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 This is the e-Newsletter of Collegiate Peaks Chapter of the nation's leading
coldwater conservation organization -- Trout Unlimited.

Events and Meetings Calendar
The up-to-date calendar and details about all events can also be found
on our website calendar page.

Here are the next few meetings or events:

Nov 12: Fly Tiers' Jamboree, FlyGals fly tying clinic, potluck dinner, Year in Review
meeting.  Granzella Hall, Salida.  Events start at 2pm.  Come join us -- whether to
tie flies for a good cause or to eat and socialize with fellow chapter members.  The
Year in Review will discuss chapter activities from past year.

If you have any photos that you would like to see included in the annual slideshow,
please send them with a short comment to tpalka@gmail.com.

All BoD & member meetings are from 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. and are open to all. 
Shallots restaurant, Salida or Branding Iron Restaurant, Buena Vista.  Food & 
beverages available for purchase. Power Point presentations at each meeting. For
more information, contact Keith Krebs at 719-539-6359.

BANKSIDE WITH KEITH
PREDICTING THE FUTURE
It's probably safe to say the no one can accurately predict the future.  Recently, I
attended the Colorado Trout Unlimited annual meeting in Durango, Colorado.  As
an important part of the meeting, CTU's annual budget and staffing needs were
reviewed.  Despite many successful years of creating useful budgets and
determining staffing requirements, CTU was unable to successfully predict the
future and had to make some significant downward adjustments to the projected
2017 budget.  One staff position had to be dropped and they are actively seeking
a replacement for the Outreach and Programs Coordinator position.  Stephanie
Scott, who has done a superb job for the last four years, has accepted a new
position with the Colorado Foundation for Water Education.  No one foresaw the
changes.
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mailto:tpalka@gmail.com


As far as CPC-TU is concerned, I think I can make some predictions.  And they are
potentially not good ones. Although we had a successful Caddis Festival Banquet
again in 2016, many of the great team that ensured the success, have retired, and
after multiple years of management, rightfully so.  Although some team members
will be returning, we need some new members to step up and fill the leadership
roles.  Without some new participation, we are in real danger of not holding our
only fundraiser for the first time in thirty-one years.  A quick review of our financials
reveals the fact that without the income from the Caddis Festival Banquet our
Chapter will cease to exist in less than a year.
 
For 2017, we will need a new Banquet Chair/Coordinator to replace Barbara
Plake.  Barbara has agreed to mentor (train) the new chair and hand over her fact-
filled notebook.  We also need a statistician to replace Jim Impara, a bucket raffle
coordinator to replace Vern Abbott, a silent auction coordinator to replace Carolyn
Schilling and possibly a decorations coordinator.  This is assuming the same
check-in/check-out folks will participate for another year.  Tom Arnot has stepped
up to be the new Trip Swap coordinator.
 
We participated in many youth education events this year including BV
Conservation Camp, Stream Explorers classes in both BV and Salida, the high
school stream sciences classes and the sixth-grade water ecology program, both
of those in Salida.  Our Veteran Engagement programs had to hustle to find
enough member participants.  Looking back over the list of participants the same
five or six names kept re-appearing.
 
Our other traditional projects like the second highway cleanup and the river
cleanup day that did not happen this year due to lack of participation.  One positive
note, the fin-clipping at Mt. Shavano Hatchery was well-attended both days.  It
looks like we will have several field conservation program possibilities in 2017
including the return of Greenback fry stocking, riparian restoration and fence-
building on the Middle Fork of the Platte in Badger Basin.  These are important
activities that help us meet our mission statement.  Unless there is renewed
member participation I predict that these activities may disappear too.  All our
projects are supposed to be coordinated under our committee structure.  We
currently describe twelve committees, and all but four of them are currently lacking
a Committee Chair.
 
