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UPCOMING EVENTS
September 9 - All day. Moonlight Monday - 10% of ALL sales that day are
donated back to us. Many members are meeting for dinner around 5:30pm.

September 11 -- 6pm. Member meeting, Poncha Springs city hall. Connor
Murphy will discuss fly fishing in Alaska.

Connor Murphy is a Ft. Collins native and has been an avid fly fisherman and trout
enthusiast for most of his life. Over the last 15 years, Connor has traveled the
country as an exhibition fly tier and had competed extensively in both fly fishing
and fly casting. Connor has been a familiar face around St. Peters Fly Shop in Ft.
Collins for much of the last decade, either in the shop, teaching classes or guiding
locally. Since his graduation from Colorado State University in 2017 with a
degree in Fisheries Biology, Connor has spent his summers as a guide for Dave
Duncan and Sons on the Kanektok River in Alaska. Connor also attended the
Colorado Trout Unlimited Conservation Camp.

Former CPC-TU President Steve Craig says that Connor’s presentation was
"perhaps the most entertaining presenter we've seen in 30 years of TU meeting
programs.” You won't want to miss this presentation.

September 15 -- 3-5pm, at Elevation Beer Company. Bring the family and join
the Collegiate Peaks Chapter for an afternoon of fun! Learn to tie a fly with the
folks from The Next Eddy, enjoy a cold one from Elevation, and learn more about
what's going on in the Arkansas watershed.

September 13, 20, 27, October 4 - 9am to 1pm. Salida sessions of Stream
Explorers. We'd especially like some volunteers to help with fly tying (Sep 27)
and fly casting and fishing (Oct 4). Please contact Keith Krebs at
keithkrebsarchitect@gmail.com for more info.

All our events can be also found on our online calendar.

https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/events/event/member-meeting-guadalupe-river-presentation
https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/stream-explorers
https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/calendar


MOONLIGHT MONDAY

Our chapter is running a fundraiser with Moonlight Pizza on September 9th. They
will kindly donate 10% of their entire sales that day to CPC-TU. We encourage
members and guests to come out for lunch or dinner, so please mark your
calendar and spread the word! Watch our newsletter for more on this fun event.
Let's all show up for a beverage and a great meal while supporting our chapter.

Some members are meeting up at 5:30pm, considering joining us at the few set-
aside tables.

Be sure to spread the word and invite your friends to join us!

ANNOUNCING FALL 2019 SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

Kori Davis is a Salida native and a junior majoring in engineering at the Colorado
School of Mines. She enjoys rafting, and is a competitive swimmer. Her goal is to
become a project manager for an environmental firm specializing in hydrology
and water resources management

Grady Petit is the inaugural recipient of the Fred Rasmussen Memorial
Scholarship. He is a junior at Kansas University majoring in Studies and also
pursuing a commission in the US Army as a ROTC cadet. Grady is a Salida
native, an avid fisherman. He was awarded a TU scholarship to attend 2018 TU
youth camp near Gunnison. He has worked with ArkAnglers, Boy Scouts, and
Lillards Fly Fishing Expeditions. We believe he is an excellent candidate for the
FRMS due to his interest in environmental issues and his dedication to teaching
youth about fishing and water quality.



Grady Petit

Kori Davis

BV DERBY COMMITTEE STILL SEEKS ORGANIZERS
Bob and Marjie Gray are looking for an individual or couple willing to team up with
them to help put on the BV Kids Fishing Derby.  This annual event partnerships
with the BV Optimist Club. The Derby is well organized and requires 4-5 hours
pre-planning and about 4 hours on event day. 



This volunteer opportunity is a great way to give back to your TU chapter and
community. Please contact marjiegray2fish@gmail.com.

FLYGALS DONATE TO FRED RASMUSSEN MEMORIAL
SCHOLARSHIP

Fred was a great friend to FlyGals. He led several fly tying clinics for us. In
memory, FlyGals have donated over $400 to the Fred Rasmussen Memorial
Scholarship. This photo shows FlyGals at a fly tying clinic in 2016 held at his
house. Pictured are Jenna Johnson-Nale, Liz Sutphin, Carol McIlvaine, Merna
Kerss, Kim Le Tourneau, Barbara Plake, and Fred Rasmussen.



Phantom: Because when you see it, you don't believe it. More of an illusion,
apparition to most, and in it, becomes a physical existence. It is real.
 
Canyon: Usually a long and narrow valley with towering walls, cliffs, often with a
stream or river flowing through it. In this case, the North Fork of the Cache la
Poudre River.
 
