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UPCOMING EVENTS
 
March 7 – CTU River Stewardship Gala in Denver. Register at coloradotu.org
 
March 8 – The Fork Not Taken program – Denver. Retrospective program on
how one of the biggest water projects in Colorado History was stopped in its
tracks. Register at: https://www.watereducationcolorado.org/fork-not-taken/
 
March 13 – Member Meeting – 6:30 pm social time, 7:00 meeting time, Sangre
de Cristo Electric Association meeting room 29780 N US 24, Buena Vista 
 
PROGRAM: Connor Murphy: “Fly Fishing the Chosen River: Western Alaska
and the Pacific Salmonid Ecosystem”
 
A Fort Collins native, Connor Murphy has been an avid fly fisherman and trout
enthusiast for most of his life. Over the last 15 years Connor has traveled the
country as an exhibition fly tier in addition to competing extensively in both fly
fishing and fly-casting. Connor was one of the next generation that attended
CTU’s Youth Conservation and Flyfishing Camp many years ago.
 
Connor has been a familiar face around St. Peters Fly Shop in Ft. Collins for
much of the last decade as well, either in shop, teaching classes or guiding
locally. Since his graduation from Colorado State University in 2017 with a
degree in Fisheries Biology, Connor has spent his summers as a guide for
Dave Duncan and Sons ltd. on the Kanektok River in Alaska. His talk will focus
on Alaska fishing.
 
Former CPC chapter member Steve Craig says this is one of the best
programs he has seen in 30 years, so don’t miss it!
 
April 7 – FlyGals 2019 kickoff meeting, Plake residence. Contact Barbara
Plake at bplake@unl.edu or Linda Schuckert at lbschuckert@msn.com.
 
April 10 – Board Meeting, Mt. Shavano Manor, Salida
 
April 26 – 28 – CTU Rendezvous in Glenwood Springs
 
All our events can be also found on our online calendar.

https://www.%20coloradotu.org/
https://www.watereducationcolorado.org/fork-not-taken/
https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/calendar


FIN CLIPPING
 
A hearty group of 11 fin clippers showed over for 3 days in February to help
CPW Aquatic Biologist Michael Atwood clip the adipose fin on 20,000
Gunnison River rainbows. See the excellent article below that appeared in the
February 22 Mountain Mail. We recorded a total of 125 volunteer hours over 3
days. Discounting travel time, we averaged about 170 fish per person per hour
or just over 1000 fish per person in a 6 hour day. Thanks to Pam Simpson,
Beverly McBrien, Rae Pedersen, Jerry Wright, Jim McGannon, Larry Payne,
Jim Thoreson, John Andrick, Keith Krebs, Gene Milus and Tom Arnot.



Members of the Collegiate Peaks Trout Unlimited chapter help remove the adipose fin
on Gunnison River rainbow trout on Tuesday. The fish have survived whirling disease so

the CPW is hoping they'll reproduce in the Arkansas River and stabilize the population.
Pictured from left are Jerry Wright, Tom Arnot and Rae Pedersen. Photo by Cody Olivas

WORK CONTINUES TO RESTORE
RAINBOW POPULATION
 
by Cody Olivas, from The Mountain Mail (February 22, 2019 edition)
 
The Colorado Parks and Wildlife is currently working to restore the population
of rainbow trout in the Arkansas River.
 
Rainbow trout around Colorado and the nation were devastated by whirling
disease in the 1990s.
 
Mike Atwood, Fish Biologist for Colorado Parks and Wildlife, said the disease
causes deformations in spinal development, making their backs crooked.
"When they try to swim, they literally swim in circles," Atwood said. "It makes it
hard for them to feed and it makes them susceptible to predation."
 
Some rainbow trout, however, have been resilient to the disease. In the East
Portal of the Gunnison River, an isolated stretch just upstream from the Black
Canyon, the rainbow trout encountered whirling disease and survived it.
 
"It was exposed and it took a population hit, but it didn't wipe them out," Atwood
said. "Some survived and the population sustained off those individuals."
 
Those are the rainbow trout the CPW is hoping can restore the population in
the Arkansas River to a level high enough that it won't have to keep stocking
them in the future.
 

https://www.themountainmail.com/


"The (Gunnison River rainbow trout) are our newest stab at that objective,"
Atwood said.
 
On Tuesday, Atwood and eight volunteers from the Collegiate Peaks chapter of
Trout Unlimited showed up at the Mount Ouray Fish Hatchery while it was only
3 degrees outside. The volunteers braved the frigid temperatures to clip the
adipose fin off about 20,000 of the fish, which were all about 3 inches long.
 
"Whirling disease wiped out the rainbows years ago," said chapter secretary
Tom Arnot. "I've caught a few rainbows in this river, but they don't reproduce
well. That's why we're out here on a chilly day. It's an effort to improve the
rainbow population."
 
