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 This is the e-Newsletter of Collegiate Peaks Chapter of the nation's leading
coldwater conservation organization -- Trout Unlimited.

Events and Meetings Calendar
The up-to-date calendar and details about all events can also be found
on our website calendar page.

Here are the next few meetings or events:

Mar 8: Membership meeting, Boathouse Cantina, Salida, 6pm.  Program: Tom
Palka will discuss how to use Google Earth software and smartphone/tablet apps
to scout river access, parking spots, and how to keep them for offline use when
traveling.

April 12: Board of Directors meeting, Mt. Shavano Manor, Salida, 6pm.

May 6: Caddis Festival Banquet, Chaffee County Fairgrounds, 5pm.

All BoD and member meetings are from 6 pm to 8:30 pm and are open to all. All
member meetings are held at the Boathouse Cantina, Salida, with food and
beverages available for purchase. Social hour from 6:00 to 7:00 pm, meeting
presentation from 7:00 to 8:30 pm. PowerPoint presentations at each meeting.
BoD meetings alternate between Mt. Shavano Manor in Salida and Sangre de
Cristo Electric Association meeting room in Buena Vista. Social time from 6:00 to
6:30, meeting will start at 6:30 pm and run until business is completed. BYO snacks
and soft beverages. For more information, contact Keith Krebs at 719-539-6359.

BANKSIDE WITH KEITH
SPRING IS COMING
With the abundance of spring-like weather of late, it is easy to forget that real
spring isn’t here until March 21st. My wife asks: Why don’t you go fishing?  I have
no good reply.  The water is still icy; a hard wind is blowing; it’s too cold.  I guess
I’m plagued by “gumptionlessness.” I remind myself that March and April are
historically our snowiest months. For now, I’m content tying some flies and planning
my float fishing trips for the coming summer.  They will include my annual float
down the Gunnison River starting in town with a leisurely drift to the mouth of Blue
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Mesa Reservoir and a first-time-ever float of the Green River starting below
Flaming Gorge.

With spring comes CTU’s annual Rendezvous.  This is a fun and information
packed weekend that will be held at the Keystone Lodge and Spa from April 21st
through April 23rd.  If you haven’t attended this event in the past, or even if you
have, you should attend this year and be rewarded by getting to know members of
other chapters of Colorado Trout Unlimited and find out what they’re up to. Bring
along your spouses and, while you’re being edified, they can take the opportunity
to relax and get pampered at the quality in-house spa.

All chapters have been asked to participate in the Home Water Poster Session as
part of the 2017 Rendezvous Home Waters Theme.  I have been busy creating a
two-by-three-foot poster to represent the Collegiate Peaks Chapter – who we are,
where we are and what we do.  The request is also to include information that
features one of our projects or activities in any stage.

CPC-TU will illustrate our premier project, the “Ecosystems Learning Center” on the
South Arkansas River.  Some of you readers already know about this project and
that its purpose is to develop a local population of young citizens who know,
understand and appreciate the diversity, beauty and value of native river
ecosystems.  In collaboration with Greater Arkansas River Nature Association
(GARNA), Central Colorado Conservancy (CCC) and Southwest Conservation
Corps (SCC) we will create a long-term site, on SCC property adjacent to 500
lineal feet of the South Arkansas (Little River), where local students learn to
observe, measure, record and understand aquatic and other ecosystems.
Restoration of the natural stream channel and riparian areas to improve stream
flow and enhance aquatic life should be completed by late this year.  Students will
then develop and maintain a usable data base over time.  Local groups will be
able to set-up studies of specific aquatic, terrestrial, amphibious, avian and
vegetative organisms.

Rendezvous attendees will also be able to find time to do a little fishing close by.
 The Snake River runs adjacent to the lodge.  I have seen trout of generous size
while walking along the paved path that follows the creek through town.  

My wife says: Why don’t you go fishing there?  I think I will. 

