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UPCOMING EVENTS
December 11 - 6pm. Board of Directors meeting, Fiesta Mexicana restaurant.
Please read below for details.

All our events can be also found on our online calendar.

DECEMBER MEETING: FIESTA MEXICANA
By Rick Helmick

Our next BOD meeting is December 11, at Fiesta Mexicana, 1220 E Rainbow
Rd (HWY 50 in Salida). We are meeting in the bar. Come early to eat and to
catch the 2-for-1 draft beer prices (until 6pm). If you miss that, their house
margarita is 2-for-1 all night!  

https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/calendar
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yybjpDW0JHw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VIdE5gsPkaE
http://collegiatepeakstu.org/files/fundraising-slide.pdf


BARBARA PLAKE RECEIVES OUTSTANDING
VOLUNTEER AWARD
Congratulations to Barbara! She received the very well-deserved Outstanding
Volunteer award from Colorado TU. Among other things, she started the
FlyGals program, organized the Caddis Festival Banquet, and participated in
the scholarship committee. Thank you, Barbara, for all you do!

FISHING QUOTE
There is only one theory about angling in which I have perfect confidence, and
this is that the two words, least appropriate to any statement, about it, are the
words "always" and "never." 
 

Lord Grey of Fallodon, "Fly-Fishing" (1899)

2019 YEAR IN REVIEW MEETING
We held our annual Year in Review meeting on November 13th at Granzella
Hall. The room was nearly packed, and it was great to see friends again. We
also welcomed a few new members.



Tom Arnot prepared a presentation on all chapter activities, a report on
fundraising, and more. If you missed the meeting, you can see it here:

We also had a slideshow of photos from the various chapter activities, as well
as some member-submitted photos. Watch it below:



2019 FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN 

At the year end meeting last week, we gave a report on how our fundraising
went this year, as it comes to an end. I included the first slide below, and there
are several more from the slide show Tom Arnot put together, and it's now
posted on our website. I might add that there is a second slide show - some
very interesting pictures of our members, and some of our activities and work
projects from throughout the year. Tom P. went through hundreds of photos to
put together the very best, so check that out also!  Everyone who made a
financial contribution as of last week is listed on our year end slide presentation
online. A 'thank you' ad to all of you who contributed will run in our local papers
next month.

We had a very good year, as we have raised over $21,000! This came from a
combination of major donations and grants, from our direct mail campaign,
donations to our inaugural Fred Rasmussen Scholarship Fund, plus various
promotions and sales. You can read the breakdown in the chart below. Most
importantly, the money we raised came with very little cost, so what we
grossed is close to our net income. Our biggest expense was from our direct
mail campaign, and that was mostly postage and printing.



(Click here to enlarge the slide above)

As you know, the board decided to give the Caddis Festival a break this year. It
takes over 1,000 volunteer hours to put this huge event on, and although our
chapter's membership is over 300, our core group that does all the work is only
around 35 people. It's a huge undertaking, and some of us thought we needed
a break, thus the decision to try a direct mail campaign appealing to our past
banquet sponsors, businesses and donors, and of course, you! Our Collegiate
Peaks Chapter members believe in the Trout Unlimited mission, and together
we are accomplishing great things. 

It is because of you that we were able to raise the necessary funds to assist
students pursue a college degree (water related), to work with our various
partners such as CCC to purchase and protect land from development, the Ark
River Community Preserve Project, water mitigation work on Monarch Pass,
our two popular fishing derbies for children and their families, continued
funding for our Ecosystems Learning Center, our CTU conservation and fishing
camp, as well as our multiple Stream Science & Ecology classes for middle
school and high school students, and of course, our Stream Explorers
Program. Also, we will never forget our Veterans as we team up with Project
Healing Waters to get them out on our rivers and streams for a day, several
times a year. These are just some of the many ways we try to give back to our
communities, while trying to protect our valuable water resources, at the same
time. Most importantly, we are developing the next generation of river
stewards, who will hopefully continue our work - to protect our rivers and
streams, and their ecosystems. Thank you for being part of Trout Unlimited,
and our local chapter!

http://collegiatepeakstu.org/files/fundraising-slide.pdf


FRED RASMUSSEN MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP
DONORS

Barbara Plake
Jim Impara
Liz Sutphin
Jeffery & Kathleen Keidel
Barbara Keller
Terry and Diane Sadler
Jerry Wright

Bonnie Mucklow
Pam Simpson
Lorraine Underwood
Louise Olsen-Marquez
Kathryn Wadsworth
Judé Silva-Hodgers
Lynn & Marybeth Anderson
Eileen Rogers

Total raised = $1,070



COLORADO GIVES DAY - DECEMBER 10th
 
Mark your calendars for Colorado Gives Day! For the 1st time CPC is
participating in this fundraising day for Colorado nonprofits.

