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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR
This has been a busy month, chapter members have been busy with clipping fish
fins, meetings, progressing with Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing event. If you'd
like to get involved, there is a training meeting for volunteers later in the month --
see the Upcoming Events for more information.

On Tuesday afternoon there was a nice midge hatch in Salida. Fish were rising
all over -- but fish were taking flies in all levels of the column. This brown trout

showed interest in a #18 wet fly, but pheasant tail nymphs, Griffith Gnats, midge
larva patterns all worked too. Photo Tom P.

UPCOMING EVENTS
March 8: CTU Gala, Denver – Our chapter has a table reserved for 10. At



last report, 3 seats were still available at $50 (half price). Contact Keith
Krebs if interested in attending (719-539-6359).

March 14, 6:30 pm: Member meeting, Sangre de Cristo Electric Meeting
Room, Buena Vista. Our new local CPW fish biologist, Michael Atwood,
will tell us about himself and give a presentation on the latest happenings
with the Arkansas River fishery. Join us at the Sangre de Cristo Electric
Association meeting room at 29780 N US 24 in Buena Vista at 6:30 pm for
social time. The program will start at 7:00 pm. You may bring your own food
and beverages.

 
March 15, 12 noon: Banquet Committee meeting, Mt. Shavano Manor,
Salida

March 31, 10:30am - 2:30pm: PHWFF Training session, Colorado Springs

You can always find our up-to-date calendar on our web site's Calendar page.

FLY TYERS UNITE!
Soulcraft Brewing has contacted our chapter and offered to host a fly-tying event
on a weeknight. They will provide the facility and promotion of the event, we
provide the materials and expertise. This could turn into a regular event if we have
enough interest. We need someone who is willing to take the lead on this and
follow up with Soulcraft to schedule the event. If interested, please contact Tom
Arnot for details at tomthumb.co@gmail.com.

http://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/calendar
mailto:tomthumb.co@gmail.com


POPCORN FOR MT. SHAVANO MANOR FROM CPC-TU
 
Did you see the front-page photo in the Friday, February 23 Mountain Mail? Our
chapter contributed $500 towards the purchase of that brand-new popcorn
machine for Mt. Shavano Manor. We even got some recognition in the photo
caption. We have been holding meetings at Mt. Shavano Manor for many years
and they have been very generous - allowing us to use the facility for free. So when
they asked for some financial help towards a popcorn machine for the community
room, we couldn’t say no. At last weeks board meeting, the CPC Board of
Directors were able to perform some quality control testing on the popcorn and
unanimously declared it delicious…



FIN CLIPPING EVENT
 
A group of volunteers from the Collegiate Peaks Chapter spent a few days last
week helping our local CPW biologist, Michael Atwood, clip fins on 20,000 juvenile
Gunnison River rainbow trout. The weather was a bit chilly, but we were able to
open the big door and work in the sun most of the time, so that helped. You might
ask why we chose to do this during one of the colder weeks of the winter. Two
reasons; Firstly, the fish need to be stocked in the Arkansas River near Salida in
late March. This will give them a chance to get established before runoff. Secondly,
ANYONE can do it during the warmth of the summer! It takes a special group of
obsessively dedicated goofballs to pull this off in the middle of the winter!
 
This is expected to be an annual event for a few years as CPW looks for a strain
of fish that will be able to reproduce in the wild. The long-term goal is to establish a
healthy, self-sustaining population of rainbow trout in the Arkansas River without the
need for supplemental stocking. CPW will perform fish surveys over the years to
check on the survival rates of the fish we clipped.



 
As an added bonus, reporters and photographers were on-site from the Denver
Post at the request of CPW. They are working on a story and online video feature
about the hatchery activities and interviewed CPW personnel as well as the
volunteer fin clippers. We will keep tabs on the production schedule and spread
the word when the article is published. No doubt, fame and fortune is just around
the corner…
 
We received a nice thank you note from CPW’s Michael Atwood for helping with
this project. He noted that without our help, this project would not be successful.
Hooray for CPC Volunteers! Big thanks to all who were able to help.

A "THANK YOU" NOTE FROM MICHAEL ATWOOD

Hopefully you have all had time to thaw out your fingers and toes, and recover
from hunching over for 2-4 days.

I can not thank you enough for you taking the time and effort to come down and
help with this important effort. Tagging 20,000 fish, without a doubt, would never
be possible without all of your hard work.

Because of your volunteer time, I will now be able to be able to identify the
Gunnison River rainbows (GRR) when I electrofish the river. Hopefully in 3-4
years, we will begin to see some natural reproduction in the Arkansas River. I
hope that our efforts get us closer to the goal of having self-sustained rainbow
and brown trout populations in the river, without the need for supplemental
stocking.

I look forward to seeing you all again in a few weeks at the TU Chapter meeting
in BV.

If I failed to include anyone in this email who helped last week, please forward
this along to them.



Thanks again!

Michael Atwood
Aquatic Biologist
S.E. Region Aquatics, Upper Arkansas Basin

RIVER CONSERVATION AND
FLY FISHING YOUTH CAMP SCHOLARSHIPS
 
We are once again providing scholarships for up to 4 youths to attend the
Colorado Trout Unlimited River Conservation and Fly Fishing Youth Camp. The
camp will be held June 10-16 at the Silent Springs Resort in Gunnison.
Scholarships are available to Arkansas Valley youth, ages 14-18.
 
Campers will participate in fly tying, fly-casting, ecology, stream entomology,
conservation, habitat restoration, and many other topics. Instructors include faculty
from various environmental fields and state agencies such as the Colorado
Division of Wildlife, Department of Environmental Protection, National Forest
Service, and Trout Unlimited.
 
