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UPCOMING EVENTS
November 13 - 5:30-8pm. Social hour, potluck dinner, Year in Review
meeting, elections. Details below.

December 11 - 6pm. Board of Directors meeting, Fiesta Mexicana restaurant,
Salida. We are looking for venues that will provide food and beverages -- here
2-for-1 on Mexican draft beers until 6pm, and house margaritas 2-for-1 until
8pm. All BoD meetings are open to members -- we'd love to see you there!

All our events can be also found on our online calendar.

ANNUAL MEETING NOTICE
The annual Year-in-Review meeting will be held on Wednesday, Nov 13, 2019
at Granzella Hall, 450 Palmer Street, Salida.

5:30 pm: Social time and setup
6:15 pm: Dinner
7:00 pm: Program

The Chapter will provide BBQ Brisket.

https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/calendar
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yhbcqdpooso


BYOB & B (Bring Your Own Beverages and Buns)

Bring a side dish to share, along with your own "indoor picnic" supplies: plates,
utensils and whatever beverages you prefer.

The chapter is not providing buns for the brisket this year, so if you want a bun
for your brisket, please bring your own.

There will be a slideshow and recap of our year's events, followed by election
of officers and board members.

HIGH COUNTRY GREENBACK STOCKING
We had the bi-annual high country fish stocking on September 25th. It was
coordinated by Michael Atwood from Colorado Parks & Wildlife. We had ten
volunteers who (some in teams, some solo) stocked 11,000 fingerlings into
about nine creeks. CPW stocked another location on horseback.

Locations:
Chalk Creek - 2,000 fish
Middle Cottonwood Creek - 1,500
South Cottonwood Creek - 1,500
Flume Creek - 600
Fourmile Creek - 3,000 - Stocked by CPW on horseback
Frenchman Creek - 500
Glacier Creek - 600
South Halfmoon Creek - 800
La Plata Gulch - 500

Participants: Keith Krebs, Tom Palka, Richard Frey, Eric Heltzel, Gene Milus,
Mr. and Mrs. Bryan Lally, Larry Siemiet, Larry Payne, Mike Perry.



STOCKING VIDEO
Click here to view a video that follows one chapter member who narrated
stocking South Halfmoon Creek.

VOLUNTEERS FROM AFAR!

This couple is from Joplin, Missouri. They heard about our stocking program
while they were in the area, and they joined us! In their own words: "We did
each have a bag of fish, we received them at the trailhead and hiked up from
there. We stocked one bag at 3/4 mile as instructed. We gave our other bag to
someone who didn't have one to carry another 3/4 mile higher. What an
incredible experience! We are forever grateful for having this experience!
Thank you!!"



FISHING QUOTE
"It is the constant~~or inconstant ~~change, the infinite variety in fly-fishing
that binds us fast. It is impossible to grow weary of a sport that is never the
same on any two days of the year."
 

Theodore Gordon (1914)



MOONLIGHT PIZZA MONDAY PROGRAM
By Rick Helmick

Heather Adams emailed me that our check was ready, from last month’s
Monday 10% non-profit program. So here is Ryan, assistant manager,
presenting Collegiate Peaks TU with a check for $601, which represents 10%
of their sales that day. I hope everyone had a good time Sept. 9th, as this was
an opportunity for our membership to get together and visit with each other
over some good food and drink! I am working on a date for next year,
sometime in Sept. again. I encourage our chapter membership to support this
local business, and their great program of giving back to our local non-profits
every Monday. I might add that Bryan is a member of CPC, he and Heather
are part owners of Moonlight Pizza, and he is also the head brewer (I love their
beer).

As we approach the end of the year, we are wrapping up our annual
fundraising campaign. If you have been thinking of supporting your TU chapter
and our great mission, and haven’t taken action yet, this is the last time I will
ask you to get out your checkbook. A big shout out to all of you that have, and
we will recognize you in next month’s Mountain Mail ad in the paper! Please
mail your contribution to CPC-TU, P.O. Box 1081, Salida, CO 81201.



I have never seen head spots like this. Such a beautiful fish.  - Bob Gray

WE ARE NOW ON INSTAGRAM
If you are an Instagram user, please follow us. We're hoping to reach a new
audience by adding this social media channel to our online outreach. And if you
post any photos, be it of fishing in the valley or of conservation issues, please
feel free to tag us if appropriate.

Click here to see our Instagram feed, we are @collegiatepeakstu.

https://www.instagram.com/collegiatepeakstu/


SHOP ON AMAZON (SMILE), SUPPORT OUR
CHAPTER
We want to remind everyone that if you shop on Amazon, they can donate
0.5% of all your purchases to the charity of your choice. You just need to go to
Amazon Smile (smile.amazon.com) to order. You will be asked to log in -- then
select CPC as your non-profit. 

All questions about their program are answered at the below link. 

If you shop on Amazon without registering, that is money that never makes it to
our bank account, so please take one minute and register Collegiate Peaks
Chapter of TU! I bet we can fund one student scholarship per year, with 300
plus CPC members signed up!

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/about/ref=smi_aas_redirect?
ie=UTF8&%2AVersion%2A=1&%2Aentries%2A=0

RIVER SPEAK
 

Frisky
flurries favor the
flavor of fishing.

Wishing for holes in the sky,
you look up, see the sun.

Activating bugs, hatching has begun.
 

You know nature's gift
has you in the mix.

Match the hatch with your box of tricks.
Add a grateful thanks for a November catch.

