
RIFFLES AND POOLS

OCTOBER 2019 NEWSLETTER

UPCOMING EVENTS
October 4 - 9am to 1pm. Salida sessions of Stream Explorers. We'd especially
like some volunteers to help with fly casting and fishing. Please contact Keith
Krebs at keithkrebsarchitect@gmail.com for more info.

October 9 - 6pm. Board of Directors meeting, Sangre de Cristo Electric
community room, Buena Vista.

November 13 - 4-7pm. Social hour, potluck dinner, Year in Review meeting,
elections. Details TBD.

December 11 - 6pm. Board of Directors meeting, Mt Shavano Manor, Salida.

All our events can be also found on our online calendar.

SEPTEMBER RECAP

By Rick Helmick

It was quite a busy month of activities for our chapter in September. We started
with a social and fun get together at Moonlight Pizza on Sept 9th. No work, no
agenda, other than coming out for dinner and getting together and visiting with
friends over pizza and drinks. It also doubled as a fundraiser for TU, as Moonlight
Pizza gives back 10% of their sales to the selected non-profit organization on
their Moonlight Monday Program. Thanks to all who came out that evening, it was
a lot of fun. I think we had close to 40 CPC members and supporters attend.  

Sept 11th we had our membership meeting, and if you weren't there you missed
something special. Special thanks to Dan Omasta for all the great swag we gave
away! That was followed by a fly tying event at Elevation Brewery on the 15th,
co-sponsored by Next Eddy Fly Shop. Thanks to Colin and Allen, and Shannon
with CTU, for helping put this on with the club!  On the 22nd, we again participated
in another Project Healing Waters with our Colorado Springs TU chapter. We
mentored and spent the day with a nice group of Veterans on the Hillegas Ranch,
upriver from the Stone Bridge on the Arkansas. Skip and Kathy Hillegas again
hosted this annual event on their beautiful half mile of riverfront property. Then on
Sept 25th we joined up with CPW on a work project stocking trout in various
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rivers & streams.  

It was a busy month for our chapter and hopefully it offered a variety of interesting
ways to learn and increase our skills, to give back to our community, and to
improve our local fisheries. Thanks to everyone who participated in this month's
activities, our chapter of TU is a special and very active organization!

[EDITOR'S NOTE: September also saw our annual Buena Vista Kids Fishing
Derby, a very popular event. Read more about it below. The reports from the
Project Healing Waters and from the High Country Fish Stocking will be in
the next month's newsletter].

BUENA VISTA KIDS FISHING DERBY

by Bob Gray, photos by Henry Klaiman

We had a perfect sunshine day in the park with the BV Optimist Club kicking the
day off with a pancake breakfast. There were 64 kids registered to fish (slightly
down from last year), plus lots of help from parents and grandparents. The fish
stocked by Colorado Parks and Wildlife were eager to join in the fun as 43 fish
were caught, landed and measured. The event ended with prizes for the 5 winners
and t-shirts for all the participants. The Optimist Club then provided a free hotdog
lunch for all participants, parents, grandparents and the 25 volunteers and 2
wildlife officers. A fun Labor Day Week-end event.

Volunteers were: Sam Austin, Cindy Bass, Vern Bass, Herb Daugherty, Karen
Dils, Reed Dils, Rosanne Dreher, Carla Gershenoff, Bob Gray, Marjie Gray, Fran
King, Ray King, Ann Klaiman, Henry Klaiman, Kay Krebs, Keith Krebs, Larry
Payne, Mike Perry, Judy Reese, Carolyn Schilling, Lee Schilling, Pam Simpson,
Tom Small, Les Stencel, Dave Weber, Jerry Wright, Steve Zabel.





VETS FISH THE ARKANSAS RIVER

Chapter members came to the rescue of a Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing
(PHWFF) event that was on the verge of being cancelled due to lack of
volunteers. Charlie Adams, the trip leader for the event and a chapter member,
did not want to see the event cancelled. He reached out to the chapter for
volunteers and got more than enough. On September 22, seven disabled vets
from the Colorado Springs Chapter of PHWFF experienced a beautiful day of fly
fishing on a private stretch of the river. Most vets caught at least one fish, and all
seemed to really enjoy being there. Eric Heltzel, Gene Milus and Mike Perry were
mentors. Rick &amp; Patricia Helmick and Monika Milus cooked and served
lunch.

