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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR
Our newsletter is a monthly publication that shares the chapter calendar and
updates. Fred Rasmussen resigned as editor, and Tom Palka is back as editor-
ad-hoc. If you'd like to get involved with the newsletter, please let us know!

It would help us to know what you think of the newsletter -- does it include
interesting content? Would you like to see more photos? Pointers to good local fly
patterns? More conservation information? If you have any comments or
suggestions, please send them to editor@collegiatePeaksTU.org.

In this edition we include more conservation-type articles kept back from the usual
email blasts. The email blasts will go out for items that require timely action (e.g.
petitions) and chapter activity reminders.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Fly Tying Jamboree 2017 on November 11, 2017 2:30 pm
Potluck Dinner 2017 on November 11, 2017 5:00 pm
Year in Review member meeting 2017 on November 11, 2017 6:30 pm
Board of Directors meeting on December 13, 2017 6:30 pm
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http://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/events/event/board-of-directors-meeting-18


Our big member meeting is on November 11th, at Granzella's Hall (450 Palmer St,
Salida). At 2:30pm we will kick off with the annual Fly Tiers Jamboree, tying flies for
charities. This is a great time to get together with other tiers, see other techniques,
and contribute to cancer survivor fishing programs. If you’d like to volunteer to tie
these flies, please see the list of flies we committed to make.

At the same time there will be a FlyGals table hosted by Fred Rasmussen.
There will also be a special table hosted by new chapter member (longtime TU
member) Tom Kottmeier who will demonstrate tying flies specific for the Arkansas
River.

After the fly tying there will be a potluck, a slideshow, and a presentation on what
we did this year.

We hope to see you there!

Photo by David Herasimtschuk. His image of spawning brook trout, captured in
Maine’s Magalloway River, was honored as a finalist in the 53rd annual Wildlife
Photographer of the Year competition. The competition, which is put on by the
Natural History Museum in London, is an international showcase of the best in
wildlife and conservation photography and is the largest wildlife photography
competition in the world. This year, the contest attracted nearly 50,000 entries
from 92 countries, but only 100 are selected as winners and finalists.

This image was captured as part of a forthcoming film project and campaign by
Freshwaters Illustrated and the partners of the Eastern Brook Trout Joint Venture
to highlight the importance of native brook trout and the dedicated individuals who
are working to conserve them. 

http://www.collegiatepeakstu.org/flies-for-charity
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On Thursday, October 12, Michael Harrington, Jim Impara, and Larry Payne
headed to 11-Mile Canyon to scout campsites and to pick up Jim and Barbara's
processed venison. We looked at the two campgrounds nearest the dam. The
lower campground has only four sites, the upper has 23, many of which are
suitable for RVs or trailers. While scouting the upper campground, Spillway, we
saw several large fish swimming right below the campground entry.  

When the scouting was done, we ate lunch, got rigged up and started fishing. It was
tough. These are smart fish that have seen lots and lots of flies. Finally, with help
from Larry, who was not fishing, but telling Jim and Michael where to cast, Jim
hooked up to a nice cutbow that hit his Barr emerger dropper. We had lots of
looks, some misses, and many fish just laughing at our presentations. A beautiful
day in a beautiful spot.  

Photo credit: Larry Payne using Michael Harrington's camera. 



FALL HIGHWAY CLEANUP A SUCCESS
It was a beautiful fall day when eleven chapter members gathered to do our semi
annual Highway 285 clean up. In attendance were: Ann and Henry Klaiman, Reed
and Karen Dils, Bob and Margie Gray, Rick Helmick, Jerry Wright, Gene Milus,
Barbara Plake and Jim Impara.

All gathered at the 1806 Christmas Rest Stop and the clean up started shortly after
10:00 am. Upon completion, about 11:45, the clean up crew (except for Rick)
gathered at the rest stop for a nice picnic complete with brats (courtesy of the
Klaimans) and other food brought by the rest of the crew. It was a fun time.

Thanks to a great clean up crew.

Jim Impara



If you'd like to share a short note and some photos from a recent trip, please
submit them to our editor.submit them to our editor.

5 THINGS WE'VE LEARNED ABOUT THE PACIFIC
NORTHWEST'S ENDANGERED SALMON
By Rocky Barker, from the Idaho Statesman

mailto:editor@collegiatepeakstu.org
http://www.idahostatesman.com/news/local/environment/article177709856.html


Research, tenacious advocates and $16 billion have lifted Columbia and Snake
salmon from the brink of extinction, but we have yet to figure out a sustainable plan
to save the fish that provide food and millions in business and ecological benefits.

Each year, young salmon and steelhead travel the many miles from the Idaho
creeks where they were born to the Pacific Ocean. Mature adults make the trip in
reverse, returning home to spawn. They pass through dams that generate carbon-
free electricity and along rivers that farmers near Lewiston still use to ship grain to
Pacific Ocean ports.

Over five months in 2017, we traveled the Northwest to introduce you to these fish,
the rivers they and the region’s residents depend on, and the challenges we face
together. Here is what we learned.

Wild salmon are better off than they were in the late 1980s, when they were
put on the endangered species list. Now, at least, there are more of them. Devices
built to help salmon spill over eight dams on the Snake and Columbia rivers have
made the trip easier. But in the past decade, the naturally spawning salmon in the
Snake River Basin have not been able to replace themselves, even with good
ocean and river conditions.

[...]

Continue reading by clicking here...

