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UPCOMING EVENTS
 
April 1 TRIVIA - Did you know that April Fools Day was named for all those
people that forget to get their new fishing license on time???
 
April 5 - Deadline extended! Last chance to submit applications to CPC-TU
for scholarship consideration to attend Colorado Trout Unlimited Youth
Conservation Camp June 8-15, 2019 at Silent Spring Resort in Almont, CO .
Read about the camp and download an application here. For scholarship
consideration, send your completed application by April 5 to Gene Milus at
gmilus@uark.edu.
 
April 7 – FlyGals 2019 kickoff meeting, Plake residence. Contact Barbara
Plake at bplake@unl.edu or Linda Schuckert at lbschuckert@msn.com.
 
April 10 – Board Meeting, Mt. Shavano Manor, Salida, 6:00 pm social time,
6:30 pm call to order.
 
April 26, 27, 28 – CTU Rendezvous in Glenwood Springs. Still time to register
for this great event at https://coloradotu.org/rendezvous
 
May 8 - Member Meeting, Mt. Shavano Manor, Salida, 6:30 pm
PROGRAM - CPW Aquatic Biologist Michael Atwood will discuss the status
and progress on the Gunnison River Rainbow stocking program. These are the
fish we have been "fin clipping" for the last 3 years. Michael will also discuss
the fishery impacts of the Hayden Pass fire flood events.
 
Stream Explorers Dates for 2019 - Volunteers needed!
 

Salida - April 26, May 3, May 10, and May 17. CPC-TU will lead fly tying
May 10 and fishing May 17. 

 
Buena Vista - May 30, May 31, June 3, and June 4. CPC-TU will lead
fly tying June 3 and fishing June 4.

 
Leadville - dates TBD

 

https://coloradotu.org/youthcamp
mailto:gmilus@uark.edu
mailto:bplake@unl.edu
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https://coloradotu.org/rendezvous/


To volunteer to help out with Stream Explorers, contact Keith Krebs at
keithkrebsarchitect@gmail.com or (719) 539-6359.
 
March Member Meeting Mishap!
Unfortunately, our scheduled speaker for the March Member Meeting was
unable to make the trip to BV due to the Bomb Cyclone. Thanks to Jim Impara
for stepping into the void to make a presentation. We have rescheduled Connor
Murphy's Alaska Fishing presentation for our September 11 Member Meeting.
Former CPC-TU member Steve Craig says Connor puts on the best program
Steve has seen in 30 years, so mark your calendars for this meeting!
 
All our events can be also found on our online calendar.

REMINDER - CADDIS FESTIVAL POSTPONED
We have postponed the 2019 Caddis Festival in lieu of a different, yet-to-be-
determined fundraising activity. Stay tuned for updates!

YOUR OPINION IS NEEDED!
 
Our chapter is trying to be more responsive to our members and improve our
effectiveness. Please take a couple of minutes to respond to just a few
questions. The survey has only 8 questions and shouldn't take longer than 2-3
minutes to complete.  
 

Click here to access the survey 

FISHING QUOTE
 
When you are next complaining about the selectivity of trout, bear the thought in
mind: were it not for this fortunate trait, how long would our stream fishing last?

Art Flick, "Art Flick's Streamside Guide" (1947)

One of the things we do with your money is provide scholarships for upper
class undergraduate students in Colorado studying aquatic biology, fisheries
biology, environmental ecology, or a related field. This spring semester, we
provided scholarship money to Stacy Wilson, a senior at Colorado Mesa
University in Grand Junction. She is pursuing a BS degree in Environmental
Science and Technology with a minor in Watershed Science. We received a
nice thank you note from Stacy:

mailto:keithkrebsarchitect@gmail.com
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YELLOWSTONE'S WILD TROUT
 
by Chris Hunt, from Hatch Magazine
 
When John Colter set out from Manuel's Fort at the mouth of the Big Horn River
in the fall of 1807 and wandered south and east into what is now Yellowstone
National Park, things were quite a bit different than they are today.
 
Colter, widely believed to be the first European-American to set foot in what is
now the park, first documented the thermal features outside the east boundary
of the park—an area that earned the nickname, "Colter's Hell." While historical
accounts of Colter's journey widely vary, he is largely credited for being the first
white man to visit. He was initially part of the Lewis and Clark Corps of
Discovery, whose travels to the Pacific are much-better documented.
 
