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UPCOMING EVENTS
Fin Clipping
February 19-21, 2019
Mt Ouray nursing basin, CR 160, Salida
See details below

Board of Directors Meeting - NEW DATE & LOCATION
Wednesday, February 27, 2019
Mt. Shavano Manor, 525 W 16th St., Salida
6:00 Social time, 6:30 call to order

Colorado Trout Unlimited River Stewardship Gala
Thursday, March 7, 2019
Mile High Station, Denver
Click here to register for this event

Member Meeting
Wednesday, March 13, 2019
Sangre de Cristo Electric Association, 29780 N US 24, Buena Vista 
6:30 Social time, 7:00 call to order
PROGRAM: Connor Murphy, Alaska Fishing Presentation
Since his graduation from Colorado State University in 2017 with a degree in
Fisheries Biology, Connor has spent his summers as a guide for Dave Duncan
and Sons Ltd. on the Kanektok River in Alaska. 
His talk will focus on Alaska fishing.

Board of Directors Meeting
Wednesday, April 10, 2019
Mt. Shavano Manor, 525 W 16th St., Salida
6:00 Social time, 6:30 call to order

Member Meeting
Wednesday, May 8, 2019
Mt. Shavano Manor, 525 W 16th St., Salida
6:30 Social time, 7:00 meeting
PROGRAM: Michael Atwood, CPW Aquatic Biologist
Arkansas River Update - Hayden Fire fishery impacts
and status of Gunnison River rainbow stocking.

https://coloradotu.org/events-calendar/2019/3/save-the-date-river-stewardship-gala-2019
https://youtu.be/JhHfWp1EQEk


All our events can be also found on our online calendar.

FIN CLIPPING VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITYFIN CLIPPING VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY

CPW has asked for our help once again in preparing Gunnison River Rainbows
for stocking in the Arkansas River. Dates are Tuesday through Thursday,
February 19, 20 and 21 at the Mt Ouray nursing basin off CR160.

We will start at 8:00 am each day. If we get enough volunteers, we get done early
- it’s that simple. Even if you can only show up for one day or part of a day, it will
be helpful. Last year, the Denver Post showed up and we came away with some
really good regional press coverage.

Please contact Tom Arnot at tomthumb.co@gmail.com if you are interested in
helping out and I’ll keep you informed of the details.

SLIDESHOW
We put together a slideshow with some photos of Fred during various chapter
activities in the past few years. Click the photo above, or click here, to view it.

REMEMBERING FRED RASMUSSEN 1923-2019
By Keith Krebs

Outspoken, cantankerous, even irascible. These are words that may be used by

https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/calendar
mailto:tomthumb.co@gmail.com
https://youtu.be/JhHfWp1EQEk


some to describe Fred when they first met him or if they really didn't get to know
him. Caring, intelligent, kind committed, inspiring and entertaining are also words
used to describe Fred. To me, he was a mentor and a great friend.

Fred was a soldier, leader, educator, volunteer, parent and grandparent. He grew
up in the Depression in a society that was fragmented. Fred was born in Detroit,
Michigan, and his life was based mostly around a hard-working father who
couldn't find a job in a society where labor union people were beat up by goons.

Fred was 19 years old and working at Cadillac Motors building aircraft engines
before he went into the service during World War II. He had never been more than
150 miles from home and knew the United States was in a war against people
society said were not as good as we were. "All I knew was people told me I
should be a soldier," he said. "I had a choice: Be drafted or enlist, so I enlisted in
the Army Air Corps. I didn't want to march in mud with a rifle. I wanted to be a
pilot, although I didn't know what a pilot was. Most people, when I was a kid, had
never been in an airplane."

He learned to fly in Louisiana, but the Air Corps decided it didn't need more
pilots, so his class was broken up and he went to radio operator's school. Next he
I was sent to Yuma, Arizona, to learn to shoot machine guns out of the window of a
bomber. "I was going to be on the crew of a B-17 known as a Flying Fortress", he
said. "I knew I was going to go to Europe and fight, and I wasn't enjoying it."

"We weren't any heroes – none of us," said Fred , of his years in military service.
"We were a bunch of scared kids just doing what we were told to do."

The crew joined the 301st Bomb Group in Foggia, Italy, and in 1944 they started
bombing Germany. On the sixth bombing mission two of the four engines were
shot away and the plane couldn't maintain altitude. The pilot headed for Poland in
hopes of meeting Russian allies. "We came to a hill that we couldn't get over and
had to jump out," Fred said. "That was smarter than crashing with the plane, but
we were scared dumb kids."

In spite of that, the crew landed safely with only one injured soldier, Bernie, who
had a broken leg. After just a couple of weeks leave he was back flying. Four
missions later he got shot down again! They had to fly west through the Alps
where two Swiss fighter planes guided them until they crash landed in
Switzerland. There was a short stay in a Swiss mountain resort, where Fred
learned the difference between light and dark beer. About that time the war in
Europe was over. Next he was sent to a camp in France and eventually put on
boats to return to the States. By then the war against Japan was over. He was
honorably discharged with the rank of staff sergeant.

