missed that one. Although I didn't know Faye very well, I
hope all of us can continue to be as active and independent and outspoken as
Faye was. Our condolences go out to her family and friends.

You can find her obituary and life story at The Mountain Mail.

NEW SECTION: "GET TO KNOW"

This section is inspired by the Central Wisconsin TU chapter's newsletter,
which features a short interview with two members each month. We will start
by featuring the current board members. We'd love to feature some non-board
members -- if you'd like to participate, please email your answers to
editor@collegiatepeakstu.org, and attach a photo!

GET TO KNOW LARRY PAYNE
How long have you been a TU member? About 10 years.

Are you a chapter board member and/or officer? I have been a board
member for about 7 years and previous chapter secretary.

What drew you to joining TU? Fellow fishermen and conservators of our
fresh water systems.

When did you move to BV and join CPC? We moved to Salida in 2010. I
joined the Collegiate Peaks chapter of TU that same year and have been

http://www.themountainmail.com/obituaries/article_951720ca-1b52-11ea-b91c-830d279fbf09.html


serving on the board since 2011.

Where are you originally from, and what did/do you do for a living? I am
originally from Oakland, Ca. I worked under Space Command helping run a
world wide antenna tracking system for satellite communications.

What section of the Arkansas do you think fishes best, and when?
Browns Canyon in the fall.

What is your favorite Ark River fly? My favorite fly is the one working that
day.

GET TO KNOW: REED DILS
How long have you been a TU member? 35 years, plus or minus

What drew you to joining TU? There were lots of cold water resource issues
on the Arkansas back in the early ’80’s and I was new to trout fishing. I saw a
meeting notice in the local paper and went to the 1st meeting with another
lifetime member, Bob Gray.

Are you a chapter board member and/or officer? I am the advocacy
representative.

When did you move to the valley and join CPC? I moved to BV in 1976, and
joined at the chapter's first meeting, in 1984-85.

Where are you originally from, and what did/do you do for a living? I grew



up in Kettering, a suburb of Dayton, Ohio. I owned a whitewater raft company
in Nathrop, 4-Corners Rafting, for 25 years.

What section of the Arkansas do you think fishes best, and
when? Browns Canyon in April before any runoff.

What is your favorite Ark River fly? Parachute Adams or Sparkle dun.

[We featured Bill Dvorak in last month's "Get to know" section. Bill was also
featured in the fall edition of TU's "Trout" magazine]

DVORAK EXPEDITIONS
by Walt Gasson, "Trout" magazine

Maybe it's because we're both Wyoming guys. Maybe it's because (as we say
in our shared home state) "it ain't our first rodeo," meaning that we share many
decades of experience in and love for wild places and wild things. But from the
first time we met, I liked Bill Dvorak. We worked together long before I came to
Trout Unlimited, and I enjoyed every minute of it.

Bill and Jaci Dvorak are the heart and soul of Dvorak Expeditions. They have
been avid outdoor educators since they were married in 1969, having taught in
Australia, New Zealand, Asia and England where they managed outdoor
leadership courses for Outward Bound. They founded the Dvorak Expeditions
in 1985 in the scenic Arkansas River Valley of Colorado. True pioneers in the
business, they own the first outfitter license by the state of Colorado. And from
the beginning, it's been a family-run business.

The Dvorak family has a long history of passionate involvement in



conservation issues. They have a longtime love affair with the rivers of the
West, and they work hard to protect them. Bill has been a key player in
developing and implementing key pieces of legislation and regulation regarding
river management in Colorado, and they have aided local river conservation
efforts as well. But if you ask him about his greatest moments, he'll talk about
Browns Canyon. Bill was deeply involved in efforts to protect Browns Canyon
on the Arkansas River. He was there for the culmination of more than two
decades of effort, when President Barack Obama designated it a national
monument under the Antiquities Act on February 19, 2015.

Bill is a conservationist to the core. But when you talk with him about
conservation and the importance of public lands, sooner or later, the
conversation always comes back to the Arkansas River in Colorado. Back in
the late 1980s, the Ark was nearly a casualty of toxic mine waste. Bill worked
with then-Senator Tim Wirth to get it cleaned up. Now, it's the longest
contiguous stretch of Gold Medal water in Colorado. They fish the Gunnison
River as well. The Gunny Gorge is a catch and release fishery, with high fish
density and lots of big rainbows and brown trout. It's accessible only by foot or
horse. But it's worth the one-mile walk. The Dvoraks pack the boats and gear in
the day before, and the float through this wilderness canyon is unsurpassed in
North America. Both the Ark and the Gunny are great rivers, but they're not the
only rivers to fish with Dvorak Expeditions. They fish the San Miguel. You can
make that a day trip, or you can make it up to a 5-day trip. If you combine the
San Miguel with the Dolores and the Colorado, you can be gone for 6 to 12
days. There are no bad options here.

But the fishing is only part of the experience. You'll be in the heart of the West.
You'll be with great guides. And you'll have a great time. How do I know?
Because I know Bill Dvorak.

THE WORLD CHAMP OF FLY-CASTING



JUST WANTS TO BE A TEEN
By Chris Wright, from Outside Online

One morning in February, 15-year-old Maxine McCormick leaned her fly rod
against her shoulder and watched her coach, Chris Korich, warm up.

Wind chopped the surface of the shallow casting pond. Korich, a 60-year-old
12-time casting world champion, gently whipped the fly rod in his hand. He
knelt in a box painted on the concrete shore, aimed at a Hula-Hoop target
floating on the surface 35 feet away, and flicked his arm. 

A perfect loop of bright green line unrolled across the water, but just as it
reached the target, a gust of wind blew the yellow fly at its end a few inches off
course. Korich flicked another roll cast and missed. He missed again.

He shook his head at himself and the wind, took a deep breath, and finally
dropped his fly inside the target. 

"I'd shorten my tippet if I were you," he said to Maxine, reeling in his line. "It'll
help you with this wind." He walked back to the clubhouse at California's Long
Beach Casting Club. 

Maxine knelt, aimed, and splashed her fly on target with one, two, three roll
casts in a row. She stood, dropped her rod off at the clubhouse, and spent the
remaining minutes before the Southwestern Regional Casting Tournament
standing on the club's front porch, staring at a tiny green hummingbird whizzing
around the bushes.

[...]

Click here to continue reading...

If you'd like to share a short note and some photos from a recent trip, please
submit them to our editor.submit them to our editor. Anyone willing to contribute a column would be
appreciated.

EDITOR-PERMANENTLY-AD-HOC: Tom Palka. Members are encouraged to
contribute to this publication: fishing stories, experiences, or quotes. Send
questions or submissions by email to editor@collegiatepeakstu.orgeditor@collegiatepeakstu.org. Editor's
deadline is the 23rd of the month.

 This is the e-Newsletter of Collegiate Peaks Chapter of the nation's leading coldwater This is the e-Newsletter of Collegiate Peaks Chapter of the nation's leading coldwater
conservation organization -- Trout Unlimited.conservation organization -- Trout Unlimited.
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