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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR
Happy New Year -- best wishes and tight lines in 2018!

UPCOMING EVENTS
January 4, 2018: Caddis Festival Banquet Committee Meeting, 12:00 pm
-2:00 pm, Mt. Shavano Manor, 525 W. 16th Street. All those wishing to
volunteer are encouraged to attend.

January 10, 2018: CPC Member’s Meeting, 6:30 pm social time, 7:00
pm meeting start, Mt. Shavano Manor, 525 W. 16th Street. Program: Bill
Dvorak will present a slide show on floating the Gunnison River Gorge. You
are welcome to bring your own food and non-alcoholic beverages. 

January 13, 2018: Strategic Planning Meeting, 9:00 am - 2:00 pm, Mt.
Shavano Manor, 525 W. 16th Street. All chapter members encouraged to
attend. Lunch will be provided. (More information below).

January 26, 2018: Caddis Festival Banquet Committee Meeting, 12:00

https://maps.google.com/?q=525+W.+16th+Street&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=525+W.+16th+Street&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=525+W.+16th+Street&entry=gmail&source=g


pm -2:00 pm, Buena Vista Public Library, 131 Linderman Avenue, Buena
Vista. All those wishing to volunteer are encouraged to attend.

You can always find our up-to-date calendar on our web site's Calendar page.

Small brown trout was tempted by a prince nymph. (photo: Tom P)

STRATEGIC PLANNING WORKSHOP

Our Annual Strategic Planning Workshop is coming up on Saturday,
January 13, 2018. This is a great opportunity to become more
involved with your chapter and help chart our path to the future. Join
the discussion about what projects and activities we plan to
participate in during 2018 and beyond.

This year, we will kick off the meeting at 9:00 am with a presentation
from Charlie Adams of Project Healing Waters Fly Fishing (PHWFF).
The blurb from their website sums it up; “PHWFF has become
recognized as an innovative leader and model in the field of
therapeutic outdoor recreation for the disabled, through its successful
application of the sport of fly fishing as a rehabilitation tool.” Charlie
Adams is a trip leader with PHWFF in Colorado Springs – their
specialty is taking groups of disabled veterans on fly-fishing trips. It
has long been a goal of our chapter to get more involved with
veteran’s organizations and Charlie will discuss how we can partner
with PHWFF to help disabled veterans. One possibility is to have our
chapter host a 1-day fishing trip for 8 to 10 veterans. This could
eventually become an annual event. We will need volunteers to make
this happen. Come to the Workshop and see how you can help make
this goal a reality.

We will also get a look at the web-based event management system
we are planning to use for our 2018 Caddis Festival Banquet. There
will be a demonstration of how we plan to implement on-line

https://maps.google.com/?q=131+Linderman+Avenue,+Buena+Vista&entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/calendar


registration and mobile device electronic bidding on silent auction
items.

The Workshop is scheduled for Saturday, January 13th from 9 am to
3 pm at Mt. Shavano Manor, 525 West 16th Street, Salida. The
chapter will provide pizza lunch and non-alcoholic beverages. You
are welcome to bring your own food and non-alcoholic beverages.
For more information or to submit items for the Workshop agenda,
email Tom Arnot at tomthumb.co@gmail.com.

2018 ELECTIONS - A VACANCY AT THE TOP

Our 2018 Officers and Board of Directors were elected at the CPC
Annual Meeting in November. Notably absent is a Chapter President
for 2018.

Our experienced Officers and Board Members are all stepping up to
try to fill the shoes of Past President, Keith Krebs. Keith did a great
job as president over the past 3 years and we are fortunate to receive
his ongoing advice while he serves as an ex-officio member of the
Board of Directors.

We are also fortunate to have a dedicated group of CPC members
that regularly attend member meetings, board meetings and/or serve
on one of our many committees. Without this core group of
volunteers, the Collegiate Peaks Chapter would not have been nearly
as successful as it has been in the past. Expanding and diversifying
this core group of regular volunteers will be critical to our success
going forward. Please consider volunteering the next time a request
for help comes to your inbox. If everyone thinks that someone else
will do it, no one will!

Our most active committee by far is the Caddis Festival Banquet
Planning Committee. Planning for the 2018 Banquet is in full swing
with the first Banquet Committee meeting scheduled for January 4,
2018. This year we will need a group of dedicated volunteers willing
to take on-line training in advance and use their personal smart
device at the Banquet to assist our guests with electronic bidding.
Please help us out by volunteering to serve on this important
committee. Contact Pam Simpson at 395-7788 (home) or
pkssimpp@gmail.com.

TU: LOOKING BACK AT 2017
by Chris Wood

Last week, I had an hour between meetings in Carmel, California, so I called Tim
Frahm, who directs our CA coastal steelhead work. He invited me to look at a
project that Christy Fischer, his spouse, and he had worked on. Over chicken
sandwiches they told me a riveting story about how TU, the Santa Lucia
Conservancy, and the Trust for Public Land beat a swarm of speculators and



developers and raised $11million in less than a year to acquire a 185-acre golf
course with a mile of the Carmel River and over 300 acre feet of water. The
property serves as a vital wildlife corridor, and its water is crucial to helping
recover steelhead in the Carmel, whose populations have declined by 90 percent.

I bet you never heard of the Rancho Canada deal. But projects such as these take
place all across Trout Unlimited. Every TU staffer and most volunteers have
similar stories of how patience, grit and relationships made the seemingly
impossible, possible. Below are 10 other stories and accomplishments of 2017
that deserve and need telling. Read these for inspiration as we gird up for tough
battles over the Pebble Mine, the Smith River Mine, the Clean Water rules, and
other issues in 2018.

