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NOVEMBER 2018 NEWSLETTER

Greetings!

November arrives today, along with the chapter's newsletter. We have some sad
news of the passing of two of our members, Larry Bussey and Lee Dragoon.

Also in this issue, Chris Wood's State of TU, report on our last fundraising event
with Salida Walking Tours, and a photo-report of fishing for Uncompaghre fall
browns.

Don't forget the annual Year-in-Review meeting and potluck -- details below.

On the conservation side, read about why we care about native trout, and about
the unique species of cutthroat discovered in the San Juan drainage.

UPCOMING EVENTS
November 10, 2018 (Saturday) - 4:30 - 8:00 pm, Annual Year-in-Review
Meeting and Potluck, Election of Officers and Board of Directors for
2019. More information below.

December 12, 2018 (Wednesday) - 6:00 pm, Board of Directors
meeting, Mt. Shavano Manor, Salida

All our events can be also found on our online calendar.

https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/calendar
https://vimeo.com/295835306


LARRY BUSSEY

Chapter member, Lauren ‘Larry’ Bussey, 85, passed away on October 15, 2018
at his home in Salida, Colorado.

Larry was a long time member of Trout Unlimited. Before joining the Collegiate
Peaks Chapter, he served as President of the San Luis Valley Chapter in
Alamosa and as a State Regional Vice President. He loved fishing, but his true
passion was conservation, rebuilding and revitalizing several Colorado streams
and rivers. Notable, among the many projects in which he was involved, were
restoration efforts on Kerber Creek and in the La Garita Wilderness. For many
years he represented Trout Unlimited on the Task Force for Recovering the Rio
Grande Cutthroat Trout.

After joining the Collegiate Peaks Chapter, Larry was and active leader and
participant, whether the activity was kids' fishing, willow planting, stream and
highway clean-ups, or board functions. He continued in a leadership role with the
restoration of Kerber Creek. Larry also served as Caddis Festival Banquet Chair
for several years. His easy style never lacked for confidence and knowledge. As
capable as he was being in charge, he was also happy to get behind a grill and
cook hot dogs for fishing derbies and Leadville’s Pathways to Fishing.

Larry received the Bruce Hoagland Award for Leadership in Conservation and an
Outstanding Volunteer award from Colorado Trout Unlimited. An exemplary
project award was also received for the work on Kerber Creek.

Even as the years caught up with him, Larry and wife Eileen would make efforts to
attend civic functions like the Caddis Festival Banquet, concerts, and League of
Women Voters events. In the week before his passing, he wanted to make sure
that some of his fishing gear could go to kids, to help our education efforts with a
generation of future conservationists. 



Larry will be missed by his many TU friends.

Click here to read the Mountain Mail obituary for information about the
memorial service.

Reddy Easement 2011, Bussey far right

Larry receiving Project Award for Kerber Creek

http://www.themountainmail.com/obituaries/article_e9afed16-d7a5-11e8-88e5-a3f6e8c8ee22.html


River Cleanup 2008 Bussey far right w Bob Chamberlain and Tom Thomas

2005 river cleanup. Bussey at front left, Dragoon in middle row 4th from left

LEE DRAGOON

Chapter member Lee Dragoon passed away October 15, 2018 at age 85.
 
In 1985, Lee was one of eight people who founded the Collegiate Peaks Anglers
Chapter of Trout Unlimited.
 
Bob Gray, fellow chapter co-founder, offered these recollections of Lee Dragoon:



 
Lee spent his post military career hanging around Denver flyshops when
flyfishing was still a novelty. He listened to the best and learned not only how to
flyfish but where all the hotspots were from Colorado to Montana. He was always
willing to share his knowledge. 
 
Lee was an excellent dry fly fisherman and tyer. He loved the Royal Wulff and
would have invented it if that other Lee hadn't got there first. 
 
Lee and Mary were always willing to share their beautiful Arkansas riverfront
property in Howard for chapter picnics.
 