By removing the adipose fin, CPW will able to differentiate the stocked fish from
the natural ones. "It's the least critical fin as far as actually moving in the water
and swimming," Atwood said. "They'll be fine. They can survive without that fin.'
 
To remove the fin, however, the volunteers had to dip their hands in cold water,
which also contained a sedative, over and over again while their scissors
occasionally froze shut.
 
"It wouldn't happen without their help," Atwood said. "They showed up when it
was 3 degrees this morning to stick their hands in water and sit on frozen chairs
to do this."
 
The fish will all be released in the Arkansas River just downstream from Salida
in March. Atwood also said they're developing a brood stock of the Gunnison
River rainbows so they have the ability to produce more eggs and have more
fish available to stock.
 
"We'd like to expand that from Buena Vista to Canon City to spread them out
and give them a good chance," Atwood said. "Currently in the Arkansas River
there's little to no rainbow reproduction. Our goal is to stabilize a self-sustained
rainbow population so we don't have to keep stocking there."
 
The success of the effort, however, is likely to take years to determine.
 
"This is year three of stocking these (Gunnison River rainbow trout) and it will
likely take a couple years before we can really gauge the success," Atwood
said. "They need to survive a few years before they can sexually reproduce."
 
Not this fall, but next fall, Atwood said they're hoping to see some signs of
natural production because the first stocked fish will be going on 4 years at that
time. Any newborn rainbow trout would be a good sign that the effort is working
since the affected fish are barely reproducing, Atwood said.

FISHING QUOTE
 
"Success begets confidence and confidence begets success ~~ and that fine
upward spiral is the best restorative of streamside sanity."
 

Howard Walden, Upstream and Down (1938)



CPC BELIEVES IN 2ND CHANCES!
 
CPC believes in 2nd chances and is offering for sale unsold items from the
2018 Caddis Festival & Banquet. Take this opportunity to “Make an Offer” and
support the Chapter’s programs and activities with your purchase of the
following:
 
1) Framed original artwork by Mary Lou Pentasuglio “Monotype” 1/1 Size 12” by
16” – Donated by Mary Lou Pentasuglio and valued at $150 - See photo above
 
2) Gift Certificate for a Feline Neuter – Donated by Mountain Shadows Animal
Hospital in Salida – Valued at $170 and valid through May 5, 2019
 
3) Gift Certificate for a Canine Spay - Donated by Mountain Shadows Animal
Hospital in Salida – Valued at $260 and valid through May 5, 2019
 
4) Women’s fishing shirt, Columbia UPF 30, Size XL (can be exchanged -
buyer pays shipping) Chartreuse – Donated by Char Bloom and valued at $119
– See photo above
 
5) Central Colorado Alpine Lakes Fishing & Hiking Guide – Donated by Tom
Parkes and valued at $15
 
6) Jonathan Paul Fitover Sunglasses with 100% UVA & UVB Protection, amber
lenses with case – Donated by Lund Eye Care Associates and valued at $60 –
see photo above
 
Contact Pam Simpson (after March 6th please) at pkssimpp@gmail.com or
719.395.7788 for additional information or to make an offer!  



CELEBRATE
 
By Keith Krebs
 
This year Collegiate Peaks Chapter of Trout Unlimited (CPC-TU) is joining
Colorado Trout Unlimited (CTU) in celebrating 50 years of protecting
Colorado’s coldwater fisheries. Founded in 1969, CTU is the state’s leading
non-profit, non-partisan organization providing a voice for Colorado’s rivers.
CPC-TU is a member chapter and celebrates being the oldest conservation
organization, founded in 1984, in the upper Arkansas River valley.
 
CTU leverages the power of its 11,000 members who contribute approximately
44,000 volunteer hours annually to restoration, education and other local
conservation projects, equivalent to the power of 22 full-time employees.
 
The vision is simple – by the next generation, CTU will ensure that robust
populations of native and wild coldwater fish once again thrive within their
original Colorado range so that our children can enjoy healthy fisheries in their
home waters.
 
CPC-TU works to conserve, protect and restore Colorado’s coldwater fisheries
and their watersheds. As one of the grassroots arms of CTU, we use
cooperation, collaboration, advocacy and education to promote conservation.

https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/SCC-BARN-STOR-SITEOVERALL-R4.jpg


Our popular and on-going annual program, Stream Explorers, is now provided
to middle school students in Salida, Buena Vista and Leadville.
 
We are celebrating the success of our collaborative partnership with Central
Colorado Conservancy (CCC), Greater Arkansas River Nature Association
(GARNA), Southwest Conservation Corps (SCC), Colorado Parks and Wildlife
(CPW) and Salida Parks, Open Space and Trails (SPOT).  
 