The Colorado Springs Chapter of PHWFF is the largest, currently servicing more
than 400 vets. It has an all-volunteer staff and has been credited with saving
numerous lives. Our TU chapter has partnered with them to host an annual fishing
event at Hayden Reservoir, but there are additional opportunities for members to
help disabled vets. Email Gene Milus (gmilus@uark.edu) if you are interested.

FISHING QUOTE
"...fly tying is the next best thing to fishing; it is the sort of licking of the lips that
eases a thirsty man in the desert."
 

Arthur Ransome, "Fly Tying in Winter", Rod and Line (1929)



LAST MONTH'S MEMBERS' MEETING

by Rick Helmick

We said that our speaker for the Sept 11th meeting may be the most entertaining
speaker we have heard in 30 years, and that was an understatement. Beside
being humorous and extremely informative about Alaska fishing, Connor Murphy
was animated and passionate about the rivers and salmonid's that he hunts for
with his clients. He has spent his last three summers working for Duncan & Sons
on the Kanektok River, which operates both a lower and upper base camp
(alaskaflyfishingcamps.com for more information). If you have ever been
considering going to Alaska, I have several friends who have gone to a bunch of
fishing camps and believe this is the best Alaska fishing experience you can
find.  You can contact Conner if you would like more information at:
troutjockey@comcast.net

Not to be outdone, we also had 14 year old Riley Bogert from Fairplay talk about
his CTU Conservation Camp experience this past summer. As you know, we try
to send one or two young people to this camp annually. It is quite a learning
experience, they have a bunch of fun and get to meet others with similar outdoor
interests. Riley was most entertaining, and in this picture above, Conner is
listening to Riley make a comment about fishing. The two of them were
hilarious! And CPC also sponsored Conner at this same CTU camp a few years
back, and this experience contributed to his college pursuit of a degree in
fisheries biology. Perhaps this camp and the other educational experiences our
club offers to our youth today, will foster the river & water stewards of the next
generation. 

I had two thoughts as I left this meeting. First, I was disappointed by the poor
turnout for this amazing meeting and experience with these two incredible young
men. And then almost immediately, I felt proud of what our club does and why I
volunteer to help with our chapter's mission. This generation, and others, are our
future, and our hope that they will look after what we hold dear.



Riley Bogert from Fairplay, one of the CTU camp attendees that our chapter
sponsored, talked about his camp experiences at our September meeting.
(Photo: Rick Helmick)

Click here to enlarge

Click here to enlarge

SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT THANK YOU NOTES!

Kori Davis is a Salida native and a junior majoring in engineering at the Colorado
School of Mines. She enjoys rafting and is a competitive swimmer. Her goal is to
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become a project manager for an environmental firm specializing in hydrology
and water resources management

Grady Petit is the inaugural recipient of the Fred Rasmussen Memorial
Scholarship. He is a junior at Kansas University majoring in Environmental
Studies and also pursuing a commission in the US Army as a ROTC cadet.
Grady is a Salida native and an avid fisherman. 

RIVER SPEAK
FALL

 
Through the door framing wood and bricks

we head to our favorite place, every 28, 30, 31, 
to feed our waning fish fix.

 
Visual favorites is our belief, that leads
to instant relief as we tie on our picks.

With line on the four, catch a few,
then bank side, a few bites of your own.

 
Back in the seam to the water you know,
begin the noon day catching some more.

No need to keep score,
fishing is always the winner.

and a winner is always fishing.

M. H.

NEW STUDY REVEALS 6.35 MILLION ACRES OF WESTERN
STATE LANDS ARE LANDLOCKED



by Randall Williams, from T. Roosevelt Conservation Partnership

This week, onX and the Theodore Roosevelt Conservation Partnership revealed
the stunning results of a collaboration to quantify how many acres of state lands
across the West are entirely landlocked by private land and, therefore,
inaccessible to hunters, anglers, and other outdoor recreationists.