Fred Rasmussen, another chapter co-founder, reflected on his experiences with
Lee:
 
Lee and I met when our TU chapter was just getting started. An Air Force retiree,
he built a house on the river in Howard and started a business, Lee's Carpet
and Tile. As a chapter member he was a tireless worker whether it was our first
stream projects on Pass Creek or Poncha Creek or collecting debris along
South Cottonwood Creek. He was almost always the hardest worker.
 
In the formative years of his business, he and a helper laid all of the tile on the
floor of what is now Murdoch's on Hwy. 50 in Salida. Also early on, he donated
tile and carpet jobs to our fund-raising events. Jeanne and I still have a
bathroom floor he tiled many years ago.
 
But I knew him best as traveling fishing buddy. Long before RV's, he had his
work van set up inside for an instant conversion to a GO FISHING vehicle. He
built a van-wide rack that hung from the interior roof that would hold up to 6 fully
strung fly rods ready for use at any time. Plus, it had two removable mats with
bedding which he could just throw on the floor. Tool racks on the van's interior
converted to food and beer holders.
 
Just after loading in the last case of beer, we would head for a river: the Platte
near Saratoga, the Green below Fontenelle Dam, the wider Henry's Fork or its
canyon, the North Platte below Gray Reef, the newly opened Big Horn or Buffalo
Ford down on the Yellowstone. Each trip was a rollicking, learning adventure,
usually to a site where we had never been. Lee was a loyal companion and a
superb fisherman from whom I learned constantly.
 
As time passed we grew apart, developing different paths and friends. But the
joy and caring that we shared for years will always be part of my life. Lee
Dragoon-my friend.

Click here to read the Mountain Mail obituary for information about the
memorial service.

http://www.themountainmail.com/obituaries/article_698bec70-d7a5-11e8-a85e-bf5ec348ff07.html


Lee with his wife Mary at the chapter picnic in 2012

CPA Founders at chapter's 25th anniversary in 2010.



Lee in front row, second from left.

Lee Dragoon serves Bob Gray at a chapter picnic



Lee Dragoon fishing

ANNUAL YEAR-IN-REVIEW MEETING, POTLUCK,
ELECTION

The annual Year-in-Review meeting will be held on Saturday, Nov 10, 2018 at
Granzella Hall, 450 Palmer Street, Salida.

4:30 – 5:30 pm: Social time and setup
5:30 – 6:30 pm: Dinner
6:30 – 7:30 pm: Program

The Chapter will provide BBQ Brisket and buns. Bring a side dish to share, along
with your own “indoor picnic” supplies – plates, utensils and whatever beverages
you prefer. There will be a slide show and recap of our year’s events, followed by
presentation of the FY2019 budget and election of officers and board members.

If you have any photographs to contribute for the annual slideshow, please email
the images to Tom at tpalka@gmail.com.

Candidate Slate – the following candidates are up for reelection to another term:



President: no candidate, position vacant
Vice President: no candidate, position vacant
Secretary: Tom Arnot, 1 year term
Treasurer: Jerry Wright, 1 year term
Board member: Larry Payne, 3 year term
Board member: Eric Heltzel, 3 year term

7 additional Board Members will continue in their current positions.

Any questions, contact Tom Arnot at: tomthumb.co@gmail.com.

Releasing a nice rainbow on the Green River (photo: Tom P)

NEW CHAPTER ACCOUNT NUMBER FOR CITY MARKET
COMMUNITY REWARDS PROGRAM

The Collegiate Peaks Chapter has been assigned a new account number for the
City Market Community Rewards program. The new account number is HM421.

If you have previously registered your City Market card in this rewards program,
no further action is needed on your part as our previous account number will
continue to be associated with CPC.

If you have not yet registered your card, look for the code HM421 when
registering your card.  

