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UPCOMING EVENTS
Jun 6 (Wed) 6:00pm – Board of directors meeting, Sangre de Cristo
Electric Assn, Buena Vista

EXEMPLARY CHAPTER AWARD

Our chapter was awarded the Exemplary Chapter award at this year's Colorado
TU Rendezvous! The chapter is for our strong community-based partnerships
promoting youth education and trout conservation in the Arkansas basin.

Read more about it on the new Colorado TU website...

https://coloradotu.org/blog/2018/5/ctu-awards-rendezvous


THANK-YOU LETTER FROM AMY HARMON

Amy is one of our scholarship recipients. She just graduated -- congratulations
and best wishes! She sent us a very nice thank-you letter:

I just finished-up with my last final and turned-in my last assignment this
morning, which feels amazing! The first thing I did was go back through the last
4.5 years of my account history at Western to look back at all of the grants and
scholarships which have made this journey possible. The list takes-up almost 3
pages! Consistently, every semester over 4 years, the Collegiate Peaks
Chapter of Trout Unlimited Scholarship has been there - holding me steady
and supporting me throughout - I am so incredibly grateful!

I have expressed to you and the scholarship committee many times just how
much this scholarship has meant to me, and how much I appreciate the Caddis
Festival invitations and the opportunity to get to meet some of you. My entire
experience with CPC-TU has been such a blessing!

The final grades have yet to be calculated, but I will be graduating Magna Cum
Laude tomorrow, thanks to the CPC-TU Scholarship. Every year I've tried to
update the scholarship committee with my accomplishments over the past year,
and this year there are two which particularly stand-out. The first is that all of the
aquatic macro-invertebrate collecting I've done for the Grand Canyon
Monitoring & Research Center (along with many other collectors & scientists)
has led to a great success... Starting this month, Glen Canyon Dam will be
releasing weekly 'bug flows' to reduce the extent of hydro-peaking for 48 hours
each week, and hopefully allow an opportunity for more aquatic macro-
invertebrates to complete their life-cycles along the Colorado River in Grand
Canyon... one small win for healthy rivers! The second accomplishment I'm
most excited about is establishing a small scholarship for Western's Biological
Honor Society students through the Western Foundation. This small
scholarship will rely on club funds through fundraising, as well as donations. I'm
excited to have this way to give back a little bit to the school and the
organizations which have helped me thrive here.

I'm also hopeful that I'll have an opportunity to give back to CPC-TU at some
point, whether through an item donation for the Caddis Festival auction or some
other means. I hope that you will keep in touch and keep me updated with
Collegiate Peaks Chapter events so that I can find the opportunity to give back
to you!

SPRING 2018 CHAPTER TRIP

The chapter had a successful trip to Ridgeway and fished the Uncompahgre
river. A few photos below, click here for more photos.

https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/may-2018-chapter-trip
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RIVER SPEAK
RUNOFF

Anemic looking, tasteless appearance,
fast moving.

If it was food in your glass or on your
plate, UGH, it would be rank.

But the fish like the variety of food, 
bank to bank. 

They are feeding in every zone but you
can't see or hear them. Don't fret, you're

not alone.

Sink that nymph, let it ride into the wave. 
Skate the dry, it might just save your fishing day.

Or be ready when you cast into the eddy. 

They are everywhere.

M H  
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BUENA VISTA KIDS WADE INTO CONSERVATION
WITH TROUT UNLIMITED



by Jerry Wright

On Tuesday, May 22, 2018, volunteers from Collegiate Peaks Chapter, Trout
Unlimited joined volunteers from the Greater Arkansas River Nature Association,
Colorado Parks and Wildlife and Buena Vista McGinnis Middle School staff at
the Buena Vista Youth Conservation Camp in the upper meadow of the Four Mile
Creek area.

The day started out bright and sunny, but clouds gathered over Buffalo Peaks in
the afternoon, and middle school students were sent scrambling in the late
afternoon thunderstorms.

Sixth graders spent the day rotating through multiple stations learning about
various conservation issues including water quality. Students put on waders to
collect river insects from the creek using stream seines and kicking over rocks.
Bugs were collected in buckets then brought back to the insect-identification
station. Types of insects were identified using magnifying lenses and then were
correlated with the water quality of Four Mile Creek.

Other stations included stream sampling for temperature, ph acidity level and
dissolved oxygen. During the course of the day, over 80 sixth graders rotated
through the water quality station staffed by TU volunteers Eric Heizel, Jim Impara,
Keith Krebs and Jerry Wright.

The kids were surprised by the number of insects they collected in a small stretch
of the creek and fascinated by the variety of aquatic life including Stonefly
nymphs, Mayfly nymphs, Dobsonfly nymphs, Cranefly larvae and aquatic worms
and beetles.

The goal of the day was to educate young people on the value and importance of
clean water in the watersheds within the Arkansas Valley. Concepts of stream
conservation, protection and restoration were introduced.