PHANTOM CANYON
 
By Michael Harrington

In the Laramie Foothills of high plains range land, insulated by a 14,000 acre
private ranch, part of the Cherokee Park Nature Conservancy, not far from the
Wyoming line. Not your typical hole in the ground.
 
Fishing, hiking, birding is by reservation/lottery. Six rods with a steward guide,
C&R, limited visits during the season. A bucket list want for me since 1984 when
the canyon was articled in the Denver Post and Rocky Mountain News. The NC
has preserved PC so it remains pristine. Photos taken in 1984 and mine are
almost identical. Some falling rock has altered the walls and ground, the river
deeper, wider. Just nature working.
 
July 20 of this year Steve Craig and I fished Phantom Canyon. 

When Steve joined the TU chapter in his new location, I asked if he would ask
around about PC. He found out how to obtain permission or if there was a way to
fish PC in a legal manner.

Yes. A trail maintenance program was coming up so we submitted our names for
the 1/4 day of work / 3/4 day fish March 4th. Months pass. Steve was beginning to
doubt the system of procedure, red tape, etc. then finally July 9 we were two of
eleven selected. Liability waiver signed online. (illness, accident, poison ivy,
drown, rattlesnake bites). We saw no slithers that day.
 
Two groups of 6 & 5 worked about three miles of trail, using tools of our choice.
Loppers, pruners, hand saws, weed eaters, shovels, flat rakes with tines, pick-



axes.
Add tools to our fishing gear, we began our downward trek, 900' (in 1/2 mile) of
steep switchbacks to the canyon floor. Hike about a mile before commencing
labor. Now is when one eye is on work at hand, the other on looking for slither.
Two miles of grooming the trail, lunch at noon or whenever, then suit up, rig up,
and fish the many nice pieces of water. 

CFS was m/l 120. 80's on top, 60's below, water 55 in the shade, 60 in the sun.
Weather was good.

Browns and Rainbows were plentiful and active. Many refusals, but some were
caught.

Our guide said there were large trout to 6 lbs. in the deeper pools. (don't they all
say that!) But I believe him. In this setting a fish could die of old age before ever
getting caught.

Not a lot of bugs in the air or water for matching. I chose #16 EHCaddis and had
looks, bumps, one on / off. Not productive for me.

Steve started out on top (briefly) with-see his writes. His takes we could see were
shooting up fast from the bottom. The misses were in the seams of a fast current
and set had to be perfect or they were gone. No second chances. The larger
fatter trout took the mop from a deep pool and zigzagged it's way up to his
release. I imagined it was thinking, "whaaat is happening? this has never
happened ever, ouch!"

We fished our way out to the meeting area at four, took a breather and water, for
our long climb out. A memorable day in every way. I think I was the oldest and last
one to the top. Hey, I was taking pictures!
 
Fauna seen throughout the year: Bighorn sheep, antelope, deer, lion, bear. 

Flora: This ancient canyon, deeper into the thicker part of the forest floor is a large
pine naturally protected by the canyon walls. It has been ring dated to 1575. Still
very healthy. Nomad stone tools have been found throughout the canyon.
 
This canyon educates. It told me just how out of shape I was and how old I really
am!

I made it. So did Steve. Five pounds left my frame. Bucket List has been served!



Leaving the highway for a three mile drive to visitors center.

Visitor center.



Be alert.

Work / fish group.



First view of P. C. followed by some pics going down to the floor of PC.

Click here to view more photos of this trip.

FISHING QUOTE
"[Angling] is tightly woven in a fabric of moral, social, and philosophical threads
which are not easily rent by the violent climate of our times."
 

A. J. McClane, "Song of the Angler" (1967)

https://photos.app.goo.gl/nFyRF83nrZeCSiii8


THOUSANDS OF CUTTHROAT RETURNED TO THE WILD
AFTER 2016 HAYDEN PASS FIRE

By John Meyer, from The Denver Post

State wildlife officials went to unusual lengths last week to preserve a rare sub-
species of cutthroat trout that was rescued from extinction when threatened by the
Hayden Pass wildfire, which burned more than 16,000 acres in the Sangre de
Cristo Range three summers ago.

An estimated 4,500 four-inch fingerlings were transported to the upper reaches of
Cottonwood Creek in water tanks borne by mules with mechanisms pumping
oxygen into the water. They are descendants of 158 cutthroat evacuated from
Hayden Creek before ash flows from the devastating fire made it uninhabitable
for them, which it still is three years later.