Back in Detroit, 3 years later but decades older in experience, Fred says he
doesn't know if he was any wiser, but he had the GI Bill, and a good percentage of
the returning soldiers went to school. Fred and his wife Jeanne were living in
Boulder when they bought 35 acres in Salida in 1978, building their house there in
1982. Fred was one of the founding members of Collegiate Peaks Chapter of
Trout Unlimited (CPC-TU) in 1984.

Eventually he ended up working on a team re-writing high school biology texts for
the National Science Foundation. That launched a distinguished career
developing science curricula and co- authoring textbooks that occupied the rest of
his life.

He lent those talents to Trout Unlimited and his community, helping to develop the



hands-on inquiry-based "Stream Explorers" curriculum that continues to be used
for youth education activities with his local Collegiate Peaks Chapter and with
others around Colorado. He conceptualized the CPC-TU project now known as
the Ecosystems Learning Center at a Salida site along the South Arkansas River.
As this effort proceeds he will be recognized for this legacy.

Fred's service to conservation and Trout Unlimited is extensive - from serving in a
variety of roles with his local chapter, to chairing Colorado Trout Unlimited, to
serving on the National Trout Unlimited Board of Trustees, to on-the-ground
restoration projects in South Park and the Arkansas basin, to leadership on vital
issues like the fights against Two Forks and whirling disease.

He was named conservator of the year in 2017 by Central Colorado
Conservancy. He served for many years on the Arkansas Headwaters Recreation
Area (AHRA) Citizens Task Force ensuring balanced access to the river for all
users including fishers. Fred was a superb fly-tier and tying instructor providing
instruction for beginning tiers and donating thousands of his flies to various
causes and charities over the years.

Perhaps his greatest mark, though, was with the many other TU leaders that he
helped mentor over the years who were able to carry his example forward in their
own efforts. He helped all of us keep sight of the fact that mission of Trout
Unlimited was Coldwater Conservation. His commitment and leadership were
recognized nationwide, as Fred was honored with lifetime achievement awards
from Colorado TU (the Hoagland Award), the Silver Trout Foundation (Silver Trout
Award), and National TU (the Mortensen Award).

Fred left an indelible mark. He will always personify that "Greatest Generation"
not simply because of his distinguished war service, but for the legacy he built
over the rich lifetime of community service that followed. Although he will be
missed, his example continues to inspire all of us. May he rest in well-earned
peace.

Keith Krebs
Past president

FISHING QUOTE
For Fred R.
Submitted by M.H.
 
"As we express our Gratitude, we must never forget that the Highest
Appreciation is not to utter words, but to live by them."
 

President John F. Kennedy

ONE OF MY FONDEST MEMORY WITH FRED
by Michael Harrington
 
Watching Fred tie flies, taking pictures of them for the newsletter, always led to
conversation about his skill and desire to share or fund them for the yearly
banquet.
 



I asked him after one of the fly tying events for his throwaway's. I told him I'd use
them as a cripple, casting them along the banks with larger boulders where I
could drag them off the boulder into the current under the surface and back to the
top, sometimes with a fish attached.  

He said I was working too hard. "Just put a nymph on, cast above the current and
let the nymph do the work, that way you save your arm for the beer you have in
your vest."

"Well Fred I don't nymph, I just offer a dry." Always respecting and with insight;

"You don't look one dimensional to me but if you are, you are shortchanging your
chances of catching fish. Learn to fish all the flies in all the water." I'm learning.
 
In our few times fishing together, I'd hear it in a friendly pleasant tone. "Want a
nymph," as he would be releasing another of a handful to my one. "Oh, and mine
are larger because they live on the bottom." So true. A year passes.

During that year when I'd see him at an event I let him know I was doing okay on
top. "Well, at least you drink good beer!" Followed maybe with a sympathy hug, or
one of his legendary pecks on the forehead and a whisper of "I tie a great bead
head."
 
One early August morning I get a phone call from Fred. "You busy - No - Come
over, I have something for you. Coffee's hot. See you in 20?"  Okay.
 
We have coffee, speak fish talk, stain our tongues politically, have more coffee
and Jeanne brings some still warm cookies from the oven to clean our
mouth's We go into Fred's office, and sit at his fly tying table.
 
"Tied some of the small flies you like to fish with." I'm looking at two boxes, fully
stocked, 300 count. Then a baggie bunch of cripples. Speechless, of course.

I asked Fred how much did I owe him for this treasure.

"Nothing."  "Nothing? why nothing?"  "Because I like you?"

Well, It just doesn't get any better that that !! Big Hugs, thank you X 10. 
 
You know that kind of fuzzy warm out of body feeling we get once in a while no
matter our age?  I had it then I got it now.  I'll always have it.
 
PS. He tied the best balanced dries ever. The fish love them. Me too.
 



LAST CAST, FIRST CAST 
by Tom Arnot

On Christmas morning while sitting in the hot tub enjoying a mild winter day, my
wonderful wife asked me if I was going fishing today. I hadn’t planned on it, but
now the possibility jumped to the forefront of my agenda for the day. “Really, you
won’t mind?” With no other obligations for the day, why not? We had some
breakfast, exchanged cards and stocking stuffers and I gathered my fishing gear.
 