STEELHEAD DON'T ALWAYS DIE AFTER
LAYING EGGS. THAT'S KEY TO THIS
EFFORT TO SAVE THEM
By Eric Barker, from the Idaho Statesman

Wild B-run steelhead are getting a needed boost from a program that seeks to
capitalize on the species' ability to spawn more than once.

http://www.idahostatesman.com/news/local/environment/article160364954.html
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About 100 repeat spawners were released below Lower Granite Dam on the
Snake River Monday, after spending six to 18 months at the Nez Perce Tribal
Hatchery.

“The really important part of it is these are wild fish,” said Doug Hatch, a senior
research scientist with the Columbia River Inter-tribal Fish Commission at Portland.

Steelhead are unique among Columbia River anadromous fish in that they don't
necessarily die after reproducing. Females of the species have the ability to make
their way back to the ocean to feed, regain strength and eventually repeat their
spawning odyssey. Those that do it are bigger and produce as many as 50
percent more eggs than first-time spawners.

About 50 percent of wild Snake River steelhead become kelts — those that
attempt the post-spawn downstream journey as adults. But almost none of them
make it. Hatch said only about 0.4 percent of any given Snake River steelhead run
is comprised of repeat spawners.

The commission, along with the Nez Perce Tribe and the University of Idaho,
operates a program that seeks to boost wild steelhead numbers by helping kelts
become repeat spawners. Instead of letting the fish fend for themselves while
trying to reach the ocean, they are intercepted and taken to the hatchery at
Cherrylane to be reconditioned.

[...]

Continue reading by clicking here...

THESE 20-SOMETHINGS ARE OUT TO SAVE
CONSERVATION'S SOUL
by Frederick Reimers, from Outside Online

http://www.idahostatesman.com/news/local/environment/article180892961.html
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Hole's SHIFT festival—a conference aimed at fighting the public-lands transfer
movement. (The name stands for Shaping How We Invest for Tomorrow.) The
author was reading from The Hour of Land, her celebration of the national park
system. In the Grand Teton National Park gateway community where Williams is a
part-time resident, she easily filled the 500-seat auditorium at the posh Center for
the Arts. An hour into her program, however, the celebrated author and wilderness
advocate handed over her lectern to a handful of twenty-somethings who admitted
that the public-lands battle actually wasn't their thing.

From Janet Valenzuela, 24, a Latina Forest Service field ranger from Los Angeles:
"We have a lot of lead poisoning in my community. Everyone knows someone who
has died from cancer. The outdoors is still toxic to a lot of us. My community can't
even begin to think about public lands and access until we think about how to clean
up the mess that has been created through conquest."

From Josh Tuck, 26, a black Park Service volunteer coordinator from
Atlanta: "When you look at a lot of people who have lost their land,
been removed from their land, didn't ask to come to this land, you get
into a really different conversation about how we connect to the land."

[...]

In late October, SHIFT will convene its second Emerging Leaders cohort four days
before the main conference. The new group of 35 has this time been selected by
2016's inaugural class, and includes more representatives from a group Beckwith
felt was underrepresented last year: hunters and anglers. It's a group still
dominated by white men, but one that brings in different socioeconomic
perspectives and a greater number of rural perspectives than the group had
before. "Sportsmen were the original conservationists and, particularly in the rural
areas that are the battlegrounds for the public lands fight, are critical constituents
for conservation," he says. "If we get all of these dynamic people into the same
room and have them share their stories and viewpoints, there will be progress."

There's plenty of work to do. "Cultural relevancy isn't a marketing
strategy," Taylor says. "You can't just create outreach materials with bullet points.
You have to actually meet the people you want to reach, to identify what makes
them different, and respond to that."

Continue reading by clicking here...

https://www.outsideonline.com/2248471/these-20-somethings-are-out-save-conservations-soul


TRUMP'S SELLOUT OF AMERICAN HERITAGE
by Timothy Egan, from New York Times

The last runs of heavenly wild salmon are trickling in this month, the buttery coho
with flesh the color of fall foliage. After that, we'll have to settle for mostly farmed
and frozen fish until next spring — no substitute for the real deal.

We can count on this seasonal miracle, healthy fish returning to their birthplaces
and then on to the dinner table, so long as the fragile balance of nature remains
intact. But with a president who is going after clean air, clean water and the world's
most valuable wild salmon fishery, the fate of creation and all the myriad wonders
within it is at stake.

I use "creation" as an appeal to creationists to look at what your president is doing
to Eden, or what's left of it. I also want to appeal to economic nationalists. For the
U.S.A. has the greatest home for sockeye salmon on the planet in Alaska's Bristol
Bay. The Trump administration is putting it at risk in order to aid a foreign mining
conglomerate.

This American carnage is led by a man whose job is to protect the natural world
within our borders, the E.P.A. administrator, Scott Pruitt. As you may have heard,
he has sealed himself off from the public with a $25,000 phone security system
and an 18-member security detail. It took a court order to pry loose some of the
details of his meetings. No surprise, he holds daily lap-dog sessions with the
companies he is supposed to regulate.

[...]

Continue reading by clicking here...

http://www.nytimes.com/2017/10/13/opinion/trumps-sellout-of-american-heritage.html
http://www.nytimes.com/2017/10/13/opinion/trumps-sellout-of-american-heritage.html


EDITOR-AD-HOC: Tom Palka. Members are encouraged to contribute to this
publication,fishing stories, experiences, or quotes. Send questions or
submissions by email to editor@collegiatepeakstu.orgeditor@collegiatepeakstu.org. Editor's deadline is
the 23rd of the month.
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