All members will have the opportunity to be edified and updated on Chapter
activities, goals, opportunities and concerns by attending two important, upcoming
meetings.  The first is our Fly-tying Jamboree and Year-In-Review member
meeting to be held on Saturday, November 12th at Granzella Hall in Salida.  The
fly-tying, including beginner instruction, starts at 2:30 pm.  The Chapter will furnish
barbecued beef brisket supplemented by member provided dishes for the potluck
dinner beginning at 5:30 pm.  A Year-In-Review presentation will follow starting with
elections of Board Directors and Officers for 2017 from our pre-determined
candidate slate.  The second opportunity is our annual Strategic Planning
meeting to be held on Saturday, January 14, 2017.  Check our website for details.
 Attendance at this meeting will provide members with a chance to determine what
Collegiate Peaks Chapter will look like in the coming year.  All members are invited
and encouraged to participate.

Keith Krebs, President, Collegiate Peaks Chapter

RIFFLES



UPDATES FROM OUR SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENTS

Our chapter received a thank-you letter from Amy Harmon:

Dear Collegiate Peaks Chapter Trout Unlimited Scholarship Committee,

Thank you all so very much for choosing to award me the CPC-TU Scholarship
again for the Fall 2016 semester. I am deeply grateful for your continued support
of my academic endeavors.

Thank you also for the Collegiate Peaks Chapter and its members for
contributing to this generous scholarship and making it possible. I’m also greatly
appreciative of all the work that you do to protect our rivers and streams.

After a warm and wonderful season on the Colorado River, I’m back in the
Gunnison Valley and wading in the fast-moving waters of school. I have a full
load this semester with 18 credit hours and some very challenging courses.

They’re all very interesting, though, and I feel fortunate to be delving into
subjects like Water Policy and Politics, Aquatic Ecology, Water and
Environmental Law, Rocky Mountain Flora and Aquatic Chemistry. I’m loving
every minute of it.

We’re also hitting the ground running in our student chapters of The Wildlife
Society and Tri Beta Biological Honors Society and doing some habitat
restoration volunteer work in just a couple of weeks.

Outside of school, I’ve been elected to the board of directors for Grand Canyon
River Guides, a nonprofit working to protect the Colorado River in Grand Canyon.

There’s lots going on and I’m delighted at all of the opportunities.

Thank you so much for providing the support needed for me to dive in.

Sincerely, Amy C. Harmon

We also have an update from Corbin Bennetts, who received our scholarship
through 2015:

Corbin Bennetts received scholarships from our chapter and graduated with a
B.A. in Biology with an emphasis in Environmental Biology and Ecology,
accompanied by a double minor in Mathematics and Chemistry from Western
State Colorado University (WSCU) in 2015. He was a graduate of Buena Vista
High School and a top high school and collegiate wrestler.  We thought you
might enjoy hearing what he is doing now.

While at WSCU Corbin worked on many different research projects with species
ranging from aquatic insects to red foxes. For his honors thesis, he did an
assessment of potential impacts associated with adult mosquito abatement
spraying on macroinvertebrate drift in local streams. After his bachelor's degree,
Corbin stayed at WSCU for one more year where he took classes in a Masters of
Environmental Management program before coming to the University of
Southern Mississippi's Gulf Coast Research Lab in August of 2016 to work
towards his M.S. under the advisement of Dr. Robert Leaf.

Corbin's master's work will focus on various aspects of red drum (Sciaenops
ocellatus). His thesis will consist of life history traits, including age at maturity and



recruitment, as well as a stock assessment. Corbin's work is funded through the
Tidelands Grant and will be done in collaboration with the University of Southern
Mississippi's Marine Education Center and project INSPIRE (INvolving Student
Populations In Research and Education). This partnership will make it possible
for high school and college students to get involved and help with Corbin's work.
This provides a great educational opportunity, engages students in a project that
contributes to the scientific community, and encourages students early in their
education to pursue a career in science.

Quick Trip Report: Kasilof River Steelhead
Chapter members Karen and Reed Dils submitted a quick trip report:

This river is on the Kenai Peninsula, Alaska, near Soldotna. Flies and lures
only. These fish are fresh from the ocean. River is slightly larger than
the Arkansas at early July flows. Fish with plastic beads that resemble
salmon eggs. In a six hour float 5 fishers hooked 9-10 (?) steelhead and
landed 4. For some reason beads catch way more fish than flies that
resemble eggs. They are also cheaper. 25 cents a bead compared to up to
$2/fly. The bead is attached not more than 2" above the hook (state
law). Most fish are hooked in the corner of the mouth. 