Applications and additional information are available at
http://coloradotu.org/youthcamp/. If interested in being considered for a
scholarship, download and complete the application and email to:
Blakefanning@hotmail.com. For consideration of a scholarship, applications need
to be submitted by April 1.  

http://coloradotu.org/youthcamp/


FORUMS UPDATES

The new forums feature is getting some interest! In the future issues we'll be
summarizing some of the forum content, since the aim of this feature is to further
inter-member communication.

In the Members' Corner, member jmcgannon is looking to join someone familiar
with Cheesman Canyon for a fishing outing. Also, member tom p. asks about winter
stones on the Arkansas, wanting to know more about instar and ways to use
stonefly patterns.

A few items are available for sale, a pair of wading boots and some winter
mitten/glove combos.

We are not done with all the updates yet, it's a work in progress. If you have any
comments or suggestions, let us know!

RIVER SPEAK
Mother Nature:

I'll huff, I'll puff, I'll blow you down.

Fisher:
Ha-ha, go ahead, try, I just caught a brown.

Mother Nature:
You'll eat my dust, my blustery blow.

I'll throw snow, away you'll go.

Fisher:
NO!! I will not go.

I will buckle up, wade in, crouch low,
fly the line inches above the surface flow,
where your fiendish howl cannot prowl.

Fisher:
Steadfastly, I'll catch my few, put them back.

Bankside beseeching, 
"you were really something.

https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/forums?view=forum&id=1
https://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/forums?view=forum&id=2
mailto:editor@collegiatepeakstu.org


I know you'll return Mother Nature,
subtle or not, because without you

there is nothing."  

M. H.

A fluorescent yellow Mop Fly makes for an unnatural and dangerous ornament
in a streamside tree (photo by George Daniel)

LEAVE NO FLY BEHIND AND AVOID “THE HANGING
TREE”

Written by: George Daniel, author of Dynamic Nymphing
Reposted from: Orvis (https://news.orvis.com/fly-fishing/leave-no-fly-behind-
avoid-hanging-tree)

Anyone familiar with The Hunger Games trilogy will recall a scene in the movie
when the heroine sings the lyrics to a song titled, "The Hanging Tree." This morbid
tune is about death, but for some reason it made me think about several recent
trips on a nearby trout stream.

Recently I've been amazed by the number of flies and rigs that anglers have left
hanging on streamside trees and bushes. On one stretch of water that I frequent on
a weekly basis, I'll usually see a number of hanging patterns, so I wade across the
stream and cut them free. The flies are in great shape since they've only been
there for less than seven days (since the last time I waded across and cut them
from the same spot). Sure enough, there will be in the same spots the time I show
up. And it's easy to wade across and retrieve the pattern, so I can't understand
why these patterns are left to hang.

https://news.orvis.com/fly-fishing/leave-no-fly-behind-avoid-hanging-tree)


I have heard numerous fly fishers criticize spin and bait anglers for throwing trash
on the ground as well as leaving large bobbers and monofilament in the trees. This
garbage becomes an eye sore for the next angler travelling through, and there's
always the possibility of a bird accidently eating the bait or lure hanging on the tree.
In that case, the tree become a literal "hanging tree," where bird corpses hang. In
2017, I cut down four dead swallows that mistook a hanging fly for live insect.

I've come to the realization that fly anglers are sometimes just as guilty (if not more
so) as those who participate in other forms of fishing. The introduction of the Mop
Fly, especially the larger and gaudier ones, has made this even more apparent.
It's easy to miss a Pheasant Tail Nymph or a small Elk-Hair Caddis dry fly that's
been broken off in a tree. These patterns are small and blend into the
surroundings. The Fisherman's Paradise section on Pennsylvania's Spring Creek,
is a perfect example of a highly pressured trout stream where, if you were to
spend time looking close in the canopy surrounding the most popular sections, you
would find dozens of small midge patterns hanging in the trees. However, replace
every small, drab pattern for a brightly colored Mop Fly, and it would look like
anglers were decorating for Christmas. Many of my favorite stream sections are
now riddled with these gaudy patterns. In my opinion, this is no different than
seeing empty beer cans or candy-bar wrappers on the ground. We are better than
this. And let me make it clear, I'm not excusing myself for these eyesores and bird
snares.

[...]

Click here to continue reading...

FISHING QUOTE
Between them, the old men must have created thousands of trout flies and
insect mutants as bizarre and seductive as any to drop from a fly tier's vise. With
perhaps two exceptions, none of their titillating offerings ever stirred a trout's
interest, a fact that didn't bother them at all.

Henry Middleton, 1989 "The Earth Is Enough"

If you'd like to share a short note and some photos from a recent trip, please
submit them to our editor.submit them to our editor. Anyone willing to contribute a column would be
appreciated.

EDITOR-AD-HOC: Tom Palka. Members are encouraged to contribute to this
publication: fishing stories, experiences, or quotes. Send questions or
submissions by email to editor@collegiatepeakstu.orgeditor@collegiatepeakstu.org. Editor's deadline is
the 23rd of the month.

 This is the e-Newsletter of  Collegiate Peaks Chapter of  the nat ion's leading This is the e-Newsletter of  Collegiate Peaks Chapter of  the nat ion's leading
coldwater conservat ion organizat ion - -  Trout Unlimited.coldwater conservat ion organizat ion - -  Trout Unlimited.

https://news.orvis.com/fly-fishing/leave-no-fly-behind-avoid-hanging-tree)
mailto:editor@collegiatepeakstu.org
mailto:editor@collegiatepeakstu.org


Contact Us | Board of Directors | Colorado TU website | National TU website

mailto:collegiatePeaksTU@gmail.com
http://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/about/board-of-directors
http://www.coloradotu.org/
http://tu.org/
https://www.facebook.com/CollegiatePeaksAnglersTU/

