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UPCOMING EVENTS
 
May 8 - Member Meeting, Mt. Shavano Manor, Salida, 6:30 pm
 
PRE-PROGRAM - 6:30 pm. David Gilbert of BLM Fisheries in Cañon City will
be here to present a brief slide show on an upcoming erosion control and
stormwater management work project in collaboration with BLM and USFS.
This is exactly the type of project many members have expressed interest in
being a part of. Come see how we can help.
 
PROGRAM - 7:00 pm. CPW Aquatic Biologist Michael Atwood will discuss the
status and progress of the Arkansas River Rainbow Trout stocking program.
These are the rainbows from the Gunnison River that we have been "fin
clipping" for the last 3 years. Michael will also discuss the fishery impacts of the
Hayden Pass fire flood events.
 
May 20  - FlyGals Casting Clinic,   5-8 pm at Mt Ouray SWA, Salida
 
June 3 - FlyGals Fly Fishing Clinic   , 9am–3pm at Methodist Church, Salida
 

To register for the above FlyGals events, contact
Barbara Plake (bplake@unl.edu, 221-5196)

or Linda Schuckert (lbschuckert@msn.com, 221-4044).
 
June 12 - 6:00 pm. Board of Directors meeting, Sangre de Cristo Electric
Association meeting room, Buena Vista.
 
June 25 - 9 am to 4 pm. Veterans Fishing Event, Hayden Meadows Reservoir.
See note below for a request for donated flies.
 
All our events can be also found on our online calendar.

https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/calendar


FLIES FOR DISABLED VETERANS
 
At last year's veterans fishing event, our chapter gave each veteran a box with
2 dozen flies, which was greatly appreciated. All the vets were new to fly fishing
and were in the process accumulating their own gear. Angler's Covey provides
loaner gear such as rods and waders, but not flies. The Project Healing Waters
Fly Fishing chapter in Colorado Springs has a fly collection from which staff
can dole out loaners for that day. However, to be honest, most of us would have
a difficult time catching fish on those loaners at Hayden Meadows Reservoir
and nearby Arkansas River in late June. The flies that we provided caught all of
the fish that day and hopefully many more on future trips.
 
The plan for this year's event is to give each vet an even better selection of 2
dozen flies that are likely to catch fish. We are expecting to host 8-10 vets, so
we will need 16-20 dozen flies. The predominant fish-catchers at the reservoir
are Callabaetis emergers, cripples and duns in size 14-16 and Beetles, Ants,
Damsel Flies. Vets fishing the river will need dry flies like Elk Hair Caddis and
Parachute Adams, in sizes 14 and 16, PMDs and Sparkle Dun in size 16,
nymphs like BH Pheasant Tails and Caddis Pupa and Larva in sizes 14 and
16, Barr Emerger, midge pupa in size 16, etc. You can bring your donated flies
to the member meeting on May 8 or email Gene Milus (gmilus@uark.edu) to
arrange pickup.

COLLEGIATE PEAKS CHAPTER RECEIVES AWARDS
 
Hot off the presses - At last weekend's Colorado TU Rendezvous in
Glenwood Springs, our chapter won the Exemplary Youth Education Award!
Hooray for us! In addition, Keith Krebs and Barbara Plake both won
Outstanding Volunteer awards! Congratulation to Keith and Barbara and all
those that help out with our Youth Education programs.



NORM LASTOVICA
 
It is with a sad heart that we report the passing of Norm Lastovica. He was a
dedicated member of our chapter, serving on the board for many years as the
treasurer. 
 
If you had a project or activity, Norm would be there as a volunteer or
participant. He was eager to engage with kids, community events, and to get
down and dirty with restoration projects. He was a great fishing and hiking
companion. And, if you needed help in the kitchen carving up steaks for the
chapter picnic, Norm would be there. He always wore a fishing shirt, a friendly
smile, and an enviable head of white hair. The chapter will miss Norm's many
contributions, but just as much, we'll miss him!
 
You can find his obituary at the The Mountain Mail:
 
Norman Joe Lastovica, 83, of Howard died April 9, 2019, with family by his side
after battling metastatic prostate cancer.
 
The youngest of five children, he was born and raised in Omaha, Nebraska,.
 
A competitive gymnast, he graduated from Doane College, where he was a
collegiate athlete in basketball and track.
 
He later earned a master's degree in business administration at Northeastern
University.
 
After college, Norm entered the U.S. Navy and served in the active reserves for
20 years, including as the Boston-based commanding officer, Naval Control of
Shipping and Convoy Commodore Units, and as a technical inspector of
nuclear weapons, ultimately retiring with the rank of commander.
 