On an all day 8hr float the next day on the Kenai 4 of us caught around 100
rainbows and dolly varden char. No fish were foul hooked. Largest rainbow 25".
Several over 20".

We had 2 guides and two drift boats on the Kasilof and fished mostly from shore.
$250/person/day. These rates are pretty standard for Alaska. Cost includes water
and beads.  Bring your own lunch. In our experience only in Alaska, Florida, and
Texas do guides on day trips not provide a lunch. 



If you'd like to share a short note and some photos from a recent trip, please
submit them to our editor.

THIRD ANNUAL FLY TIERS JAMBOREE
The Jamboree is for all fly tiers young or old, veteran or beginner.

A chance to make new friends with others who share your interests and passions.

Provides an opportunity to learn new patterns or techniques or to help others hone
their skills.

A special table for FlyGals!

A special bonus will be the opportunity to tie flies for two good causes: Casting for
Recovery and Reel Recovery.

There will be a table in the room where free fly tying materials will be available.

Folks with excess feathers, dubbing, thread, wire, etc, can donate to others who
need them.

Come early, stay late.

The list of the flies we’d like to tie is available on our web site: Files For Charity

Even if you cannot come to the event, please consider tying up some flies for
these good causes!

Put it on your calendar: Saturday, November 12, 2:30pm at Granzella Hall in
Salida.

FISHING TIPS
Following their Alaska trip, Karen Dils shares a few fishing tips:

* Put your name and contact info on ALL your fly boxes (and camera).  Those
annoying mailing labels we get can be useful.  Reed actually had someone from
Texas return his fly box he lost on the Conejos because of the contact info.

* How NOT to lose your wading staff when you have to pull down your waders.
 After this happened to me in Alaska, I now take off my wading belt and rehook it
behind my back when I have to pull my waders down.  That way my staff doesn’t
inadvertently slip off.  In addition, it helps if you wrap the wading belt around the
loop in back all the time so it doesn’t come loose.

Have any tips you'd like to share?  Submit them to the editor!

MEMBER BENEFITS
Remember that as a member of Trout Unlimited you get many member benefits.
 You can use them to get car rental discounts, hotel discounts, and more:
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http://www.tu.org/get-involved/volunteer/member-benefits

THE FLYGALS
Sponsored by Collegiate Peaks Chapter of Trout Unlimited,FlyGals is a group of
women interested in learning about and participating infly fishing.  Our mission is to
increaseparticipation in fly fishing by women and to educate women about
protecting,conserving, and restoring cold water habitats for fish.

Find the schedule of their events on our website.
Registration is required for each of these events; toregister or to get more
information, contact Barbara Plake (bplake@unl.edu, 719-395-0478) or Linda
Schuckert (lbschuckert@msn.com, 719-539-7279).

FISHING QUOTE

"Only when the last tree has been felled, the last river poisoned and
the last fish caught, man will know, that he cannot eat money." 

Cree Indian saying

WE ARE LOOKING FOR A NEW EDITOR
Michael Harrington is no longer be editing the newsletter, and all his hard work and
text and photo contributions will be sorely missed.  Tom Palka will assume the
editing responsibilities for the meantime, but we are looking for help.  We need
someone to volunteer putting the newsletter together on a monthly basis.  This
involves:

copying the previous month's newsletter
updating the calendar and the fine print
inserting the content for the President's column, volunteer hours, project
updates, all emailed in by members

You can make it as much fun as you'd like, and you'll have Tom's support for any
problems and questions.  Please contact Tom by email for more information.

"THE FINE PRINT"
Tom Palka, editor ad hoc. 

The e-letter will continue monthly, announcing upcoming meetings, programs, and
events, in the EVENTS CALENDAR. 

Member submissions to the newsletter are needed and encouraged. Have a
comment? Opinion? Humor? Viewpoint? Share it, IN THE SEAM. Anything relative
to fishing will appear now and then. 
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