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 This is the e-Newsletter of Collegiate Peaks Chapter of the nation's leading
coldwater conservation organization -- Trout Unlimited.

Events and Meetings Calendar
The up-to-date calendar and details about all events can also be found
on our website calendar page.

Here are the next few meetings or events:

Jan 10: 2017 Caddis Banquet committee meeting.  Noon - 2pm, High Country
Bank, Buena Vista

Jan 14: Strategic Planning meeting, 9am - 2pm, Mt Shavano Manor, Salida

All BoD & member meetings are from 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. and are open to all. 
Shallots restaurant, Salida or Branding Iron Restaurant, Buena Vista.  Food & 
beverages available for purchase. Power Point presentations at each meeting. For
more information, contact Keith Krebs at 719-539-6359.

BANKSIDE WITH KEITH
WINTER AND WILDERNESS
I’ll admit it.  I’m not much of a winter fisherman.  The water is too icy and the fish are
too lazy.  My winter fishing-related activity is mostly about tying flies.  From now on,
I get to use the new fly-tying station I got from Santa Claus.  My recent donation to
Trout Unlimited was rewarded with a new Tacky fly box, a nice little clear plastic
unit that I’m filling with my favorite dry fly patterns: Parachute Adams, ten each in
hook sizes from 14 to 20, Parachute Pale Morning Duns, Parachute Blue Wing
Olives, six each in hook sizes 16, 18 and 20 and Royal Wulffs, ten on hook size 14.
The box has space for 90 flies so I will probably add a few tiny nymph patterns to
fill it up.  I use up flies at a high rate during my fishing season and the fly supply will
likely need to be replenished before this time next year. 

I also do a little more reading in winter.  I’m not embarrassed to admit that I most
often enjoy a good novel, but currently I’m about to finish reading All the Wild That
Remains, an easy-read non-fiction book by David Gessner.  The bulk of the writing
is the author’s thoughtful descriptions, contrasting and comparing Edward Abbey
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and Wallace Stegner through the lens of the American West. Two men who were
committed to preserving the wildness of the West and are often credited with
creating the motivation for wilderness conservation.  Between the anecdotes and
history, Gessner inserts personal experiences, observations and philosophy.
 Writing about Abbey and Doug Peacock (the model for George Washington
Hayduke, one of the central figures in Abbey’s book The Monkey Wrench Gang),
Gessner writes, “Abbey and Peacock demonstrate through their wilder existences
just how tame our own lives are….Now we all carry our own personal tracking
devices….Most of us are leashed by our daily obligations, the things to check off
our lists and the oh-so-urgent email to answer….What does it mean to live a wilder
life?...One thing I think it means, simply put, is getting into the wilderness, or what
wilderness is left.”  And from Doug Peacock, “We all need different size
territories… For some, it might just be their backyard.  For me, I require a slightly
bigger backyard.”  (Peacock’s backyard was the backcountry of Yellowstone and
served as his territory). 

Those of us who reside in the upper Arkansas River valley have the good fortune
to have nearby public lands as our “backyard” and our access to “wildness.”  And
that good fortune means that we are obligated to work for preserving and
protecting those public lands and that wildness as individuals and as a
conservation organization.

Don’t forget that members will have an opportunity to participate in setting Chapter
goals and activities, and discuss new opportunities and concerns by attending our
annual Strategic Planning meeting to be held on Saturday, January 14, 2017, from
9:00 am until 2:00 pm at Mt. Shavano Manor meeting room at 525 West 16th
Street in Salida.  Lunch will be provided by the Chapter.  Check our website for
details.  Attendance at this meeting will provide members with a chance to
determine what Collegiate Peaks Chapter will look like in the coming year.  All
members are invited and encouraged to participate.
 
Keith Krebs, President, Collegiate Peaks Chapter-TU

If you'd like to share a short note and some photos from a recent trip, please
submit them to our editor.

  "A December Fishing Poem"

by Tom Arnot

'Twas two days after Christmas, 6 weeks with no fishing.
I gotta fix that, so let's quit this darn wishing.

At forty degrees, it was definitely not hot.
But I must try my new fly line, that Santa just brought.