Click here to see more photos...

https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/buena-vista-kids-wade-into-conservation-with-trout-unlimited




(photos: Emily Henderson)

STREAM EXPLORERS 2018 - SALIDA

Together with GARNA we held four sessions of Stream Explorers in Salida. We
had a dozen students, mostly 5th graders. Third session involved tying flies and
some initial casting lessons, and for the last session we went to fish at Bovee
Ponds. Although it was pretty slow to start, eventually quite a few students caught
fish on their own flies.

Buena Vista sessions will be starting in June. Please contact Keith Krebs
(keithkrebsarchitect@gmail.com) if you'd be interested in participating.

FISHING QUOTE
"The true angler can welcome even a low river, a dry year, and learn of it, and
be better for it, in mind and in spirit."

G. M. Wemyss



KEEPING BRISTOL BAY, AK ‘SALMON COUNTRY’

By Jenny Weiss, via Medium

Thirty years ago, a vast, low-grade deposit of gold and copper was found in the
hills of a water-rich saddle within the remote region in southwest Alaska, at the
headwaters of two of the eight major rivers that flow into Bristol Bay. The same
year of the discovery, a little over four thousand miles away, I’d just been born.

The region sustains world-class sport fishing and hunting opportunity, and an
Indigenous subsistence culture that has thrived for millennia. The bay itself is a
famous commercial fishery that supplies over half the world’s sockeye salmon.
Pebble mine backers are asking us to trade the gold in the hills for the salmon in
the rivers. Thousands of Alaskans and a million Americans have spoken up in
response, and have resoundingly and repeatedly said, “no way.” Yet the company
presses on.

Over the past two weeks, I watched from afar as residents of rural villages dotting
the region have packed tiny community centers and school gyms to tell the Army
Corps of Engineers, the agency in charge of reviewing one of Pebble’s most
critical permits, their concerns about the proposed Pebble Mine. Seated in mish-
mashed accumulations of folding chairs, Native Elders stood and spoke about
how the mine would impact their clean water and traditional fishing and
subsistence hunting and gathering practices that have been passed down for
generations. It was sometimes hard to discern their testimony through thick Yup’ik
accents, grainy cell phone videos due to poor connection, or tears. Commercial
fishermen feared that any impacts would destroy the fishery and thus, their
livelihoods and the trade they planned to pass onto their children. They were
visibly frustrated — after dozens of hearings and meetings, why’d they have to say
this all over again?

[...]

https://medium.com/@jennyweis.TUAK/keeping-bristol-bay-ak-salmon-country-584d83d04222


Click here to continue reading...

EARLIER RUNOFF, LESS SNOW: MONTANA STATE
PROFESSOR WARNS OF CLIMATE CHANGE'S EFFECTS
ON RECREATION

By BRETT FRENCH, from Billings Gazette

Mild-mannered Cathy Whitlock is blunt when she talks about climate change in
Montana.

“Spoiler alert,” she said. “The climate is getting warmer, and we’re going to have
to deal with it.”

Whitlock is in a position to know. As a professor at the Department of Earth
Sciences at Montana State University she’s spent decades analyzing mud core
samples drilled from lakes around the world to examine climate and fire going
back thousands of years. She also recently co-wrote the 2017 “Montana Climate
Assessment” report, which can be found online at montanaclimate.org.

What the assessment revealed is that the climate is continuing to get a little
warmer and a little wetter: the temperature is warming by about .3 degrees per
decade, and moisture is increasing by about .19 inches every 10 years.

That may not sound like a big change, but consider this: 2016 was 99.4 percent
warmer than any time in the past 11,000 years — that’s way back when the last
ice age ended. “Since the Industrial Revolution, global climate has changed faster
than at any other time in Earth’s history,” the report noted.

“So we’re in uncharted territory here,” Whitlock said.

Skiers, snowboarders and snowmobilers take note: If the trend continues,

https://medium.com/@jennyweis.TUAK/keeping-bristol-bay-ak-salmon-country-584d83d04222
http://billingsgazette.com/lifestyles/recreation/earlier-runoff-less-snow-montana-state-professor-warns-of-climate/article_eb46e0c8-acf7-5571-8afb-441522d628cc.html


Whitlock said Montana could see a 20 to 60 percent decrease in snowpack.
Temperatures would be warmer year-round, meaning less snow and more rain.

[...]

Click here to continue reading...

If you'd like to share a short note and some photos from a recent trip, please
submit them to our editor.submit them to our editor.  Anyone willing to contribute a column would be
appreciated.

EDITOR-PERMANENTLY-AD-HOC: Tom Palka. Members are encouraged to
contribute to this publication: fishing stories, experiences, or quotes. Send
questions or submissions by email to editor@collegiatepeakstu.orgeditor@collegiatepeakstu.org.
Editor's deadline is the 23rd of the month.
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