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 This is the e-Newsletter of Collegiate Peaks Chapter of the nation's leading
coldwater conservation organization -- Trout Unlimited.

Events and Meetings Calendar

The up-to-date calendar can be always found on our website calendar page.

Here are the next four meetings:

April 5  Banquet Committee Meeting. Tuesday 12:00
                   High Country Bank  Buena Vista

April 8   Bug Clinic with Fred Rasmussen. 1 to 4  Arkansas Headwaters
                   Recreation Area (AHRA) meeting room  307 W. Sackett Ave. Salida
 

April 13 BoD meeting. Shallots restaurant. Salida

April 19 Banquet Committee Meeting. 12:00
                   High Country Bank  Buena Vista

All BoD & member meetings are from 6 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. and are open to all. 
Food &  beverages available for purchase. Power Point presentations at each
meeting. For more information, contact Keith Krebs at 719-539-6359.

BANKSIDE WITH KEITH: 

CELEBRATE!

One year ago, on February 19, 2015,President Obama designated Browns
Canyon National Monument.  This was the culmination of a decades-longeffort
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by local communities, businesses and sportsmen to protect and preservethis
magnificent Arkansas River landscape and its outstanding natural resourcesfor
future generations.  

The Arkansas River, that runs throughBrowns Canyon, is a Gold Medal trout
fishery that attracts thousands of anglerseach year. Sportsmen and
recreationists depend on access, and the creation ofBrowns Canyon National
Monument ensures that the majestic landscape we enjoyfor rafting, fishing,
hiking, camping, hunting and family outings will bepermanently protected in its
present state and available for all Americans’ usefor years to come.

The monument is already helping putBrowns Canyon on the map and attracting
more visitors and tourism dollars tothe area. According to the Chaffee County
Visitors Bureau, lodging tax revenuein the county increased almost 10 percent
in the year following designation.

As a local sportsman and anglers, we mustthank our local communities and
congressional leaders for their foresight andperseverance in making Browns
Canyon National Monument a reality.  We should be proud of our public lands,
one ofAmerica’s greatest achievements. 

TheBureau of Land Management released its new draft Environmental
ImpactStatement for the Roan Plateau, a backcountry area prized by hunters
andanglers for its fish and wildlife and a cornerstone of the area’s
recreationeconomy.  Sportsmen’s groups arereviewing the draft EIS, but they
welcomed the BLM’s designation of the 2014settlement as its preferred option
in efforts to balance energy developmentwith conservation.

In 2012, a federal court set aside theBLM’s prior management plan for energy
leasing and remanded that plan for theagency to consider more protective
development options. In fall of 2014, asettlement was reached between BLM
and Trout Unlimited, the National WildlifeFederation and other groups,
represented by Earth Justice.

Under the settlement, BLM cancelled themajority of oil and gas leases on top of
the Roan Plateau, including all ofthose in the Trapper and Northwater Creek
watersheds—areas that encompass thebest cutthroat trout habitat on the Roan.
The BLM committed to considering anew management plan alternative that
would allow for some limited developmenton remaining leases, preclude new
leasing on top of the plateau for the life ofthe plan, and conserve important big
game habitat at the base of the Roan.

“This keeps us moving toward a balanced,fair solution to protecting the Roan
Plateau,” said David Nickum, executivedirector of Colorado Trout Unlimited.



“We’re hopeful that the final managementplan will preserve last year’s
settlement, which protects the Roan’s besthunting and fishing habitat while
allowing careful, responsible development ofits energy reserves. Done right,
we can meet both goals.”

You can take action by visiting ColoradoTU.org and signing the petitionto
BLM supporting the Roan Plateau settlement. 

CollegiatePeaks Chapterwas notified that our South Arkansas River
Ecosystem Learning Center (SARELC)was awarded a $2,700 grant from
theNational TU “Embrace-A-Stream” program. Although just short of what was
requested, it will assist with therestoration work along that section of the “Little
River” and jump start ourplans for a longitudinal educational facility serving a
wide variety of thelocal population.

SpecialNote:The date of our third annual Movie Night has been changed to
Thursday eveningon September 8th due to the available schedule at the Salida
Steam PlantBallroom. 
 

Please look for a complete and updatedmeetings and events schedule on our
website: collegiatePeaksTU.org.

KeithKrebs, President, Collegiate Peaks Chapter

   

Brown's Canyon National Monument  
                                     

Rare genetically pure Colorado River
Cutthroat trout of the Roan Plateau  
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Roan Plateau

RIFFLES

Collegiate Peaks Chapter of Trout Unlimited announces therecipients of its
2016 spring semester scholarships.  The two recipients, both juniors at
WesternState Colorado University, are Amy Harmon and Adam Beede.