This is the anticipated follow-up to last year's study of federally managed public
lands, which showed that more than 9.52 million federal acres have no permanent
legal access because they are isolated by private lands.

The Findings on State Land

Using today's leading mapping technologies, more than 6.35 million acres of
state lands across 11 states in the American West were identified as landlocked
by private lands. The detailed findings are now available in a new report,
"Inaccessible State Lands in the West: The Extent of the Landlocked Problem
and the Tools to Fix It," which also unpacks how this problem is rooted in the
history of the region.

"Based on the success of last year's landlocked report, we decided to turn our
attention to the West's 49 million acres of state lands, which are important to
sportsmen and women just like national forests, refuges, and BLM lands," says
Joel Webster, Western lands director with the Theodore Roosevelt Conservation
Partnership. "State trust lands, parks, and wildlife management areas often
provide excellent hunting and fishing, yet 6.35 million acres of them are currently
landlocked and inaccessible to the public. Together with our previous findings, the
TRCP and onX have produced the most comprehensive picture of this access
challenge across the West."

[...]

Click here to continue reading...

SALIDA: RIVER WORK AND TROUT RESCUE:

http://www.trcp.org/2019/08/19/new-study-reveals-6-35-million-acres-western-state-lands-landlocked/
http://www.trcp.org/2019/08/19/new-study-reveals-6-35-million-acres-western-state-lands-landlocked/


An exciting river project is happening in Salida. The uppermost river park feature
is being rebuilt, which will make the wave friendlier for rafters going through and
for the kids surfing and boogie boarding.

As a new standard, this feature will include a fish ladder on river left -- a series of
6" high "steps" to let the fish migrate up the river.

The work started yesterday, and in the freshly somewhat-dewatered section our
TU chapter members spotted five trout! Some noodling and trout whispering was
involved, and all five trout (four browns and one rainbow) were moved to the
unrestricted river -- first revived in the current, and then released.



Click here to read the April 2019 draft of Wild & Scenic River Suitability
Report by the Royal Gorge Field Office.

COMMENTS ON DRAFT WILD & SCENIC RIVER
SUITABILITY REPORT

by Michael Fiebig, from American Rivers

[...]

GENERAL BACKGROUND AND RECOMMENDATIONS

The updated draft wild & scenic river suitability report provides helpful information
about area streams and stream corridors with potential for inclusion in the
National Wild and Scenic Rivers System.

Additional stream segments should be evaluated for suitability

As noted in the draft suitability report, stream segments under consideration are
those found eligible in the BLM’s Final Wild & Scenic River Eligibility Report,
December 2015—nineteen segments for a total of 111.6 miles.

Those wild & scenic eligibility findings neglected to include several streams that
fulfilled the concise and objective requirements of the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act
of 1968, as guided by BLM Manual 6400. That is, any stream, together with its
immediately adjacent land corridor that is free-flowing and contains at least one

https://eplanning.blm.gov/epl-front-office/projects/lup/39877/175086/212684/WSR_Suitability_Rept_RGFO---Draft_ECRMP_supplement.pdf
https://www.americanrivers.org


“outstandingly remarkable value” must be found wild & scenic-eligible.

All the streams considered in the BLM Draft Wild & Scenic River Eligibility
Report, June 2015 that are free-flowing and include at least one outstandingly
remarkable value should have been found eligible and thus carried forward for
suitability analysis. Of particular significance in this regard are the following
streams:

[...]

Read the full report to find recommendations on the following rivers and
creeks:

Arkansas River
Badger Creek
Beaver Creek
Cottonwood Creek
East Beaver Creek
East Fork Arkansas River
Eightmile Creek
Felch Creek
Fourmile Creek
Grape Creek
Little High Creek
Pass Creek
Red Creek
Texas Creek
West Beaver Creek

If you'd like to share a short note and some photos from a recent trip, please
submit them to our editor.submit them to our editor.  Anyone willing to contribute a column would be
appreciated.

EDITOR-PERMANENTLY-AD-HOC: Tom Palka. Members are encouraged to
contribute to this publication: fishing stories, experiences, or quotes. Send
questions or submissions by email to editor@collegiatepeakstu.orgeditor@collegiatepeakstu.org.
Editor's deadline is the 23rd of the month.
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