Our legacy project has come to be known as the Ecosystems Learning Center
(ELC) at a Salida site along the South Arkansas River on SCC property. The
late and legendary Fred Rasmussen conceptualized the project and CPC-TU
was instrumental in identifying a superb site, compiling a list of outstanding,
capable and committed collaborators and is helping to guide site development.
 
The purposes of ELC are to develop a local population of young citizens who
know, understand and appreciate the diversity, beauty and value of our native
river ecosystems; To restore the natural stream channel and adjacent riparian
areas; To improve stream flows thereby enhancing aquatic life; To create a
long-term site where local students learn to observe, measure, record and
understand aquatic and other ecosystems; To provide a location where
students develop and maintain a database over time; To provide a location
where local groups set-up studies of specific aquatic, terrestrial, amphibious,
avian and vegetative organisms.
 
We also want to celebrate a milepost of sorts. CCC has secured funding for
engineering analysis and design documents to restore the South Arkansas
River from the ELC site to the confluence with the main stem of the
Arkansas. CPC-TU provided significant dollars to meet the high level of
matching funds required.
 
To learn more about ELC and to find out how to support this project visit our
website at collegiatepeaksTU.org.

RIVER SPEAK
 

Oh, the weather can be frightful,
what we fishers call delightful.

But since we've got a place to go,
(THE RIVER)
let's have fun.

 
Catch a fish, let it go, 
catch another, let it go,
still one more, let it go.

 
You'll see them in April's sun.
But for now it's March already,

don'tcha know !
MH

https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/elc-donation


YELP: Volunteering Opportunities
 
GARNA published their spring calendar for Youth Educational Literacy
Program (YELP) activities with kids. Take a look and see how you can be
involved!
 
Note that our Stream Explorers is also in there!
 
Click here or the image above to see the full calendar

How Removing One Maine Dam 20 Years Ago
Changed Everything
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NJ0URJAD05r0dwQETeipXvRyuSvNoU58CeEHT2Neejo/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1NJ0URJAD05r0dwQETeipXvRyuSvNoU58CeEHT2Neejo/edit


by Tara Lohan, from Turning Points in The Revelator
 
More than 1,000 people lined the banks of the Kennebec River in Augusta,
Maine, on July 1, 1999. They were there to witness a rebirth.
 
The ringing of a bell signaled a backhoe on the opposite bank to dig into a
retaining wall. Water trickled, then gushed. The crowd erupted in cheers as the
Edwards Dam, which had stretched 900 feet across the river, was breached.
Soon the whole dam would be removed.
 
The Kennebec hadn’t run free here since 1837.
 
Those who advocated for the dam’s removal promised that devastated fisheries
would return, and the city of Augusta would benefit from new recreational
opportunities and a revitalization of the riverfront.
 
They were right. But it wasn’t just Augusta where change was felt.
 
The removal of Edwards Dam became a pivotal moment in the history of the
environmental movement and river restoration in the United States. It was the
first functioning hydroelectric dam to be removed — and the first time the
Federal Energy Regulatory Commission ever voted, against the wishes of a
dam owner, not to relicense a dam.
 
But most importantly the demolition signaled a shift in thinking about how we
balance environmental and economic interests — and that had a ripple effect.
 
“It was the first big dam that came out that demonstrated to the country that our
rivers had other values beyond industrial use,” says John Burrows, director of
New England Programs for the Atlantic Salmon Federation, which was a key
player in the dam-removal effort. “It helped folks recognize that our rivers, which
we’ve not taken good care of for several hundred years, could be a different
asset for communities. And for society.”
 
Killing a River
 
Building the Edwards Dam was never a popular idea. Even in the 1830s there
was concern that the robust fisheries of the lower Kennebec River would be
wiped out. But the cheerleaders of industrialism prevailed, and the dam was
built in 1837 to bring power to local mills.
 
The consequences were immediate.
 
The dam’s construction shut the door on the migration of nearly a dozen sea-
run fish species that used to swim up more than 40 miles from the Atlantic
Ocean in search of prime spawning habitat in the Kennebec and its tributaries.
 
[...]
 
Click here to continue reading...

If you'd like to share a short note and some photos from a recent trip, please

submit them to our editor. Anyone willing to contribute a column would be
appreciated.

https://therevelator.org/edwards-dam-removal/
https://therevelator.org/edwards-dam-removal/
mailto:editor@collegiatepeakstu.org


EDITOR-PERMANENTLY-AD-HOC: Tom Palka. Members are encouraged to

contribute to this publication: fishing stories, experiences, or quotes. Send

questions or submissions by email to editor@collegiatepeakstu.org. Editor's

deadline is the 23rd of the month.

 This is the e-Newsletter of Collegiate Peaks Chapter of the nation's leading coldwater

conservation organization -- Trout Unlimited.
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