2017 was a record year for the Driftless area. Jeff Hastings and company
completed more than 20 miles of stream restoration. Recall that pre-restoration a
typical Driftless stream has less than 200-300fish per mile. Post restoration, many
streams boast more than 3,000 fish per mile! Expect a lot more to come as our
good work was just rewarded with a whopping $9 million NRCS grant for future
restoration work in the area.

Click here to continue reading...

THE ARKANSAS WASN'T ALWAYS A GOLD-WATER
FISHERY

By Fred Rasmussen, from the Chaffee County Times

I made my way to the riverbank one day in the spring of 1984 as small insects
rose from the tall grass near Big Bend.

At my feet on the rocks in the shallow, clear rif e were legions of caddis larvae on
every rock surface.

Rows of cases, filter end first, pointed into the subtle currents and extracting
nutrients from the water. These multitudes of caddis were the source of the
legendary spring caddis blizzard on the Arkansas.

This day was just a couple years ahead of the still not formed Collegiate Peaks
Trout Unlimited Chapter forming, which named its annual fund raiser after this
spring hatch.

I stepped forward into the shallows and rolled some rocks. On the undersides of
the caddis- laden rocks a few tiny may y larvae scuttled for cover and a small
number of larger may y clingers looked ready to burst their cases.

Occasionally, there were also a few 1-inch golden stones under some of the rocks.

Finding a comfortable place with a better view, I brought out a beer and my peanut
butter sandwich and began my lunch. Before I had finished, I saw a shard of light at
the head of the pool. Then another.

By the time my sandwich was done several fish were actively feeding. After a few

https://www.tu.org/blog-posts/looking-back-at-2017
http://www.chaffeecountytimes.com/free_content/the-arkansas-wasn-t-always-a-gold-water-fishery/article_f5533100-e674-11e7-a5da-af8644e8731a.html?mode=image&photo=0


off the mark casts, I landed and released eight or ten fish.

Not much to celebrate though, there were three thin browns about 7 inches long
and several smallish stocker rainbows. A pretty normal catch for the Arkansas at
that time.

I had learned in the 2 years we had lived here that the river was loaded with heavy
metals from years of mining in the upper watershed.

Beginning in 1859 with the hunt for gold and then supplying iron and other metals
through two world wars, the lands in the upper watershed and its tributaries was
littered with thousands of mines and miles of mine tailings.

Runoff from these exposed surfaces put into the water large amounts of heavy
metals that were toxic to living organisms.

There were no fish or insects in the streams or the river near Leadville.

When sufficient dilution occurred downstream, small populations of pollution-
tolerant insects survived and further down even fish began to survive.

In 1985, about a year after my last visit, I stood in the same spot near Big Bend
watching dead trout floating in the pool and the water was a bright orange.

The plug in the Yak tunnel that drained California Gulch had blown out
and all the fish in a 13 mile stretch of river had been killed.

This disaster brought much public attention to the long-ignored mining issue around
Leadville. The town itself was declared a Superfund site and the river waters a
public health problem.

The result was the beginning of streamside projects to clear pollutants near the
river and the construction of two water filtration sites near Leadville which reduced
the heavy metal pollution, so the water could safely be a source of drinking water
and a diverse aquatic ecosystem that would produce big populations of
invertebrates to feed a burgeoning fish population.

The days of the dominance of the pollution tolerant Brachycentrus were over.



PEBBLE MINE: CHECK OUT THIS AD IN THE
WASHINGTON POST

by Taryn Kiekow Heimer, from NRDC

An EPA Administrator under every Republican Presidential Administration since
the EPA was created, except the Ford Administration, whose Administrator is
deceased, have joined forces to make a statement in opposition to the Pebble
Mine proposed in Bristol Bay, Alaska. Their statement appeared as a full-page ad
in the Washington Post. 

Click here to read more...

RIVER SPEAK
December boosted us with it's Solstice,
giving in to many longer fishing days,
perfect to start 2018's January.
 
Long, somewhat dubious
thoughts in the cold, must
equate into a bold disposition
of reasoning for January fishing.
 
Fishing with passion can also
mean heat. But will it's heat
reach the wading feet? Not to
worry, if angling the toes at 90,
you fish warmer, not a whiney! 
 
Happy New Year, Fishers.    

M. H.

https://www.nrdc.org/experts/pebble-mine-check-out-our-ad-washington-post
https://www.nrdc.org/experts/pebble-mine-check-out-our-ad-washington-post


HIGH COUNTRY ANGLER
This is a free publication put out by Colorado TU. The latest edition of High
Country Angler features a story on Gunnison-area students and their unique
"adopt-a-trout" program, cold-weather fishing tips from Landon Mayer, an update
on native trout recovery in the Hermosa Creek basin, and Brian LaRue on fishing
the Yellowstone.

FISHING QUOTE
There is no more graceful and healthful accomplishment for a lady than
fly-fishing, and there is no reason why a lady should not in every respect,
rival a gentleman in the gentle art.    W. C. Prime, 1888

If you'd like to share a short note and some photos from a recent trip, please
submit them to our editor.submit them to our editor. Anyone willing to contribute a column would be
appreciated.

EDITOR-AD-HOC: Tom Palka. Members are encouraged to contribute to this
publication: fishing stories, experiences, or quotes. Send questions or
submissions by email to editor@collegiatepeakstu.orgeditor@collegiatepeakstu.org. Editor's deadline is
the 23rd of the month.
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