This City Market program is an easy way to earn funds for the Chapter with no
additional out-of-pocket cost to you and CPC earns funds every time you buy your
groceries at a City Market.

If you have any questions, please email
CityMarketCommunityRewards@citymarket.com or visit their website at
http://www.citymarketcommunityrewards.com



SALIDA WALKING TOURS FUNDRAISER UPDATE

by Rick Helmick

(photo courtesy of Mountain Mail by Cody Olivas)

Everyone who signed up for our Oct. 12 tours had a great time and learned a
lot. This photo was of the noon tour, and we had seven at the 10 am, so
unfortunately we didn't fully sell out. Jerry Wright said Rick and Auralea Carroll
were in their 10 am tour. Rick's family goes back three generations (his
grandfather was a conductor on the D&RG, his father was born in Salida in
1902). They found the tour very enlightening and full of information his family never
really talked about. Who knew Salida was truly a Wild West town back in the
1880's! Our present day downtown district had at least 7-8 hotels, and more
saloons than present day. Over 100 trains a day traveled to/through Salida, in the
late 1880's. Steve Chapman, owner of Salida Walking Tours, definitely did a ton
of research, and interviewed first hand many of our older residents about their
parents' and grandparents' life in Salida, in its frontier days. I think we all agreed
we were going to take another one of his tours. We have a group of ten for The
Darkside Tour, which we will do during Halloween week, and that should be a lot
of fun!



(Photo courtesy of Mountain Mail and Sam Klomhaus)

As you know, Steve donated all of his tour sales and gratuities to our local
chapter. Here I am receiving a check for $350, which was difficult getting in the
mailbox to Jerry Wright, our Treasurer! So if you see Steve walking around
downtown giving a tour, tell him "thanks" from CPC, or better yet, book a tour!

STATE OF TROUT UNLIMITED 2018

The annual State of Trout Unlimited presentation given by Chris Wood, president



and CEO of Trout Unlimited, in Redding, CA. Click here to watch.

(Karen Dils: I am submitting this article about native trout because I have long
questioned the emphasis on restoring natives, when we have brooks, browns, &
rainbows. This is from the Montana TU newsletter which I thought gave a good
explanation. This is pertinent to us as Colorado struggles with what to do with its
many strains of native trout and our chapter members have been involved in
stocking such trout.)

WHY DO WE CARE ABOUT NATIVE TROUT?

by David Brooks

"Spring" is the most common creek name west of the 100th Meridian. East of that
line, it's "Mill." Chances are, most of us have crossed, fished, or floated by a
Spring Creek. I've often walked to the source of the one nearest my home in
western Montana. Under deep Ponderosa shade, it seeps to the surface through
spongey mats of bright green moss. Slaking a thin riparian ribbon along the way,
it tumbles roughly five miles before joining Rattlesnake Creek not far upstream of
where MTU is helping our national TU partners remove a dam.

One benefit to this dam removal�will be to restore full passage to native
westslope cutthroat and bull trout, both of which have spawned in this system
since long before Spring or Rattlesnake Creek bore those names. Native Trout
restoration is critical to MTU's conservation mission, and the why is not always
obvious. When you start asking around and reading explanations for why we value
native trout in their native habitats someone reminds you of Aldo Leopold's oft
quoted mandate that "To keep every cog and wheel is the first precaution of
intelligent tinkering." There's a problem with that machine metaphor.

Equating a natural system to a machine overlooks the fact that one evolved, in
many cases without the human hand anywhere in sight, whereas the other is
wholly a product of that hand. The metaphor also implies that each part, its
relations to others, and the ultimate workings are fully understood. We understand
the mechanics of how the drag on a fly reel works.

https://vimeo.com/295835306


We are less certain about why�each organism in an ecosystem is important, but
research clearly makes a case for keeping native trout in their evolutionary
homes. Most of that research has focused on places where non-native trout
invade, if not replace native trout. Brook and lake trout provide two good
examples.