Keith Krebs, President, Collegiate Peaks Chapter-TU

If you'd like to share a short note and some photos from a recent trip, please
submit them to our editor.
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Have you noticed dead brown trout on the
Arkansas River?    
by Doug Krieger, Senior Aquatic Biologist

[Reprinted from Colorado Parks & Wildlife site]

We receive calls yearly about dead or dying brown trout along the Arkansas River
(and elsewhere). Unless there is some special unreported circumstance (chemical
spill, oil sheen present, etc), this fish loss is due to naturally occurring post-
spawning mortality.

Brown trout spawn in the Arkansas from mid-October to mid-November. Typically
fish will be found in deeper pools or other areas of slack waters where current
deposits them.

Fish will be dead or lethargic. Commonly they will have grayish, fuzzy looking
patches on their skin, sometimes covering the majority of their bodies.
Saprolegnia, an external fungus, causes this growth.

Brown trout are highly territorial, aggressive during spawning and sometimes make
migration. These factors lead to physical aberrations that eliminate the usual
occurring mucous and allow the fungus to become established. Further, the fish
have been in the rigors of spawning for several weeks and have become
weakened. The fungus is not the cause of the mortality (physical abuse & stress
is), but is a secondary cause that further weakens the fish.

Anglers, if you have caught a fish with this fungus, there is no risk to human
health by eating these fish. Although unsightly, we suggest you cut away affected
areas before cooking.

Mortality on brown trout may be higher this year because of warmer temperatures
we have experienced. This leads to more stress and more fungus. However, we
normally see some level of mortality each year. Although it may look like the whole

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001ypE6StgXUrXWtmcYqUE0jNrqMh8SSLlPLF_6mr9vlhjZNIHPQy3p4UfbYfVqQuwMk7c3AHPWewL1yT4EmWwbwyxtcvW14Zf9dm8OvXaZ9TffeO1OWkVVv95Stylpql_49aYhF4NEb5RQZtAH1mBN1soyjq0isOCcGDYx0RyCUI6F7EWFEhmvZ1YrtNXOjSJmaIjMOs5q_aY=&c=&ch=


river is “dead,” we estimate about 10-20% of adult fish are affected or lost.  The
populations should do fine in spite of this loss.

The Arkansas River may not be the only river in Colorado affected by this malady.
It may, however, be more noticeable along this stretch.

An early season float

FISHING QUOTES

"I look into... my fly box, and think about all the elements I should consider in
choosing the perfect fly: water temperature, what stage of development the bugs
are in, what the fishare eating right now. Then I remember what a guide told me:
'Ninety percent of what atrout eats is brown and fuzzy and about five-eighths of
an inch long."

- Allison Moir 

MEMBER BENEFITS
Remember that as a member of Trout Unlimited you get many member benefits.
 You can use them to get car rental discounts, hotel discounts, and more:

http://www.tu.org/get-involved/volunteer/member-benefits
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THE FLYGALS
Sponsored by Collegiate Peaks Chapter of Trout Unlimited,FlyGals is a group of
women interested in learning about and participating infly fishing.  Our mission is to
increaseparticipation in fly fishing by women and to educate women about
protecting,conserving, and restoring cold water habitats for fish.

Find the schedule of their events on our website.
Registration is required for each of these events; toregister or to get more
information, contact Barbara Plake (bplake@unl.edu, 719-395-0478) or Linda
Schuckert (lbschuckert@msn.com, 719-539-7279).

"THE FINE PRINT"
Tom Palka, editor ad hoc.  Fred Rasmussen will take over the newsletter starting
with the May 2017 edition.

The e-letter will continue monthly, announcing upcoming meetings, programs, and
events, in the EVENTS CALENDAR. 

Member submissions to the newsletter are needed and encouraged. Have a
comment? Opinion? Humor? Viewpoint? Share it, IN THE SEAM. Anything relative
to fishing will appear now and then. 

Send questions or submissions by email to editor@collegiatepeakstu.org. Editor's
deadline is the 23rd of the month.

Contact Us | Board of Directors | Colorado TU website | National TU website
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