Adam is majoring in Chemistry with anemphasis in Biochemistry.  His
hometownis Gunnison, CO.  He is the president andfounder of the Trout
Unlimited affiliated Gunnison Sockeyes.

Amy, who calls Crested Butte her hometown,has a double major:  Biology
major with an emphasis in EnvironmentalBiology, and an Ecology major with
an emphasis in Environment &Sustainability with a Water emphasis.

Both Amy and Adam have received CPC’sscholarships in past semesters. 
Amycommented, “The CPC-TU Scholarship is an enormous help to me in the
pursuit ofmy education.  It also feels like a partnership, as we share a
commongoal:  the protection of our rivers & streams.  I am deeplyhonored by
the support I've received from the CPC-TU community, and hope thatmy
academic efforts, in turn, develop into my ability to help this greatorganization
keep our waterways healthy for generations to come”.

CollegiatePeaks Chapter of Trout Unlimited has been offering scholarships to
studentsmajoring in fields related to aquatic biology for over 20 years.  Current
members of the scholarship committeeare Ellen T. Bauder, Kato Dee, Dick
Isenberger, Fred Rasmussen, Les Stencel,and Barbara Plake (chair).
   
________________________________________________________________________________

The CADDIS are coming.



Saturday May 7
Chaffee County Fairgrounds
6 p.m. to 9 p.m.

2016 Caddis Festival is waiting for
YOU

Fun, Food catered by Variations,
Silent & Live auction, raffle buckets,
Cash bar.

Colorado State University

February 15, 2016 

Dear Mr. Wright,

Thank you so much for the generous gift from Trout Unlimitedin support of the
Robert J. Behnke Coldwater Conservation Chair.

Your support makes a vital impact on the College’s continueddedication to
natural resources excellence, and is an investment that greatlyenriches our
students’ educations, lives, and careers.  We are so appreciative of your
commitment tothe college.  Your gift advances theability of our facility,
researchers and students to make even greatercontributions to the world, and
ensures the College’s continued legacy ofnatural resources leadership.

Please don’t hesitate to contact me directly at John.Hayes@colostate.eduif you
ever have any questions about the college or CSU.  And, thank you again for
the support. 

Best regards,  



John P. Hayes
Dean

________________________________________________________________________________
___

GARNA
Greater Arkansas River Nature Association

February 22, 2016
 
Jerry Wright
Colligate Peaks Chapter, Tout Unlimited
PO Box 1081
Salida, CO 81201 

Dear Jerry and Collegiate Peaks Chapter of TU, 

Thank you so very much for your sponsorship of $400.00towards the Wild and
Scenic Film Festival. Your support enables the Land Trust of the Upper
Arkansas to protect inperpetuity the important natural, agricultural, scenic,
historic lands, and thewater resources and riparian areas in Lake, Chaffee,
Fremont, Saguache and Parkcounties and for the Greater Arkansas River
Nature Association to continue ourcommitment to foster stewardship of the
resources of the greater Arkansas Riverregion through education, volunteerism
and experiences. 

We truly appreciate the partnership with yourorganization and most the great
help in making both film festivals sosuccessful. 

Thanks again,

Alison Ramsey
Executive Director

IN THE SEAM  



Dear Friends

It's been snowing up in the headwaters area. But not in Bighorn Sheep
Canyon.(we hope) Not in the Big Bend.(we hope)  Not even in Buena Vista.
(we hope)  All of which is to say that the access to the Arkansas River is easy,
as long as people can find their way to the valley.

Flows are holding steady at about 300 cfs in Bighorn Sheep Canyon. There
may be adjustments made to the discharge from Twin Lakes later in the spring
to better reflect changes to the snowpack, but with Pueblo Reservoir in danger
of spilling, there really isn't a good place to which upper reservoir water can
currently be moved. Low flows like this are excellent for wade fishing; one can
cross the river at many places and the structure of the riverbed is more clearly
depicted on the river's surface. The places where fish will hold are more
obvious. It is a more intimate and intricate view of what is going on.
For the float-fisherman, the water levels require a more delicate approach.
There are plenty of subtle moves to be made, and one eye must be kept always
on what lies ahead. But there is also opportunity to slow it all down, to hold the
boat midstream or walk it down the shore as an angler dredges the middle.