Join one of the largest one-day giving movements in the country.

Each December Coloradans come together with the common goal to
strengthen the community by helping to power nonprofits. Community First
Foundation and FirstBank partner to make this day rewarding for givers,
nonprofits and the community as a whole.

Colorado Gives Day is Tuesday, December 10, and features a $1.5 million
Incentive Fund. Every nonprofit receiving a donation on Colorado Gives Day
will receive a portion of the fund, increasing the value of every dollar donated.
Colorado Gives Day has grown to be the state's largest one-day online giving
event, raising more than $217 million since it began in 2010.

Please visit http://coloradogives.org/collegiatepeaks and donate! Easy as
that. Your donations are tax deductible as charitable contributions to the full
extent permitted by law. Every $$ supports the valued work and programs our
Chapter provides in our Arkansas River Valley communities.

RIVER SPEAK
 

Eleven months down, they went fast.
Fishing December with half a tank of gasp?

Hope for a wet, snowy month among
Decembers many gifts.

If we are lucky, we boot to the river 
banks through deep drifts.

 
A few days off celebrating, then time for regenerating,

to begin again.

http://coloradogives.org/collegiatepeaks


2020
Let crispy fishing exercise your skin.

 
Merry Christmas
Happy New Year

Mistletoe

M. H.

NEW SECTION: "GET TO KNOW"

This section is inspired by the Central Wisconsin TU chapter's newsletter,
which features a short interview with two members each month. We will start
by featuring the current board members. We'd love to feature some non-board
members -- if you'd like to participate, please email your answers to
editor@collegiatepeakstu.org, and attach a photo!

GET TO KNOW KAREN DILS
How long have you been a TU member? Since 1993 I believe. Now a
Lifetime Member.

Are you a chapter board member and/or officer? Yes. I'm the secretary for
2020 and have served in that capacity previously as well as chapter president
for several years. Before Keith I was the Youth Education Coordinator and
helped start Fly Gals in about 2001.



What drew you to joining TU? My husband was a founding chapter member
and after a while I decided I should get involved with their mission as well. We
use state waters and public lands a great deal and I feel we need to monitor
and protect them.

When did you move to BV and join CPC? I moved to BV in 1976 and joined
CPC in 1993.

Where are you originally from, and what did/do you do for a living? I grew
up in Miami, FL when it was a "small town." I met my husband at Ohio State
doing graduate work. We taught in Rochester for a couple of years when we
took our first raft trip. We started our rafting company in 1976 in southwestern
Colorado when we were teaching. When I got my teaching job with Buena
Vista schools, we were the 2nd rafting company in BV. I taught physical
education, careers, decisions, economics, and coordinated a work experience
program. I also coached 3 sports, 

What section of the Arkansas do you think fishes best, and when? Float
fishing I like Brown's Canyon in the evenings in late July. Wade fishing, I like
the river park in BV in spring before runoff.

What is your favorite Ark River fly? PMX and sparkle dun.

GET TO KNOW: BILL DVORAK
How long have you been a TU member? Actually not sure how long I've
been a member but think it's been since the early 2000's and I have mostly
been a business member.



What drew you to joining TU? Really started working with TU in 2006 when I
saw they aligned so well with the work I was doing with the National Wildlife
Federation to protect public lands and wildlife and fisheries habitat.

Are you a chapter board member and/or officer? I have been on the BOD
for 6-8 years.

When did you move to the valley and join CPC? Moved to Chaffee County
in 1985 still at that same location in Nathrop.

Where are you originally from, and what did/do you do for a living? I grew
up on a small ranch outside of Ranchester, WY, about 17 miles north of
Sheridan. I started fishing the Tongue River when I was about 6. I've been a
school teacher both here and in Australia. I also set up and ran the second
Outdoor Education Center in Australia. I was an Outward Bound and a
mountaineering instructor in NZ, had a scuba diving charter boat on the Great
Barrier Reef and been an outfitter in USA for over 40 years. I ended up in CO
for college: Mesa Junior College, 1967-68. I then spent 7 years in Australia,
New Zealand and a year traveling home across Asia. I returned for my
master's degree in Alternative and Experiential Education at CU, 1979-80.