His varied professional career included work in the defense industry in program
administration and as director of operations administration (Sanders
Associates, Kollsman Instrument), managing an environmental education
center (Camp Union), maintenance and business manager at a private high
school (High Mowing School) and Tech Resources.

At Kerber Creek, 2010
With Larry Bussey at the 2006 Caddis
Festival

http://www.themountainmail.com/obituaries/article_0c057f38-5f83-11e9-a79c-6f4a51b95f65.html


At a youth education event, 2006
Fishing derby in Salida, 2007

With the willow planting crew at the
South Hayden Creek, 2007

With Vern Abbott, 2009

RIVER SPEAK
 

We fished well through April's sun and flurries,
along side a chilly blow.

Now we'll face May with her skirting runs.
High, low, off color, sometimes messy,

but not every day.
 

Are you after chaos, the loud, large forces
of movement? It's there for you,
along with soft rippled edges

giving safe haven to feeding trout
not aware of your position in their 

underwater wedges.
 

May is for mettle with a mix of ardor,
not labor.

 
MH

APRIL DELIVERS
 



Bob Gray, Larry Payne, Michael Harrington did justice to April's offering of
willing trout.

Larry using a BWO Parachute Adams
dry and Bead Head Prince Nymph
subsurface, netting six with same
amount no posers.

#18 Parachute Adams for Michael's
three days giving him six healthy
Browns landed, four not willing to
pose.

Bringing them to the net then back
home.
 

Bob's 16-18 BWO or Parachute
Adams rig was generous with five
visiting and five refusing.

FISHING QUOTE
 
"[...] the sporting qualities of a fish are dependent neither on it's size nor its
weight, but on the effort of concentration, the skill and mastery it demands from
the fisherman." 

Charles Ritz, A Fly Fisher's Life (1959)

IN STREAM FLOWS
 
By Keith Krebs and Daniel Omasta
 
The drought of 2018 was a tough one for Colorado – especially for rural
communities that battled catastrophic wildfire or watched irrigated fields go dry
and saw tourists leave as the rivers were closed and fires were banned.
 



While this winter has brought much needed relief to our watersheds, we cannot
forget how connected we are to the swings of any given water year.
 
The Arkansas River Valley is fortunate in its ability to develop collaborative
projects that improve our collective resources and defend against the hardships
of tough years like 2018. The Voluntary Flow Management Program (VFMP) in
place on the Arkansas River, for example, helps stabilize flows for healthier fish
populations, provides much needed water for the rafting seasons and continues
to meet the demands of irrigators and downstream decrees.
 
In 2018, the VFMP made a big impact for our local fishing guides and rafting
companies by providing flexibility and better timing of a very tight water budget.
While much of the rest of the state had closed its rivers and shops shut their
doors for the summer tourist season, the Arkansas River was able to remain
open.
 
The flow management program was a major reason that our valley was able to
stave off at least some of the economic and environmental sting of last year's
drought. A big reason that the program operated successfully is because water
managers, utilities, irrigators, recreational users, conservationists and
community leaders were able to find common ground and mutually beneficial
solutions.
 
This spring, the Colorado General Assembly can take the opportunity to learn
from our success in the Arkansas Valley and pass HB 19-1218 – the "Loaned
Water for In-stream Flows to Improve the Environment" Act. This bill will
expand opportunities for in-stream flow leases and the ability of water rights
owners and river communities to work together.
 
An "in-stream flow right" (ISF) is a water right that is held by the Colorado Water
Conservation Board and protects flows between specific points on a river, to
preserve or enhance the natural environment. These decrees go through a
similar process as consumptive rights and must prove that they will not injure a
downstream user or senior water right.
 
[...]
 
Click here to continue reading on our chapter's www site...

https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/in-stream-flows


A WAR IN YELLOWSTONE: PARK BIOLOGISTS
REPORTING SOME VICTORIES AGAINST LAKE
TROUT
 
By Jerry Painter, from the Post Register
 
The war is still being waged against lake trout in Yellowstone Lake, but
fisheries biologists are seeing new trends that offer optimism, and anglers
hunting cutthroat trout are seeing more and bigger fish.
 