The real beneficiaries, though, are the fish. This steep and narrow river was not
designed with brown trout in mind. The current is often too fast and they
struggle to put on weight while fighting it. Our fishery biologist has determined
that the optimal flow for the browns (using the Wellsville gauge) is 250-400 cfs.
So we are right in the sweet spot. It doesn't really get any better for the fish than
this.

Of course to benefit, the fish also need food. But we've got that now too. The
morning midges and drifting caddis larvae and golden stonefly nymphs have
been joined by blue wing olive mayflies, with drifting nymphs every afternoon
and many of those emerging as adults when clouds darken the sky. Pods of
rising fish on foamlines and amid the shoreline pockets have become a
commonplace. The long wait for consistent dry-fly fishing is coming to an end.

It looks like a quiet dry weekend on the Arkansas.  History suggests we'll have
about 50 good fishable days before runoff, though the more certain days are the
earlier ones. Our guide staff is primed, the fly shops are stocked. It feels like that
pregnant moment when the wind lies down and the light slants so and a certain
birdsong is heard. The moment that immediately precedes the hatch.

We look forward to fishing with you soon!



Greg Felt
ArkAnglers
www.arkanglers.com

CPA's Volunteer Hours 2016

by Ann and Henry Klaiman

In the first quarter of the TU fiscal year (October 1 - December 31) our chapter
has logged 437 hours.   This total includes 49 hours of travel time.  The two
categories with the highest totals are Communication,120 hours (newsletter,
website, board meetings, etc.), and Engagement, 117 hours (Fly Tying
Jamboree, Fly Gals Wine & Cheese event, etc.).  As the Caddis Banquet
approaches, Fundraising will move up in the categories.  So far, 43 volunteers
have logged hours. 

You can help by being sure your hours are reported every month. Contact Ann
and Henry Klaiman for details, aeklaiman@aol.com  

Welcome New Members!

New                                                      Transfer in

John Bartlett                                  John Barnholt (Cherry Creek Chapter) 
                                                      Wayne Eyerly (Eighty Niner Chapter

______________________________________________________________

 MEMBER BENEFITS: http://www.tu.org/get-involved/volunteer/member-
benefits

The FlyGals

Sponsored by Collegiate Peaks chapter of Trout Unlimited,FlyGals is a group
of women interested in learning about and participating infly fishing.  Our
mission is to increaseparticipation in fly fishing by women and to educate
women about protecting,conserving, and restoring cold water habitats for fish.
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FlyGals Schedule for 2016

April 8:     BugClinic with Fred Rasmussen, Salida
May 16:   Casting Clinic with StuartAndrews, Mt. Ouray SWA, Salida
June 29:   LeadvilleHatchery Tour and Crystal Lake fishing
July 16:    Fly-FishingClinic (Chisolm Park) and Mt. Ouray SWA, Salida
Aug.20:    RiverFishing with River Helpers, BV
Sept.8-9:  Breckenridgeovernight; Blue River fishing, Breckenridge
Oct. 9:      Kelly Pond Fishing & Wine and Cheese celebration; BV
Nov.19:    FlyTying Clinic, Granzella Hall, Salida 

Registration is required for each of these events; toregister or to get more
information, contact Barbara Plake (bplake@unl.edu, 395-0478) or Linda
Schuckert (lbschuckert@msn.com, 539-7279).

River Lore 

April 
may spring a leak.

Snow and rain, wind and sleet,
lift the shade, take a peek.

Mother Nature's month of hide and seek.

She'll try to fool you, 
as you do with your fly, 

be it a dun, lacewing, maybe a Humpy.

Just don't tie to your tippet, ambiguity!

                                                              
Michael C. Harrington  

 Fishing Quote   

"Fishing is worth any amount of effort and any amount of expense to people
who love it, because in the end you get such a large number of dreams per

mailto:bplake@unl.edu
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fish."

Author:

Avery Wiseman

"The Fine Print"

Michael Harrington Editor 

Collegiate Peaks chapter meets periodically throughout the year. The meetings
alternate between Salida and Mt. Princeton Resort.

The e-letter will continue monthly, announcing upcoming meetings, programs,
and events, in the EVENTS CALENDAR. 

Member submissions to the newsletter are needed and encouraged. Have a
comment? Opinion? Humor? Viewpoint? Share it, IN THE SEAM. Anything
relative to fishing will appear now and then. 

Send questions or submissions by email mikeebluedun@ridgeviewtel.us or
call (719-530-0691). Editor's deadline is the 23rd of the month.

Contact Us | Board of Directors | Colorado TU website | National TU website

Connect with us
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