The 158 survivors were taken to a hatchery near Crested Butte where they
spawned the offscpring that were brought back into the wild on July 1 by officials
of Colorado Parks and Wildlife accompanied by 40 staff and volunteers from the
U.S. Forest Service and Trout Unlimited.

The trout rescued from Hayden Creek share genetic markers from fish collected
in 1889 at Twin Lakes near Leadville. CPW wants to restore them in several
steams of the Arkansas River basin to preserve the line.

"These genes don't exist anywhere else that we know of on the planet, that's
what's pretty special about them," said Bill Vogrin, a public information officer for
CPW. "We've never found them anywhere else, definitely (not) in Colorado and
presumably (not) anywhere else. We didn't know they existed until about 1996 in
Hayden Creek. The wildfire threatened their existence and we made that mad
dash behind the fire lines to rescue them.

[...]

Click here to continue reading...

https://theknow.denverpost.com/2019/07/08/cutthroat-fingerlings-hayden-pass-wildfire-cottonwood-creek/218721/
https://theknow.denverpost.com/2019/07/08/cutthroat-fingerlings-hayden-pass-wildfire-cottonwood-creek/218721/


FISH LADDERS AND BOAT CHUTES PART OF A MASSIVE
DAM REBUILD ON THE ARKANSAS RIVER

By Jason Blevins, from Colorado Sun

GRANITE — The Arkansas river both ambles and rages below Leadville, with
gold-medal fishing, Class II to Class V rapids hosting hundreds of thousands of
rafting trips and a vast, aging network of reservoirs and pipelines that water two of
the biggest — and thirstiest — cities in the state.

But just below the former riverside mining camp of Granite, where a dilapidated
dam built in 1964 has long blemished the Arkansas River's beauty, rebar jutted
from concrete blocks, preventing raft passage and spawning trout battled the
steep wall of blasted rocks to reach upstream pools. 

"Not a lot of thought went into recreation or fish when this dam was built," said
Ronald Sanchez, an engineer with Colorado Springs Utilities.

A lot of thought is going into fish and recreation now, as water managers in
Colorado Springs and Aurora join the Colorado Water Conservation Board, the
Pueblo Board of Water Works, Colorado Parks and Wildlife and the Arkansas
Headwaters Recreation Area in rebuilding the diversion that directs water to the
Front Range. The $9.1 million project will make the entire river from Leadville to
Cañon City navigable for rafts for the first time in at least 55 years. It's part of the
vast Colorado Springs- and Aurora-owned vast Homestake Project that brings
Arkansas River water from the Holy Cross Wilderness to the Front Range cities
through the Homestake, Turquoise and Twin Lakes reservoirs.

The cities started construction of the Arkansas River diversion in July 2018,
creating three distinct channels below a rebuilt intake that serves as a backup
water diversion to the Otero Pump station downstream of Twin Lakes Dam.
Before the Twin Lakes Dam was built in the late 1970s, the diversion was the
original intake that collected and directed water to the Otero Pump station for
delivery to Aurora and Colorado Springs.  

One channel is a fish ladder for spawning brown and rainbow trout. Another
channel is a spillway to accommodate flood-level flows like the ones that swelled
the Arkansas River this spring. And a third is a series of six drops allowing rafts
safe passage.

The project marks a new era of collaboration between the diverse interests on the
Arkansas River between Leadville and Cañon City, one of the most recreated
stretches of river in the U.S. 

[...]

Click here to continue reading...

RIVER SPEAK
TWO'S

 
Second cup at six with the sunrise.

Into view duns of blue
announcing the day's fishing menu.

https://coloradosun.com/2019/08/22/homestake-aurora-colorado-springs-arkansas-river-dam/
https://coloradosun.com/2019/08/22/homestake-aurora-colorado-springs-arkansas-river-dam/


GO!
Yourself the host, add a post and presto;

trout, taters, eggs, tomatoes on toast.
GO!

In interest of size they were #20 and #22's. 
Hope for a day of breeze, guiding 

flies to the water.
GO!

Trout will rise.
You'll be as busy as a River Otter!
Flies large, medium or SMALL,

September's trout will take them all!

 
M. H.

If you'd like to share a short note and some photos from a recent trip, please
submit them to our editor.submit them to our editor.  Anyone willing to contribute a column would be
appreciated.

EDITOR-PERMANENTLY-AD-HOC: Tom Palka. Members are encouraged to
contribute to this publication: fishing stories, experiences, or quotes. Send
questions or submissions by email to editor@collegiatepeakstu.orgeditor@collegiatepeakstu.org.
Editor's deadline is the 23rd of the month.
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