What section of the Arkansas do you think fishes best, and when? My
favorite section of the Ark to fish is Browns Canyon later in the afternoon into
the early evening.

What is your favorite Ark River fly? Favorite fly is Flashback Pheasant tail as
a dropper under an indicator dry fly.

ANGLERS SHARE TIME WITH DISABLED VETERANS



by Arlene Shovald, Special to The Mountain Mail

Outdoor activities with a group of like individuals can be a transforming
experience for disabled active military service personnel and disabled
veterans.

The Collegiate Peaks Chapter of Trout Unlimited provides this type of
experience through a partnership with the Colorado Springs Chapter of Project
Healing Waters Fly Fishing (PHWFF). PHWFF began in 2005 to serve
wounded military service members at Walter Reed Army Medical Center who
were returning from combat in Iraq and Afghanistan and now has chapters
across the country.

It is dedicated to the physical and emotional rehabilitation of disabled active
military service personnel and disabled veterans through fly fishing and
associated activities, including education and outings.

In June Collegiate Peaks Chapter hosts a PHWFF fishing outing at Hayden
Meadows Reservoir and the nearby stretch of the Arkansas River. Members
serve as mentors (guides) and cooks. Other members tie flies, and each vet is
given a box of flies. Mentors are required to go through training to deal with
physical as well as emotional problems such as post-traumatic stress disorder
and traumatic brain injury.

"In September, Collegiate Peaks members stepped up to rescue another
PHWFF outing that was on the verge of being canceled due to lack of
volunteer mentors and cooks," said Rick Helmick, Collegiate Peaks vice
president.

"This outing on a private stretch of the Arkansas River was an extraordinary
experience for the vets as well as the volunteers. We love doing this. Veterans
have said things like 'without this some of us wouldn't be here anymore.' That
makes it all worth it.

"Our veterans are mostly from Colorado Springs and some from Pueblo
because of the large number of military personnel in those areas. However,
any veteran with a service-connected disability likely would qualify for the
program."

Collegiate Peaks Chapter encourages any local disabled veterans to join the
Colorado Springs Chapter of PHWFF. TU has spread the word about the
program through local fly shops and veteran groups. No fly fishing experience
or equipment is necessary. The Colorado Springs Healing Waters introduces
veterans to fly fishing, arranges for quality loaner gear as needed and provides
transportation to approximately 40 fishing outings each year. Veterans can join
online at phwffcoloradosprings.org/. Volunteers can join as mentors, cooks,
photographers, etc.
at the same website.

"This is one small way we can support our troops at a local level and see how
much they appreciate their experience on our beautiful rivers and lakes,"
Helmick said. "A few of them have told us we save lives."

https://www.themountainmail.com/


SHOP ON AMAZON (SMILE), SUPPORT OUR
CHAPTER
We want to remind everyone that if you shop on Amazon, they will donate
0.5% of all your purchases to the charity of your choice. You just need to go to
Amazon Smile (smile.amazon.com) to order. You will be asked to log in --
then select CPC as your non-profit. 

If you ever forget the link, it is also at top of every page on our web site.

If you shop on Amazon without registering, that is money that never makes it to
our bank account, so please take one minute and register Collegiate Peaks
Chapter of TU! I bet we can fund one student scholarship per year, with 300
plus CPC members signed up!

All questions about their program are answered at:
https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/about/ref=smi_aas_redirect?
ie=UTF8&%2AVersion%2A=1&%2Aentries%2A=0

If you'd like to share a short note and some photos from a recent trip, please
submit them to our editor.submit them to our editor. Anyone willing to contribute a column would be
appreciated.

EDITOR-PERMANENTLY-AD-HOC: Tom Palka. Members are encouraged to
contribute to this publication: fishing stories, experiences, or quotes. Send
questions or submissions by email to editor@collegiatepeakstu.orgeditor@collegiatepeakstu.org. Editor's
deadline is the 23rd of the month.

 This is the e-Newsletter of Collegiate Peaks Chapter of the nation's leading coldwater This is the e-Newsletter of Collegiate Peaks Chapter of the nation's leading coldwater
conservation organization -- Trout Unlimited.conservation organization -- Trout Unlimited.

https://smile.amazon.com/
https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/
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