Sixteen layers of clothing beneath the Gore-Tex.
Felt like the Michelin Man attempting to fish.

There was slush in the river to wade and cast through.
And ice on the shoreline - it made my toes blue.

Suddenly, out on my leader, the indicator did sink.
Could that be a fish? Set the hook, Man, don't think!
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I felt a tug back as I tightened the line.
He took off downstream - FISH ON! Mighty fine!

In a couple of minutes, a nice brown in my net.
My first fish in December, not the last one, I bet.

The December Trout, by Tom Arnot

RIVER SPEAK

"January Tune"

by Michael Harrington

J.am on ham, cheddar, and tomato.
Suit up after lunch, seek the sun,
might catch a bunch, or just one.

A.dapt to the weather. Wear neoprene,
fleece, and feather. Studs on the
boots, wax the line, cast the fly.

For dessert, coffee and pie.

N.umb might be the feet. Turn them
90 degrees, currents hit the side

and the toes don't freeze.

U.nder the ice along the edge, in the sun,
wiggle pull the fly slowly through the
light. See a fish rise. Reward, a bite.

A.cknowledge your day at the river aloud.



Reverence to Mother Earth,
Father Sky.

You'll fish better, you know why.

R.esolution is a simple act of determining
where you will fit in with your wish
and how many of the 365 days
will belong to you and the fish.

Y.ear after year, after year, year in-year out.
Y? Why not. It's only twelve months.

That's all you've got.

Happy New Year

This trout couldn't resist a small zebra midge. (photo: Tom Palka)

FISHING QUOTES

I fish because I love to;

Because I love the environs where trout are found, which are invariably beautiful,
and hate the environs where crowds of people are found, which are invariably
ugly;

Because of all the television commercials, cocktail parties, and assorted social
posturing I thus escape;

Because, in a world where most men seem to spend their lives doing things they
hate, my fishing is at once an endless source of delight and an act of small
rebellion;

Because trout do not lie or cheat and cannot be bought or bribed or impressed
by power, but respond only to quietude and humility and endless patience;



Because I suspect that men are going along this way for the last time, and I for
one don’t want to waste the trip; because mercifully there are no telephones on
trout waters;

Because only in the woods can I find solitude without loneliness;

Because bourbon out of an old tin cup always tastes better out there;

Because maybe one day I will catch a mermaid;

And, finally, not because I regard fishing as being so terribly important but
because I suspect that so many of the other concerns of men are equally
unimportant – and not nearly so much fun.

"The Testament of a Fisherman" by John Voelker

The monofilament tube at Frantz Lake.  Our chapter maintains three tubes in
Salida and one in Buena Vista.  We're looking for volunteers to help empty them
out.  Besides minimizing trash, it is also a great excuse to do some quick fishing!

 Trout is from Sand Lake inlet, on a #20 Partridge and Orange.
(photo: Tom Palka)



MEMBER BENEFITS
Remember that as a member of Trout Unlimited you get many member benefits.
 You can use them to get car rental discounts, hotel discounts, and more:

http://www.tu.org/get-involved/volunteer/member-benefits

THE FLYGALS
Sponsored by Collegiate Peaks Chapter of Trout Unlimited,FlyGals is a group of
women interested in learning about and participating infly fishing.  Our mission is to
increaseparticipation in fly fishing by women and to educate women about
protecting,conserving, and restoring cold water habitats for fish.

Find the schedule of their events on our website.
Registration is required for each of these events; toregister or to get more
information, contact Barbara Plake (bplake@unl.edu, 719-395-0478) or Linda
Schuckert (lbschuckert@msn.com, 719-539-7279).

"THE FINE PRINT"
Tom Palka, editor ad hoc. 

The e-letter will continue monthly, announcing upcoming meetings, programs, and
events, in the EVENTS CALENDAR. 

Member submissions to the newsletter are needed and encouraged. Have a
comment? Opinion? Humor? Viewpoint? Share it, IN THE SEAM. Anything relative
to fishing will appear now and then. 

Send questions or submissions by email to editor@collegiatepeakstu.org. Editor's
deadline is the 23rd of the month.
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