During the 1990s or perhaps earlier, lake trout were introduced into
Yellowstone Lake illegally, and the invasive species had catastrophic effects on
the fishery. Yellowstone National Park's website on the subject illustrates the
point with what happened in one spawning tributary to the lake: "The number of
Yellowstone cutthroat trout spawning at Clear Creek peaked at more than
70,000 in 1978 and fell to 538 by 2007." That scenario was being repeated in
all of the tributaries to the lake — a population crash with extinction knocking at
the door. The voracious lake trout were eating cutthroat right out of the lake.
 
Todd Koel, Yellowstone National Park fisheries supervisor, said 24 years of
gillnetting operations are starting to turn the tide with a reduction of lake trout
numbers.
 
"We caught 400,000 (lake trout) in 2017 and a lot of those fish were small,"
Koel said. "So then in 2018 was the first year that in the netting boats we
caught 100,000 less fish than we did the year before. A 25 percent decline in
catch over one year's time from 2017 to 2018. Not because of lack of effort.
There was more effort, more net out there, more crews out there last year than
the year before."
 
Fewer lake trout is causing a rebound in cutthroat trout numbers in the system.
Diana Miller, a Jackson region Wyoming Game and Fish Department fisheries

https://www.postregister.com/news/local/a-war-in-yellowstone-park-biologists-reporting-some-victories-against/article_160ce189-6340-52bd-84a3-3be4d2bec0b2.html


biologist, and her father Dave Sweet, a Trout Unlimited volunteer, had heard
rumors that the cutthroat were returning. In the early summer of 2018, they
ventured into the remote Thorofare River region below the southeast corner of
the park during spawning season. The area is a major tributary of Yellowstone
Lake and once was a thriving spawning region before the cutthroat population
crash. They reported catching more than 100 fish.
 
"There were some beautiful Yellowstone cutthroat back up in that country,"
Miller said. "It was really just phenomenal. They were all really healthy big fish.
I think our average fish was probably 22-23 inches, something like that. Just
beautiful, big Yellowstone cutthroat."
 
Sweet said in the mid-2000s, outfitters quit taking anglers into the area because
the fish were gone.
 
"So our goal was really twofold. One was to have a good father-daughter trip
back into the Thorofare," he said. "We hadn't been together for 15 years. And
the second, of course, was to find out if the rumors were true, if those cutthroats
were returning into the Thorofare in significant numbers. Indeed we found them.
That was pretty exciting."
 
[...]
 
Click here to continue reading...

CONGRESS APPROVES COLORADO RIVER
DROUGHT PLAN
 
by Colorado Politics staff, from Colorado Politics
 

https://www.postregister.com/news/local/a-war-in-yellowstone-park-biologists-reporting-some-victories-against/article_160ce189-6340-52bd-84a3-3be4d2bec0b2.html
https://www.coloradopolitics.com/news/congress-approves-colorado-river-drought-plan/article_de194642-5a58-11e9-b44e-d7030c810ac3.html


A plan to address a shrinking supply of water on a river that serves 40 million
people in the West is headed to President Donald Trump.
 
The U.S. House and Senate approved the Colorado River drought contingency
plan on Monday.
 
Colorado along with Arizona, California, Nevada, New Mexico, Utah and
Wyoming spent years negotiating the drought plan. They aim to keep two key
reservoirs from falling so low they cannot deliver water or produce hydropower.
 
Mexico has promised to store water in Lake Mead on the Arizona-Nevada
border if the U.S. legislation is approved by April 22.
 
State water managers and federal officials have cited a prolonged drought,
climate change and increasing demand for the river's flows as reasons to cut
back on water usage. The agreement runs through 2026.
 
In the lower basin, Arizona and Nevada would keep water in Lake Mead when
it falls to certain levels. The cuts eventually would loop in California if Lake
Mead's level drops far enough.
 
The measure approved Monday reflects language proposed by the states but
also includes a section that says the implementation of the drought plan won't
be exempt from federal environmental laws.
 
The Imperial Irrigation District in California, which holds the largest entitlement
to Colorado River water, and environmental groups had raised concern about
draft language they took to mean federal laws like the National Environmental
Policy Act and the Endangered Species Act would be disregarded.
 
[...]
 
Click here to continue reading...

If you'd like to share a short note and some photos from a recent trip, please

submit them to our editor. Anyone willing to contribute a column would be
appreciated.

EDITOR-PERMANENTLY-AD-HOC: Tom Palka. Members are encouraged to

contribute to this publication: fishing stories, experiences, or quotes. Send

questions or submissions by email to editor@collegiatepeakstu.org. Editor's

deadline is the 23rd of the month.

 This is the e-Newsletter of Collegiate Peaks Chapter of the nation's leading coldwater

conservation organization -- Trout Unlimited.
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