Think back to what Yellowstone might have been like, to the country Colter
might have seen. No roads. Trails? Only those traveled infrequently by
American Indians in the region and the game they pursued (native peoples
have been using the park's unique resources for about 11,000 years). The
mighty Yellowstone River would have been an impassable torrent in most
places (or, by the time he got there—if he really did—it might have been frozen
under a foot of ice). Other great rivers, like the Snake, the Firehole, the Gibbon
and the Madison would have been truly wild, sporting only native fish … or no
fish at all.
 
Yellowstone Lake would have looked like an inland sea and access around its
shores, with the many hot pots and hot springs would have been intimidating, to
say the least. Other massive lakes, like Lewis and Shoshone in the western
side of the park, would have been equally challenging to navigate.
 

https://www.hatchmag.com/articles/yellowstones-wild-trout/7714782


And the fish in Yellowstone? All native. All wild. All exactly where they
belonged. Today, after generations of non-native fish management through the
1950s, the park's fisheries are quite a bit different than they were when Colter
would have wandered through the park. There were no rainbow trout. No brook
trout or lake trout. And no brown trout, either. In fact, the park's waters would
have been inhabited by just three native salmonids—cutthroat trout, Arctic
grayling and mountain whitefish.
 
[...]
 
Click here to continue reading...

RIVER SPEAK
 

Our trout are getting stronger
as the days become longer.

Leaders too, so the fish don't see you,
will bring them to your fly

under April's warming sky.
 

Try this month as one of ideas,
lines long or short, guiding your fly,

setting firm to the open mouth
of a gullible but hungry trout.

 
April is Dry Fly time

get out, get wet.
 

MH

Another thing we do with your money is provide support to the other
conservation organizations in the Arkansas River Valley. This year, we were
again a sponsor for the Wild and Scenic Film Festival put on by GARNA and
Central Colorado Conservancy. Our collaboration with these two organizations
benefits all of us in many ways. Here is a thank you note from GARNA for our
support for the Wild and Scenic Film Festival:

https://www.hatchmag.com/articles/yellowstones-wild-trout/7714782




DAM REMOVAL IN 2018 — ANOTHER SUCCESSFUL
YEAR OF FREEING RIVERS
 
by Jessie Thomas-Blate, from American Rivers
 
The reality of living in a world with a changing climate is real, and we must
ensure that we actively work towards making our rivers and communities more
resilient. Now is the time to revive our rivers and streams— the lifeblood of our
nation. The good news is that we are making progress.
 
It has been another successful year of busting dams and reconnecting rivers
and streams across America. Every year the dam removal movement continues
to grow stronger. In 2018, 82 dams in total were removed from across the
country. Communities in 18 states worked closely with various non-profit
organizations, local municipalities, state and federal agencies to remove these
dams and successfully reconnect more than 1,230 river miles.
 
Dams were removed in the following states: California, Connecticut, Georgia,
Illinois, Indiana, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, New
Hampshire, New Jersey, New York, North Carolina, Ohio, Oregon,
Pennsylvania, and Wisconsin.
 

https://www.americanrivers.org/2019/02/dam-removal-in-2018-another-successful-year-of-freeing-rivers/


In 2018, California had the highest number of removals, surpassing
Pennsylvania, the leading dam removal state for the past 15 years. The top
three states removing outdated dams in 2018 were:
 
California – 35 dams removed
Pennsylvania – 7 dams removed
Michigan – 7 dams removed
 
Over the years, the number of dam removal projects have continued to
increase, with most removals (1,355) occurring over the past 30 years.
Pennsylvania has the highest number of removal projects so far (337 total
recorded), while other states nationwide are also stepping up to the challenge
(this year’s leader, California, has 148 total removals, followed closely by
Michigan with 139). From 1912 through 2018, 1,578 dams have been removed
in the U.S. to restore fish passage and access to habitat, eliminate safety
hazards, and reduce future liability for owners and surrounding communities.
 
[...]
 
Click here to continue reading...

If you'd like to share a short note and some photos from a recent trip, please

submit them to our editor. Anyone willing to contribute a column would be
appreciated.

EDITOR-PERMANENTLY-AD-HOC: Tom Palka. Members are encouraged to

contribute to this publication: fishing stories, experiences, or quotes. Send

questions or submissions by email to editor@collegiatepeakstu.org. Editor's

deadline is the 23rd of the month.

 This is the e-Newsletter of Collegiate Peaks Chapter of the nation's leading coldwater

conservation organization -- Trout Unlimited.
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