I was fortunate to have won two fly boxes filled with Fred Rasmussen’s flies at
recent silent auctions. I marveled at how sparsely he tied his midge patterns. I
also marveled at how effective they were. A few days prior to Christmas, using
Fred’s midges as inspiration, I tied up some #18s with a green body and a red
head. I call them “Tom’s Xmas Midge”. My first day trying these out, I landed 10
fish on one of them… Wow, this is fun! Thanks for the inspiration, Fred!
 
There is nothing esoteric about fly-casting this time of year. Seldom does one
throw out a nice tight loop that looks anything like “A River Runs Through It”. With
a strike indicator and 2 or 3 heavy nymphs on the line, the technique is
affectionately known as “Chuck and Duck”. But after living in Alaska for over 30
years, I am very grateful to be able to fly fish on home waters 12 months of the
year.
 
Over a dozen fish made it to the net on Christmas Day. As the sun moved lower,
the air quickly chilled. Ice began forming on the rod guides. About time to call it a
day… Just a couple more casts… BAM! I felt a strong take from a nice sized fish.
After a minute or two playing tug-of-war in the current, I was rewarded with a
glimpse – a nice rainbow on my new midge! A few more minutes and the 17”
Christmas-colored prize was in the net. Yee-haw, done for the day – what a way
to close out the fishing for 2018!
 
Three weeks later, the weather and my ski schedule allowed for my first fishing
foray of 2019. I ambled down to the same “honey hole” I fished on Christmas Day.
Stripping line off the reel, I prepared for the first cast of the new year. Ready…
set… roll cast… (duck)… kersplunk…mend…BAM! A strong hit immediately after



I mended the line… The fish leapt out of the water - HOLY MOLY - another big
rainbow! In a few minutes, this big boy was in the net, nearly 18” in length. What a
way to start the year!
 
Two nice rainbows on back-to-back casts, spanning the old and new year. I could
get used to this…

RIVER SPEAK
For Fred R.

 
"The trout is still with me, as are my memories 

The future is somewhere between these
forces, but it lives in mystery.

 
The river records to trail behind or before me, 



and covers everything as it flows. 
 

This mountain and this river are old, yet as I
wade alone, they both appear

young and new to me."
 
                             

Daniel Rice 
The Unpeopled Season

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY:
CHAPTER PICNIC COORDINATOR NEEDED
 
Description: Collegiate Peaks Chapter holds a chapter member picnic typically
on a Saturday afternoon/evening in August or September. The chapter purchases
steaks for grilling and members provide a dish to share. Members also bring their
own beverages and table set up (plate, utensils, etc.) and chair. Depending on the
venue, participants may be able to fish.
 
Previous Venues: Recent locations have been the home of Dan and Laura Clegg
in Salida and Rob and Katie Ferris at Tumblecreek Ranch north of Buena Vista.
 
Responsibilities of Chapter Picnic Coordinator:
 

1. Identify venue
2. Coordinate with Board of Directors to identify who will purchase and

prepare steaks for grilling.
3. Prepare announcement about the chapter picnic for inclusion in the CPC

Newsletter and member email blast.
4. Contact Antero Septic (395-9209) to arrange to delivery at venue if needed.
5. Arrange to have grills, tables, and the canopy picked up from chapter

shed. Clean grills and arrange for all materials to be returned to shed
following event.

PERSPECTIVE
For Fred R.
Submitted by M.H.
 

I don't know who or what I am. Nor, do you.
I don't know where I am.
I don't know why I am.

Supposedly, the earth orbits the sun
at 67,000 miles per hour.

Maybe.
So, how fast is the solar system traveling

through the galaxy?
How fast is the galaxy speeding through the 

universe?
What is the universe?

Am I the universe? Are you?
What is time?

I'm curious.



Why does our civilization 
have no noble goals?

Why destroy the intricate ecosystems
that ensure our continued existence

on the only known planet in the universe
that harbors life?

 
Baffling.

 
I think I'll go fly fishing

 
Andrew W. Smith

Highlander Observation

If you'd like to share a short note and some photos from a recent trip, please
submit them to our editor.submit them to our editor.  Anyone willing to contribute a column would be
appreciated.

EDITOR-PERMANENTLY-AD-HOC: Tom Palka. Members are encouraged to
contribute to this publication: fishing stories, experiences, or quotes. Send
questions or submissions by email to editor@collegiatepeakstu.orgeditor@collegiatepeakstu.org.
Editor's deadline is the 23rd of the month.

 This is the e-Newsletter of Collegiate Peaks Chapter of the nat ion's leading This is the e-Newsletter of Collegiate Peaks Chapter of the nat ion's leading
coldwater conserv at ion organizat ion -- Trout Unlimited.coldwater conserv at ion organizat ion -- Trout Unlimited.

Contact Us | Board of Directors | Colorado TU website  | National TU website

 

mailto:editor@collegiatepeakstu.org
mailto:editor@collegiatepeakstu.org
mailto:collegiatePeaksTU@gmail.com
http://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/about/board-of-directors
http://www.coloradotu.org/
http://tu.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CollegiatePeaksAnglersTU/