M. H.

https://smile.amazon.com/gp/chpf/about/ref=smi_aas_redirect?ie=UTF8&%2AVersion%2A=1&%2Aentries%2A=0


VETS FISH THE ARKANSAS RIVER
Chapter members came to the rescue of a Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing
(PHWFF) event that was on the verge of being cancelled due to lack of
volunteers. Charlie Adams, the trip leader for the event and a chapter member,
did not want to see the event cancelled. He reached out to the chapter for
volunteers and got more than enough. On September 22, seven disabled vets
from the Colorado Springs Chapter of PHWFF experienced a beautiful day of
fly fishing on a private stretch of the river. Most vets caught at least one fish,
and all seemed to really enjoy being there. Eric Heltzel, Gene Milus and Mike
Perry were mentors. Rick & Patricia Helmick and Monika Milus cooked and
served lunch.



NEW SECTION: "GET TO KNOW"

This section is inspired by the Central Wisconsin TU chapter's newsletter,
which features a short interview with two members each month. We will start
by featuring the current board members. We'd love to feature some non-board
members -- if you'd like to participate, please email your answers to
editor@collegiatepeakstu.org, and attach a photo!

GET TO KNOW JIM IMPARA
How long have you been a TU member? I had been a member for several
years before becoming a Life Member in 1995, so over 20 years.
 
Are you a chapter board member and/or officer? Currently a Board
member, but have been VP and Co-Presiding Officer with Keith.
 
What drew you to joining TU? A good friend in Virginia was a member and
he enjoyed his experience in his local chapter. I became a member after I
moved to Nebraska because I wanted to meet others with an interest in fishing
and conservation.
 
When did you move to the valley and join CPC? We moved to the BV area
permanently in 2006 and transferred our membership to this chapter.
 
Where are you originally from, and what did/do you do for a living? I was
born in Atlanta, GA, but grew up in the Miami, FL area. After a 3-year stint in
the Army, I went to college, worked as a math teacher, then back to grad
school. I received a PhD from Florida State University in 1972, while working at
the Florida Department of Education. I then moved to the Oregon Department



of Education from 1973 until taking a faculty position at Virginia Tech in 1976.
Two years after an amicable divorce, I took a soft money position as an
Associate Professor in the Department of Educational Psychology at the
University of Nebraska – Lincoln. After retiring as a Professor Emeritus in
2006, Barbara Plake and I moved here.
 
What section of the Arkansas do you think fishes best, and when?
Usually the section of the river that I’m fishing on at the moment, otherwise I
would be fishing someplace else. My favorite section is Hayden Meadows.
 
What is your favorite Ark River fly? An Elk Hair Caddis dry with a caddis
pupa dropper, unless it’s in the early spring or middle fall, when my favorite is
a BWO with either a cripple or Barr’s emerger dropper.

GET TO KNOW: TOM ARNOT
How long have you been a TU member? I’ve been a member since 2012. 

What drew you to joining TU? It was sort of an accident... A friend gave me a
membership for a Christmas gift in 2012 and it proved to be a good way to
meet people when we moved here the following year.

Are you a chapter board member and/or officer? Yes, I’ve been serving as
the chapter secretary for the past 4 years.

When did you move to the valley and join CPC? We moved here in
September of 2013 and I started going to local meetings in 2014. In 2015, I
was elected chapter secretary.



Where are you originally from, and what did/do you do for a living? Well, I
was born at Ft. Carson Army Hospital in Colorado Springs, so technically, I'm a
Colorado native. I lived in about a dozen different states between the ages of 2
and 22. After graduating from Oregon State University in 1982, I drove up to
Alaska on a bit of a whim with my college girlfriend. We soon found
employment and I spent my professional career as a mechanical engineer
working out of Anchorage. The design work I did gave me the opportunity to
travel to remote corners of the state including many small villages far off the
road system. It was a unique experience. I also dabbled in commercial
photography for a while. We did many great recreational trips in Alaska, too;
fishing, camping, fly-out float trips, wildlife viewing, sea kayaking, etc. After
thirty one winters up there, we decided it was time for a change, so the same
girl (now my wife) and I finally drove back down to the lower 48 and settled in
Salida. 

What section of the Arkansas do you think fishes best, and when? I’m
partial to the section just below Stone Bridge, mainly because that is where I
live and so I fish there most of the time. Spring and Fall are my favorite times,
but I fish it all year long. It is very interesting to see how the fish move around
the river at different seasons and water levels. We are so fortunate to live in a
place where you can fish open water year round. I really like Hayden Meadows
in August and September, too.

What is your favorite Ark River fly? Whichever one is catching fish! While we
all love catching fish on a dry fly, that doesn’t always work. Two of my go-to
droppers are a flashback pheasant tail and a zebra midge. They will catch fish
all year long. 

If you'd like to share a short note and some photos from a recent trip, please
submit them to our editor.submit them to our editor. Anyone willing to contribute a column would be
appreciated.

EDITOR-PERMANENTLY-AD-HOC: Tom Palka. Members are encouraged to
contribute to this publication: fishing stories, experiences, or quotes. Send
questions or submissions by email to editor@collegiatepeakstu.orgeditor@collegiatepeakstu.org. Editor's
deadline is the 23rd of the month.

 This is the e-Newsletter of Collegiate Peaks Chapter of the nation's leading coldwater This is the e-Newsletter of Collegiate Peaks Chapter of the nation's leading coldwater
conservation organization -- Trout Unlimited.conservation organization -- Trout Unlimited.
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