When brook trout are introduced�or move into western waters they out compete
the native trout on three fronts. Brook trout achieve a greater density and biomass
within streams than many trout native to the West, thus the non-natives simply
consume more of the available food. And, the food brook trout eat tends to be
mostly benthic insects; whereas a much higher percentage of a cutthroat's diet
comes from terrestrial bugs that land on the water. Finally, since brook trout
spawn in the fall, their fry hatch earlier and are ahead on the growth curve
compared to the spring- spawning cutthroat. All of these differences mean that
brook trout devour benthic insects, resulting in fewer aquatic organisms emerging
from the water. More brook trout than native cutthroat�in a system causes a
cascade of effects up the terrestrial food chain. Amphibians, spiders, and
songbirds, for example, suffer a diminished food source when brook trout invade
cutthroat streams.

Recent efforts to suppress non-native and highly invasive lake trout from
Yellowstone Lake illustrate this cascading effect that a change in native to non-
native trout populations unleashes. Lake trout are similar to brook trout in�the
ways they outcompete Yellowstone cutthroat. Lake trout also spend most of their
lives in deeper water than the natives. So when the former replace the latter,
piscivores from raptors to grizzlies fare poorly. Yellowstone National Park
biologists and partner researchers have seen�a rebound in Yellowstone
cutthroats, birds of prey and big bears around Yellowstone Lake soon after
innovative suppression of lake trout eggs began reducing the non-native
population. Although we don't know all the relationships, it's clear that protecting
and restoring natives helps maintain complexity and diversity.

Survivability and sensitivity are two other reasons to care for native trout. Because
native trout have adapted over centuries and millennia in specific environments,
they are, in many cases, more likely to survive the extremes of those places.
Having passed through the crucible of a specific system's cycles of drought, flood,
and wildfire a native trout species maybe hardier than non-native fish. Conversely,
native trout are often more sensitive to physical and chemical changes in their
natal waters. Thus, they perform the role of "canary in the coal mine." While being
able to survive and even thrive during and after wildfires, native Yellowstone
cutthroat and bull trout are highly sensitive to chemical pollutants and over-
sedimentation. They are indicators of stream health. If we pay attention, they are
an early warning sign of how we are treating our streams, rivers, and lakes. As
Thomas McGuane put it in The Longest Silence: "Whether it is the trout or the
angler who is more sensitized to the degeneration of habitat would be hard to
say, but probably it is the trout. At the first signs of deterioration, this otherwise
vigorous fish just politely quits, as if to say, 'If that's how you want it...'" Well, that's
not how we want it. The need that native trout have for clean, cold water should be
a mirror or reminder of our own needs for this vital resource.

Then there's the other reason. We should consider caring for native trout not
because we are intelligent tinkerers who know how it all works and what removing
one piece might do to the whole, but just the opposite. Keep them all because we
don't know. Much of our world, especially when it comes to the world of water is
yet unknown. There's still some mystery to places like the source of Spring Creek,
high enough on the mountainside that it's hard to find a weed�or a bubblegum



wrapper. In spite of having dubbed such places with all-too common names, we
have many reasons to continue fighting for their unique, native qualities.

FISHING QUOTE
"Traditional angling is a mindset.
So, have you set your mind?"
 
Fennel Hudson  Journal-No. 6

CUTT SLAM CHALLENGE OFFERS NEW
COMMEMORATIVE MEDALLION

CHEYENNE - If adding one's name to the small pool of anglers who have
completed the storied Wyoming Cutt Slam isn't enough, there are even more
rewards to lure trout-seekers to embark on the challenge. The Wyoming Council
of Trout Unlimited and the Wyoming Game and Fish Department are excited to
announce a medallion will now be provided to people who complete the Wyoming
Cutt Slam. The medallion accompanies a colored certificate and decal. 

The new medallions, produced and paid for by the Wyoming Council and state
chapters of Trout Unlimited, feature the work of Wyoming artist Bruce Speidel.
The image is a painting of a Yellowstone cutthroat Speidel created for the
Wyoming Conservation Stamp Competition called "Yellowstone Originals" and is
displayed on the front of the medallion. The medallion also recognizes former
Game and Fish regional fisheries supervisor Ron Remmick as the "Father of the
Slam". 

Click here to continue reading and to see full program information...

PA-CO-CHU-PUK LATE FALL TRIP

A few chapter members got together for to camp and fish for fall browns at the
Pa-Co-Chu-Puk campground south of Montrose. The weather was cold, with
some days being in single digits. The Uncompaghre river was very low,

https://wgfd.wyo.gov/News/Cutt-Slam-challenge-offers-new-commemorative-medal


concentrating most of the fish in the deep holes behind man-made in-stream
structures. The fishing was fairly technical, but the fish moved out into the
shallower riffles in the afternoons. We saw nice mayfly hatches in the afternoons.







RIVER SPEAK
"Winters fishing break"

 
Let us assume that entertainment is the sole 
end of reading; even so I think you would hold
that no mental employment is so broadening 
to the sympathies or so enlightening to the 

understanding. Other pursuits belong not to all
times, all ages, all conditions; but this gives 
stimulus to our youth and diversion to our old

age; this adds a charm to success, and offers a 
haven of consolation to failure. Through the 

night-watchers, on all our journeyings, and in 
our hours of ease, it is our unfailing companion.

 
                    CICERO (106 - 43 BC)



ONE FISH, TWO FISH

From Durango Herald

You don't have to be an avid angler or an aquatic biologist to be excited by the
announcement from Colorado Parks and Wildlife that a unique species of
cutthroat trout – native to the San Juan River drainage and long presumed extinct
– has been rediscovered.

The San Juan cutthroat is one of many cutthroats native to Colorado but isolated
over eons by changes to their waterways wrought by geology and glaciers.

Each major river basin in the state developed a unique subspecies, including the
Greenback cutthroat of the Platte River drainage, the Rio Grande cutthroat and
the Colorado River cutthroat.

The Yellowfin cutthroat, native to the Arkansas River drainage, is now believed to
be extinct.

But so was the rediscovered San Juan cutthroat, positively identified through
genetic testing and comparison with a pair of fish collected from the San Juan
near Pagosa Springs in 1874 and preserved at the Smithsonian in Washington,
D.C.

Most closely related to the Colorado River cutthroat, the San Juan trout is
evidence, said Trout Unlimited's Southwest Public Lands Coordinator Garrett
Hanks, that the San Juan River was once composed of cold-water fish habitat for
its full 380-mile length to its confluence with the Colorado.

"The San Juan cutthroat may once have occupied the entirety of the San Juan

https://durangoherald.com/articles/242192-one-fish-two-fish


Basin – from the creeks above Silverton to the stretch known as the 'quality water'
in New Mexico," Hanks said.

"We (may) never know their historic extent, but we are now responsible for their
future existence."

Wisely, Colorado Parks and Wildlife is not disclosing just where the remnant
populations of San Juan cutthroats are located.

Some of the fish have also been moved to the Durango hatchery in hopes of
developing a brood stock that can be used to re-establish the fish into more
areas of its original range.

The tale of the San Juan trout echoes the rediscovery of another of the West's
iconic cutthroat subspecies, the Lahontan cutthroat of Nevada.

Click here to continue reading...

If you'd like to share a short note and some photos from a recent trip, please
submit them to our editor.submit them to our editor.  Anyone willing to contribute a column would be
appreciated.

EDITOR-PERMANENTLY-AD-HOC: Tom Palka. Members are encouraged to
contribute to this publication: fishing stories, experiences, or quotes. Send
questions or submissions by email to editor@collegiatepeakstu.orgeditor@collegiatepeakstu.org.
Editor's deadline is the 23rd of the month.
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